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A Letter from the Editor 
 

By Karen Learoyd 

 

Itôs hard to believe this is now the 3
rd
 edition of the Newsletter that has 

been produced since the start of the pandemic, and I would firstly like 
to say a massive thank you to everyone who has contributed over the 
past few months, especially those who regularly write for us. Iôm sure 
we all appreciate how difficult it is to write an interesting article when it 
feels as though the world has come to a standstill! But, write they have, 
and I hope this has continued to be a ógood readô for many of you. 

 

You will see from this edition how many of our residents have engaged 
in fund-raising activities, supporting the multitude of charities who are 
struggling with income generation. Every single one of the charities 
deserves our support, so making that decision about who to help is 
sometimes difficult, although as we know the Royal British Legion, St 
Margaretôs Hospice and Prostrate Cancer UK have been beneficiaries 
of the help from those nearby. As the London Marathon was cancelled 
this year, Lottie Michaels was unable to run in support of Blind 
Veterans UK. Nor was she able to complete her planned Big Busk due 
to the increase in infections and second lockdown, although she is 
determined to do something in the Spring, so we wish her well. 

 

When the hospitality industry opened again, I hope many of you were 
able to visit some of our local hostelries and eateries and take 
advantage of the Eat Out to Help Out scheme. It was great to see The 
Greyhound buzzing with life, and we hope it wonôt be too long before 
we are able to visit them again. Similarly, with Neroche Hall re-opened, 
I know many people appreciated the brief opportunity to play 
badminton again and attend the newly established Teas. Fingers 
crossed December brings better news for our social life! 

 

John and I have been talking about setting up a Tool Loan facility ï we 
have lots of equipment that we would be happy to lend to someone 
should you only need a concrete mixer for a few days, or a water pump 
for the afternoon. It made us think there must be plenty of people 
locally who have that unusual tool or item that someone else could use, 
without hiring or buying! Just the germ of an idea at the moment, 

Continued on next page 
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although if you have any experience of something similar, or would be 
willing to help, please email me at nerochenewsletter@gmail.com. 
Hopefully more information will be available in the next Newsletter or in 
the Email alert.  

 

We are very pleased to confirm that Julie and Mark Pope will be selling 
Christmas trees from Staple Farm again this year, hopefully from 
December 2

nd
, assuming lockdown is lifted. There will be no Open Day, 

although trees will be available from the yard ï full details to be 
confirmed. There will also be a óClick and Collectô service. The trees 
from the Farm are always beautiful and you will see a few photos of 
last year's decorated trees in the following pages. 

 

Once again, Taunton Racecourse 
have sponsored this edition of the 
Newsletter, and we thank them for 
their generous and continued 
support. We sincerely hope that 
they are able to welcome 
racegoers early next year, and to 
plan more exciting events for 2021 
at their beautiful venue. 

 

And finally, the Neroche 
Communication Action Group 
would like to wish you all a very 
healthy and happy Christmas and 
New Year. In spite of the 
challenges and pressures that 
2020 has brought to many, the 
community spirit in Neroche lives 
on, we look forward to seeing much 
more of our friends and neighbours next year. 

 

Take care and stay safe 

 

Karen 

mailto:nerochenewsletter@gmail.com
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Great Exmoor Bike Ride 
Challenge 

 

By Karen Learoyd 
 
Have you ever considered cycling 
66 miles across Somerset and 
Devon, including the hilly parts of 
Exmoor? For fun? No, nor have I! 
Two of our intrepid residents did 
just that back in September, in 
support of the charity, Prostrate 
Cancer UK. Ellie and Trudy Clist decided to tackle this annual event 
after óone too many rum and cokesô in honour of Fred Clist, Ellieôs late 
grandfather.   
 
Trudy was once a keen triathlete apparently, and rediscovered her 
cycling legs, along with Ellie who was a novice. They trained hard 
through the summer of lockdown, exploring the surrounding 
countryside and enjoying a sense of freedom. The big day dawned, a 
total of 132 miles covered between them, across 6000 feet elevation, 
through wind, rain and glorious sunshine, in a time of 5 and a half 
hours. What an achievement!! They both enjoyed it so much, they have 
already signed up for next year, and would love for anyone else to join 
themé Our lovely ladies have raised almost Ã600 for a very worthwhile 
cause and have sent their thanks to everyone who kindly supported 
them through donations.   
 
If youôd like to know more about the route taken, here is just a taster.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Continued on next page 
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The Ride starts on the west side of 
Taunton, through Bishop's Hull and 
several other quiet Somerset 
villages on a nice, flat stretch to get 
the legs going, before approaching 
Milverton and then encountering a 
number of modest but testing rises 
as the route rolls and undulates 
through yet more tranquil Somerset 
country lanes. 
 
The route also pays a fleeting visit to Devon around this point as it 
makes its way to Bampton, then it's on through Exebridge and 
Brushford to reach the gateway to the magnificent Exmoor National 
Park at Dulverton. 

 
Passing through Dulverton, riders 
face possibly the most challenging 
section of the Ride - ascending to 
the top of Exmoor. It's about 4 
miles of climbing in total to the very 
top and it's quite challenging in 
places although, whether on bike or 
on foot, it's definitely worth the 
effort for the views that await! 
 

Once up on the top of Exmoor the route rolls again as it heads north 
then turns east, combining some short(ish) ascents with some very fast 
and rewarding descents on its way through Exford, Wheddon Cross 
and on past Raleigh's Cross. The route then heads north again towards 
Watchet where it brings riders back down to sea level. 
 
Riders get their first real glimpse of the sea as they pass through 
Watchet itself, then with around 1500m of climbing already under the 
belt there's one final sting in the tail - a bit of a climb out of Watchet - 
after which it's a steady and very pleasant gradual descent towards 
Blue Anchor, the final destination. 
 
A superbly organised event, according to Ellie, and the first cycling 
event post the start of Covid-19. Well done to you both!! 



6 

 

Continued on next page 

Teas to Please! 
 

After lockdown restrictions were 
lifted and Neroche Hall was able 
to re-open for a limited number of 
activities, the Friends of St Peterôs 
Church, who organise the monthly 
Lunch Club, decided to hold 
Afternoon Teas, in place of the 
lunches. With a limit on the 
number of people who can attend 
due to social distancing at the 
Hall, it was felt that a scrumptious tea would be more appropriate than 
providing a two-course lunch, with all the additional volunteers this 
requires. 
 
The first Tea was held in September and was a resounding success. 
There were sausage rolls, dainty sandwiches, scones, and plenty of 
cake! Many of the guests said how lovely it was to be able to get out for 
the first time in ages to meet their friends ï socially distanced of 
course!  
 
Plans were laid for monthly teas from thereon in, and the follow up took 
place on 22

nd
 October. All available places were booked in advance, so 

we knew this was going to be a 
popular event. The cooks 
surpassed their previous efforts 
with an even more delicious array 
of small, yet perfectly formed, 
cakes and savouries, including 
cheese scones and vol-au-vents, 
chocolate cake, mini meringues 
and ice-cream cupcakes! Tea was 
served at the tables on beautiful 
tiered cake stands, by two helpers, 
while our other two volunteers ably 
man (or woman) the kitchen.   
 
Once again, our guests were delighted with the óspreadô and the 
opportunity to see friends for an hour or two. At only Ã5 per head, the 
Neroche Tea is far better value than The Ritz, and so much neareré. 
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Teas will be held at the Hall until the Spring when we hope to start up 
lunches again, COVID-19 permitting. In the meantime, if youôd like to fill 
your boots or tummies, do book a place at the monthly tea. 
 
Unfortunately, as we go to press, the November tea has been 
cancelled due to the latest lockdown, although we hope to go ahead 
with the Christmas themed event on December 10

th
. 

ARE YOU NEW TO THE AREA? 
 

Here are the different ways you can find out whatôs happening in 
Neroche from the 

Communication Action Group:- 
 

Neroche Newsletter is delivered free to every 
household each quarter ï full of upcoming events, 
articles on recent events, and updates from local 
Groups and leaders. Contact us at 

nerochenewsletter@gmail.com 
 

Neroche Villages Website - the place for information from the Parish 
Council including planning applications, meeting minutes etc. You will also 
find information on local groups and clubs, events, News, local businesses, 
and details of the Blackdown Hills and Neroche Woodlanders. 
www.nerochevillages.org.uk 
 

Neroche Email alert ï distributed every 3 to 4 weeks, bringing you 
information about local events, information from the Parish Council, and 
details of whatôs happening in our neighbouring villages. To sign up for the 
Email alert, just send your details to nerocheemail@gmail.com.    
 

Welcome to Neroche 

mailto:nerochenewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.nerochevillages.org.uk
mailto:nerocheemail@gmail.com
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Continued on next page 

November 2020 Update 
 

By Ross Henley, District Councillor 
 
As I write this article, we have just entered the 
second national lockdown. This will 
undoubtedly be a difficult time for many people 
in our rural location. Lots of people really 
struggled with managing their mental health in 
the first lockdown, and I know that I found it 
particularly hard myself. I hope everyone is 
keeping well and staying safe during these 
troubling times. We are so lucky that there are 
many people locally who looked out for others in the community not 
just in the first lockdown, but also during the summer months when the 
restrictions were initially eased. I know there is support again 
happening either through the local community support group which has 
an excellent page on Facebook, or through lots of other residents. The 
Neroche villages are a real community where people care about each 
other. One thing we are allowed to do is to go out and take daily 
exercise and we are so lucky to have such beautiful places to walk in 
locally. Since the swimming pools re-opened on 1st August, I have 
been swimming 5 times a week, and it was so good for my physical 
and mental health. I campaigned very hard at the Council for our 
leisure facilities to re-open as soon as possible, and I hope that will 
happen again very quickly once lockdown is eased again. Some areas 
like Exeter and Plymouth Council leisure facilities, never reopened at 
all after the first lockdown ended.  
 
Somerset West and Taunton Council processed Ã45 million of grants 
to support local business across the district since the start of the 
pandemic, and a number of local businesses were recipients of these 
grants. I do however worry about a number of businesses who fell 
through the cracks and didnôt get any support - this year has been so 
hard for anyone trying to run an independent business. 
 
During the summer I was able to get out and about locally. My family 
and I enjoyed visiting the Greyhound for a meal. It was great to catch 
up with a number of local residents, and to see the pub so well 
frequented on the evening we were there. Iôm really looking forward to 
a return as soon as lockdown ends. I had booked for the November 
afternoon tea at Neroche Hall and was so looking forward to attending 
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before we were back in lockdown. As soon as these events start again, 
I will book my place. In an area that is so rural, events which bring the 
community together are so vital.  
 
Still no further updates on the A358 issue, or the Taylor Wimpey saga 
of planned housing in the Orchard Portman estate. I will update 
everyone as soon as I hear more. I am concerned now at the proposed 
Government planning reforms which are being debated at present.  
Many fear these will make it harder for local residents to challenge 
large scale housing developments. 
 
One issue which is still going on is the planning application for 
agricultural buildings, hard standing and formation of a private access 
drive in Curland. This was refused in July, and an enforcement action 
notice was issued by the Council. The applicant has now appealed 
against the refusal of planning permission, and the enforcement notice 
and a written representation appeal is being conducted by the Planning 
inspectorate. The deadline for written representations Is early 
December. I have been engaging with local residents throughout and 
support the comments they have made about this application. Itôs been 
a very stressful time for a number of people who live close to that site.  
 
One thing that has just come in which I will oppose is an application by 
Somerset County Councillorôs to try and postpone next Mayôs planned 
County Council elections. The term of office for County Councillors will 
expire in May, and they should face re-election as all County 
Councillors in every other county in England will have to. The future 
decision on any unitary council for Somerset has not yet been decided, 
so in the meantime I see no reason for Councillors to have their term of 
office extended without an election. To me thatôs democracy and 
Somerset needs an election.  
 
Finally, I wanted to thank all those locally who watched my recent 
Facebook live interview about autism. I have had some lovely 
supportive comments from local people, and I am passionate about 
improving support for autism. The video is available to watch on my 
Facebook page, and on a page called Talking Cafe Somerset as well. 
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Continued on next page 

St Peterôs Church Flower Guild  
 

By Jacqueline Kolkowski  
 

It was lovely that we could at last 
produce a large flower display to 
decorate the church for a 
celebration, and Harvest Festival 
gave us that wonderful opportunity. 
We decorated every corner of the 
church with large and small flower 
displays, greenery, wheat sheaves, 
as well as fruit and vegetables from many parishionerôs gardens. 
 
Carole Wensley-Dodd produced 
her first pedestal which included a 
stunning display of dahlias from her 
garden. 
 
The Lister family provided 
sunflowers they grew on their farm, 
and a most amazing giant pumpkin 
grown by Harriet and William. 

  
The display also included some of 
the wonderful scarecrows made for 
the competition this year. 
  
The Flower Guild were so pleased 
that the display was in place for Di 
Grabhamôs funeral.  
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Neroche Local History Group: Whatôs In A Name? 
 

By Jane Hole 
 
As ever, while researching another subject I became intrigued with the 
first names of children born in our villages over the last 380 years. We 
are lucky enough to have the CoE Births, Baptisms and Burial 
Registers dating from the 1630s online. I have used the Curland and 
Bickenhall registers for this research. The registrations of children are 
mainly about their baptisms, the entries are short, with just the childôs 
name and those of the parents. The unfortunate child of an unmarried 
mother is labelled either as base-born or bastard.  
 

The baptismal date would be 
recorded and occasionally that of 
the birth as well. Sometimes two 
siblings would be baptised at the 
same time as can be seen by 
Abraham Bussell, aged 18 
months, and his brother Robert, 
aged four months, who were 
baptised in January 1795. 

 

Continued on next page 

As many of you know, she ran the Flower Guild for many years. When I 
told Di what we had planned this year for harvest, she was delighted 
that the church would have a country feel with some of her traditions 
still in place. 
 
Thanks to all the florists of the Flower Guild and the Lister family, who 
spent time decorating the church, and to the members for looking after 
the displays so they would be perfect for Diôs funeral. 
 
Thank you to all who provided donations for Open Door. We received 
the most donations ever! 
 
We all look forward to Christmas when we hope we can decorate and 
add sparkle to a very special time for you and the church. 
 
If you are interested in joining our small group, please do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

Bussell brothers baptism 1795 
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Continued on next page 

There are poignant stories too as Eliza Newton, daughter of Thomas 
and Mary, is baptised 30

th
 August, only to appear five months later for 

her burial in January 1813. 
 
It is often the case that the collection of information was used for 
several purposes but chiefly to raise taxes. The 1695 Registration of 
Marriages Act was a tax on parish register entries levied in part to pay 
for the war with France. It was on a sliding scale according to status, 
with a basic rate of 2/- for a christening, 2/6d for a marriage and 4/- for 
a burial. Genuine paupers were exempt, thus the letter P or the word 
pauper appears next to the entries. It has been suggested that the 
regulations were too complex and defied the abilities of many parish 
clerks; it was found to be unenforceable and repealed after a few 
years. 
 
What had caught my eye was the female name Betty which seemed to 
occur quite often starting in the late 1600s. Subsequently I collected 
the commonest names for the baptismal records from the 17

th
 C to 

1812. 
 
Bickenhall Parish Registers 1682 - 1812 
 
The four most popular girlsô names in numerical order: 
 
Mary   29  Biblical origin 
Sarah   16  Biblical origin 
Jane   13  Medieval English form of Jehanne, Old French  
   feminine form of Johannes or John 
Betty   11  Pet form of Elizabeth dating from 17thC 
 
The four most popular boysô names in numerical order: 
 
John   38  Biblical origin 
William  22  Old French name of Germanic origin introduced to 
   England by William the Conqueror 
Thomas  15   Biblical origin 
James  11  Biblical origin 
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Register for Courland 
(Curland) 
1634 ï 1771 

1772 Register for Curland signed by Samuel 
Alford Curate and Nicholas Newton Chapel 
Warden. At this time Curland Church was a 
Chapel of Ease for the Manor church in 

Curry Mallet 

Curland Parish Registers 1634 ï 1812 
 
The four most popular girlsô names in numerical order: 
 
Mary   28 
Betty   14 
Sarah   12 
Ann   11  Biblical origin 
 
The four most popular boys' names in numerical order: 
 
William 22 
John   17 
Thomas    9 
Robert    8  The Normans introduced this name to England 
 
More flamboyant names appear; Curland sports Dorothyr in 1636, a 
Prudence in 1800 whilst Bickenhall has a Priscillia in1746, and a 
Robina in 1811. 
 
The most popular UK baby names in 2020 are Olivia, Amelia, Ava and 
Isla for girls, and Oliver, George, Harry and Noah for boys.     
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Continued on next page 

Diane Grabham (1938-2020) 
 

Diane Grabham, a long-time resident of Staple 
Fitzpaine and Curland, died on 9 September. 
To most of us, known as Di, she was a stalwart 
of many different organisations over the years. 
She was born the only child to Raymond and 
Phyllis Sims on the 3

rd
 February 1938 ï her 

father, an Auctioneer with Greenslades, later a 
partner. She was brought up in Taunton and 
educated in Taunton. During her school years 
she made some close friends who remained 
close friends until the time of her death. At 
school, though not academic, she was good at sports, gymnastics, 
music and art. 
 
During her early years she learned to ride, and, owning her own pony, 
developed her love of horses. She became a member of the Taunton 
Vale branch of the Pony Club, and followed the Taunton Vale 
Foxhounds. The Sims family moved to Highlands, a house on the 
outskirts of Taunton, which had some land, so pigs and cattle were 
kept, Di learning rapidly about farming and after leaving school she 
became an active member of the Taunton branch of Young Farmers, 
meeting her future husband, Hugh Grabham there.  
 
They were married in 1960 in Thurlbear Church on a Wednesday 
because of Saturday Taunton Market, and settled down at Badger 
Street Farm where Hugh was developing a dairy herd. Di threw herself 
into farming life although found time for other activities including the 
Operatic Society, having a lovely soprano voice. She took several 
leading parts and in later years her acting experience showed well in 
several skits with the WI. Their two daughters, Penny and Tina, were 
born in the 60s, so life at this time was very busy, although Di still found 
time for the local Riding Club, a bit of hunting on her grey mare, and 
church activities. Hugh developed a great interest in polo and Di 
provided support at matches.  
Sadly, Hugh died in 1981. After this, Di, the girls and ponies moved to 
Whitty Cottage in Curland and she threw herself into the many activities 
for which she will be remembered. She was a Committee member of 
Taunton Vale Pony Club and later District Commissioner; together with 
Barbara Cozens, running the PC Area Dressage competition at 
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Taunton Racecourse for many years. She became an expert at laying 
out dressage arenas, with a meticulous eye for detail. Woe betide you if 
you got a post a few inches out of alignment! Taunton Riding Club also 
benefited from her skills in this. Pony Club interest was maintained 
when her grandson Howie became a member. Dressage judging 
helped Di keep up her involvement with horses. 
 
Di was very talented at floral decorating and was often found 
masterminding the flowers for local weddings, and fund-raising 
functions. She led the Flower Guild of St Peterôs Church for many 
years, creating memorable Flower Festivals and patiently taught other 
members of the congregation to do better than sticking flowers in a 
vase! She was very sad in the last couple of years of her life to have to 
give up this activity, although still wanted to come to the church to 
impart a bit more knowledge to us. Neroche Hand bells were another of 
her enthusiasms, a local group originally founded by Edna Grabham, 
Hughôs stepmother, and then directed by the late Jenny Trood for many 
years. 
 
Church life was very important to Di. She was a member of the PCC for 
many years; a member of St Peterôs choir and a Trustee of the William 
Portman Almshouses until recently. Her opinions on changes within the 
church were respected and came from a deep love of the Anglican 
tradition, although she was not afraid to speak her mind! Her faith was 
of great importance to her, and she was always aware of others that 
needed help or support. 
 
The Womenôs Institute was a prominent part of later life for Di, who 
became President of the Bickenhall branch for a time, and whose 
members were a great support during her ill-health in the past year or 
two. 
 
After the girls had grown up and left home, Di found time to rekindle her 
interest in painting and art. She enjoyed the creativity very much, going 
on painting holidays and was able to sell her work. She belonged to 
Taunton Art Group and started a local art group at Neroche.  
Di leaves her two daughters and two grandsons, Howie and Alfie. They 
and her many friends in the Neroche villages and the wider area will 
miss her friendship and lively interest in so many things, and we all 
thank God for the privilege of having known her. 

Alison Brown 



16 

 

Continued on next page 

Ruby Sunflower Competition 
In Support of St Margaretôs Hospice 

 

By Jacqueline Kolkowski 
 
Early this year I was thinking of running a parish ñLetôs grow the tallest 
yellow sunflower competitionò although during discussions with 
Pauline Phelps and Karen Learoyd, they mentioned that St Margaretôs 
Hospice was running a ruby sunflower competition as a fundraiser for 
their 40th anniversary. The rest as they say is history!! 
 
Many of you purchased seed to grow and some grew plants for others.  
The competition became very competitive with the growers in Curland 
in particular. Candy Janesô sunflower turned out be a very short and 
yellow prairie sunflower, although it flowered beautifully. The Larkman 
family had mixed fortunes with their three plants, alas the only one to 
survive was the one Joy grew! Alan and Sarah Hyde named their two 
plants after their daughters - not sure which one came out top! 
 
Results for over 10ôs: 
 
1st  Pauline Phelps ï height of 8ft 6ins 
2nd  Karen Morgan - height of 7ft 9ins 
3rd  Sarah Covey ï height of 7ft 6ins 
 
As the winner I entered Paulineôs plant into the hospice competition. 
Unfortunately she did not win, although the winnerôs plant was 
amazing. When asked for the secret of her success, Pauline whispered 
seaweed extract. 

 
Result for under 10ôs: 
 
Joint winners - Harrison 
Spencer and Poppy Young 
 
The two entries in the 
under 10ôs both deserved a 
prize, Poppy for the height 
of her sunflower, and 
Harrison for his gardening 
skills in caring for his plant. 
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Continued on next page 

Itôs lovely that the birds are doing well 
from the growing of the plants as they 
now flock to eat the seeds. 
 
Thank you to all of you who grew 
plants and entered. Thank you so 
much for your generosity in donating 
directly to the hospice or donating to 
the Ã160 I collected, which included a 
birthday gift from Wyn Balanceôs 
daughter. 
 
I received a lovely letter from the 
hospice thanking everyone who had 
been involved in the competition held 
in our Parish and for the donation. If 
anyone would like to see the letter, I 
will forward it to you. 

Neroche Woodlanders at Young Wood 
 
As I write, the new national lockdown has just been announced, so 
once again the opportunities for collective activities in the woods will 
sadly be constrained, which is a great shame not least because now is 
the best time for enjoying the autumn colours, and children (and 
adults!) love playing in the fallen leaves. We will be continuing to 
provide Nature Packs to some of the families in Taunton who once 
again wonôt be able to come to the woods in person ï and our 
Crowdfunder appeal in the summer, which raised Ã1400, has helped 
support this work. 
 
Also delayed will be a new project we have just begun, to build a tree 
nursery at Young Wood, to grow new young trees from seed harvested 
within the wood. We want to grow a new generation of trees to restock 
areas of the wood where conifers and diseased ash trees are cut down 
over the next few years. To that end we have started collecting seed: 
although once you look into it, the science of tree seed is rather more 
colourful than you might expect, with a cast of characters in a 
woodland drama all their own.   
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Continued on next page 

Seeds can be classified as Erratic, Unproductive, Suicidal, Malingering, 
Orthodox, Intermediate or Recalcitrant. These are all formal terms used 
by plant biologists to describe the óattitudesô to life that trees and their 
seeds exhibit. 
 
Erratic 
 
Trees do not produce the same 
quantity of seeds each year. 
Some years are feasts and some 
are famines. The most productive 
years are called ómastô years, 
when trees like beech and oak 
produce seemingly excessive 
quantities of seed. This year is a 
mast year for oak ï the quantity of 
acorns is overwhelming. Some 
human observers contend that 
mast years are purposeful and engineered: if a tree produces 
deliberately few seeds one year, that causes a famine amongst the 
predators of those seeds ï squirrels, mice etc. If the tree then cannily 
has a mast year the following season, there will be fewer predators and 
more seed will successfully germinate. The less romantic explanation is 
that mast years are simply a consequence of good previous growing 
seasons for the tree. 
 
Unproductive 
 
Some trees, like beech and some conifers like Douglas fir, produce a 
lot of husks that contain no viable seed. Why? Again, some human 
authorities suggest that this is deliberate, as it means the predators of 
seeds spend ages opening barren seed cases and hence may 
gradually begin to choose not to bother with them. The more likely 
explanation is that producing a husk requires a certain amount of 
energy but producing one with a viable seed in it requires that much 
more. 
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Suicidal 
 
Trees like willow and oak produce seed which dies very quickly after it 
falls from the tree. Acorns, which seem well equipped to survive given 
their size, actually rot very quickly if they donôt immediately germinate ï 
itôs not clear why. So, this year, because we want to grow oaks from 
our acorns but donôt have a tree nursery ready for them yet, we have 
gathered acorns and put them in the fridge, to try and delay their 
inclination to germinate too soon. 
 
Malingering 
 
A tree like the small-leaved lime produces small, rather perishable 
seeds, although they have extraordinary requirements in order to 
germinate. Rather than just grow when they fall, they need to undergo 
a period of being quite warm (a hot summer and warm autumn) and 
then a period of being pretty cold (a good frosty winter), before (maybe, 
if youôre luckyé) germinating the following spring. That may reflect the 
fact that the tree evolved during a geological period when seasonal 
conditions were more reliably distinct ï reliably hot summers, reliably 
cold winters. 
 
The Orthodox, the Intermediate and the Recalcitrant 
 
If you choose to collect seed to store for future germination, trees tend 
to fall into these three categories. Orthodox seed is happy to be stored 
ï hazel nuts, cherries, hawthorn, elms, apples, pines can be collected 
and kept dry until the following spring, to then be planted for good 
germination rates. Seeds of órecalcitrantô species (sycamore 
óhelicoptersô, acorns, conkers and sweet chestnuts), by contrast, are 
the awkward squad ï if collected and dried, they are likely to end up 
dead, and canôt be stored.  Intermediate species, like beech, cedar, 
Norway maple and fir, are in-between and will keep you guessing. 
 
So, seeds are not just inert crumbs of autumn. They have characters 
and strategies, and like everything in the natural world they expect to 
be given some respect and understanding, before they play ball. 
 
Gavin, Jenny, Sarah and the team at Neroche Woodlanders 
www.nerochewoodlanders.org  

http://www.nerochewoodlanders.org
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Christmas at St Peterôs Church 
 
With the latest Coronavirus lockdown none of us can be certain of what 
life will be like after December 2nd. Will there still be restrictive 
measures in place? How it will affect Christmas events and church 
services? 
 
St Peterôs usually runs a ñCome Decorate our Christmas Treeò event 
when we invite children and grownups to make Christmas tree 
decorations in the church, with the cafe serving scrummy cakes, and 
our local musicians, Badger Street Band, providing festive live music. 
Previously it has been a wonderful morning of music, fun and laughter. 
 
This year, if Covid-19 regulations allow, we hope to deliver the 
Christmas tree decoration kit to you, for the family to make the 
decorations at home then you can bring them to the church and hang 
them on the tree over the weekend of 12th and 13th December. 
 
Decorating of the Church itself will take place on 15th and 16th 
December, prior to the Carol service. Contact Jacqueline Kolkowski 
(01823 481326) if you would like to help, festive greenery always 
required. 
 
Covid-19 regulations permitting, the 
following services will take place in the 
Church: 
 
December 16th     Carol Service  
December 25th    Christmas Day 
Service with Holy Communion 
 
Numbers have to be limited at these 
services because of social distancing, 
so please book in with either Mark or 
Alison, the Churchwardens, Tel 01823 
481132 or 01823 480441 respectively.  
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Farming At Staple Farm 
 

by Mark Pope 
 
At the time of writing this article, the rain is pouring 
down outside, although this year in this area, most of 
the farms have all their winter crops planted and all the 
maize has been harvested with not too much mud. 
 
At Staple this year, we have planted mostly winter wheat and some 
grass. This season we had to do what is known as a primary cultivation 
prior to planting. This was done due to the wet August, causing the 
Spring barley crop to lose a lot of seeds onto the soil, which we were 
unable to harvest. This cultivation creates what is known as a stale 
seedbed, allowing these barley seeds to grow and then be sprayed off 
before we planted the wheat. 
 
The next job taking place around the farm will be hedge cutting, starting 
in the fields and ending with the road hedges. We aim to cut about half 
of the hedges each year. Currently a lot of work is being done to see 
how much carbon hedges can store. This is all part of our plan to be 
net zero by 2040. 
  
We are also starting to sell last seasonôs barley crop for animal feed. 
  
As many of you will have seen, we have applied for planning 
permission to build a free-range egg unit on the farm. We have spent 
over 2 years getting to this stage. This will enable the farm to continue 
into the future. I will speak more about this venture later next year, as 
and when things progress. 
  
We are also getting ready for Christmas trees 
at the moment, however as we all know, 2020 
is turning into a very different year. We are 
looking at how we can sell trees and at the 
same time all remain safe. This year the annual 
open day will not be the same, more details will 
follow in the Email alert, once we have finalised 
our plans. 
  
Keep well and stay safe. 
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óEvery Little Helpsô with Climate Change Challenge 

 

By John Thorne 
 
óEvery Little Helpsô is the very well-known advertising catchphrase of 
my former employer Tesco. Well, you may think the Ã1 million 
Somerset County Council is offering parish councils to finance 
climate change projects is not a ólittleô amount. However, in the 
context of wanting to make Somerset ócarbon neutralô by 2030, it is 
rather tiny. 
 
If I tell you that South Somerset District Council has calculated the 
cost of making just its district ócarbon neutralô at Ã2.93 billion (yes, 
that is óbillionô), then you should get the point. That is the equivalent 
of their entire annual budget every year for 83 years! If you ódo the 
mathô as the Americans say, and extrapolate the cost for the entire 
county of Somerset then you can appreciate the scale of the task. 
No, despite my A-Level, I am not clever enough to have worked it 
out! By the time you read this newsletter the county council will have 
voted on its proposed strategy to achieve carbon neutrality in 
Somerset by the end of the decade. 
 
The strategy has 334 identified actions, of which so far only 35 have 
been costed. The complexity of tackling climate change is illustrated 
by an appendix to the strategy document which seeks to identify an 
appropriate carbon measurement tool for the council to use ï it is 35 

Continued on next page 
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pages long (and one of 17 appendices)! Even the strategy 
ósummaryô paper is 19 pages. For those who would like to read it, 
the full climate change strategy can be found here https://
www.somerset.gov.uk/climate-emergency. 
 
You may have noticed that I have not used the word óemergencyô, 
and that is because I do not subscribe to that way of thinking. To my 
mind, an emergency is something which occurs suddenly, and which 
has to be dealt with immediately. Our climate has noticeably been 
changing for many, many years. It has not suddenly happened in the 
last 12 months. As someone who likes to pick blackberries and use 
the few I donôt instantly eat to make a crumble with apples, I have 
seen how they have moved from not being ripe until September 
going into October, to now being ripe in the second week of July, as 
just one example. 
 
As a football referee, and a player before that, I have noticed how 40 
years ago I frequently played with snow on the pitch every winter, 
although today I referee in the snow perhaps once or twice in a 
season. And it is also not change which is going to be arrested 
overnight, nor over the next 12 months, nor, in my opinion, in the 
next 10 years. Rather, it is change which we might slow and which 
we will have to learn to live with (some parallels, perhaps, with the 
coronavirus pandemic). 
 
So, my priority is to do every little bit possible to help to slow and 
cope with the change. Which is why the county councilôs Ã1 million 
community climate change fund is important despite the enormity of 
challenge it is addressing. Because parish councils can apply for 
grants of between Ã5,000 and Ã75,000 to fund local projects to 
reduce CO2 emissions and mitigate climate change, projects which 
can be started early in the New Year. 
 
Projects in our county council division which have so far been put 
forward range from a hydro-electric scheme to solar panels, to 
electric vehicle charging stations, to replacing traditional lighting with 
LED lights, and lots more. 
 
If you have any ideas which may help, please tell your parish 
councillors. They have until January 12 to submit funding bids. 
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News from RSPCA West Hatch 
 

By Bel Deering ï Centre Manager 
 
Life at the centre has changed again with the recent move to another 
lockdown. Our new procedures are outlined below although be aware 
these may change with national guidance, so check our web pages to 
keep up to date.  
 
Wildlife Centre ï open for admissions every day 8am-9pm. 
 
Anyone finding a sick or injured wild animal is urged to take it for help at 
the nearest facility ï this may be a local vet or if closer, our wildlife 
centre. If you are coming to the site please observe this guidance: 
 
-  Please do not come to the site if you are experiencing any of the 
symptoms of Covid-19 (high temp, continuous cough, etc) 

-  We ask that only 1 family member brings the casualty to the centre 
-  Please wear a face covering if you are able and use hand sanitiser 
provided 

-  On arrival please ring the doorbell by the green gate and wait for 
attention 

-  Please ensure social distancing at all times and stay behind safety 
screens/signage as requested 

-  You may be asked to take the box/bedding you brought with you back 
home  

 
Animal Centre ï remote rehoming only ï no visits to site permitted 
 
-  Please check our website www.rspca.org.uk/findapet to see what 
animals we have available 

-  If you find a suitable pet, please ensure you have read the full 
description and can meet the criteria required 

-  Drop the centre an email to let us know of your interest and we will 
then send over a Perfect Match form for you to complete 

-  Be prepared to exchange information, including ID and photos of your 
home and animal accommodation by email  

- Be able to watch videos we send you and look at photos to ensure 
that the animal is suitable for you and the one you want 

-  Be able to pay over the phone 
-  Be willing to have your chosen pet dropped off at your house by a 
member of our staff.  

Continued on next page 
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Continued on next page 

Out in the field 
 
Our colleagues in the field have been busy this autumn too, and these 
are just some of the rescues they have been involved in.  
 
Kittiwakes, our most sea-loving 
gulls, are named after the sound 
they make. They nest in colonies 
on cliffs around the UKôs coast, 
from February until August, and can 
live up to 12 years old. This black 
legged Kittiwake brought into West 
Hatch, was clearly a youngster, 
because it still has a black band 
around its neck and black wingtips. 
It made good progress in the centre 
and was recently released back at 
the coast.  
 
It is the season for hedgehogs too, 
and Inspector Jo Daniel recently 
dealt with two of these prickly 
customers. This one was found out 
during the day during the hot spell 
at the beginning of September.  
 
The unpredictable weather has 
been very confusing for our wildlife, 
a trend which is no doubt set to 
continue and is not helping our 
hedgehog population which is 
already under such pressure.  
 
Worryingly, on the 30th July this 
year, the hedgehog was included in the International Conservation of 
Natureôs ñRed List of British Mammalsò, meaning they are now part of 
the quarter of native mammals at risk of extinction in the UK. This list 
also includes wildcats, and red squirrels. 
 
According to The British Hedgehog Preservation Society the holes in 
fences, feeding, hedgehog houses, wildlife friendly planting and the 
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Continued on next page 

removal of hazards all make such a difference locally, although they 
are also calling on the Government to enforce wildlife friendly practices, 
from farming to development to transport. 
 
Next, Jo was called to this hedgehog that had fallen down a 
drain. When she was stretched out on the ground with her face next to 
the pipe and her arm fully extended, grappling to get the hedgehog, the 
caller told her the reason the lid was off the drain was because her son 
liked to wee down it. She carried on with the rescue despite this and 
the hog was duly rescued and released unharmed! 

 
Work at the 
centre 
 
Autumn has 
been really busy 
in the wildlife 
centre. As usual 
we have started 
to see an influx 
of grey seal 
pups from 
Wales and the 
West Country. 
Like all babies 

they are lovely ï and so easy - when they sleep! We also had an 
appeal for paddling pools for the seals to give them access to water 
when they are in our intensive care 
wing. We specifically asked for 
hard-sided pools like the ones in 
this photo and we received an 
amazing amount of donations ï 
green turtles, blue starfish, and 
plain round pools. Big thanks to 
everyone that made a donation and 
helped out.  
 
In the animal Centre it is not just 
cats and dogs. This autumn has 
seen us admit a huge variety of 
different companion animals. For example, we recently cared for a 
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number of degus which were part 
of a group rescued from a property 
where around 300 were being kept 
in very poor living conditions. On 
arrival at the centre we found that 

they were all heavily infested with mites and had dirty ears, scabby skin 


