
  

 

Working Together for a Better Community 

For the parishes of Staple Fitzpaine, Bickenhall, Curland 
and Orchard Portman with Thurlbear 

 

Issue 34 - Winter 2019 

Welcome to the Neroche Villagesô Newsletter, a quarterly publication 
delivered free to every household in Neroche Parish, helping the 
community to stay connected and up-to-date on local issues. 

We wish to thank our friends at Taunton Racecourse for their support 
in sponsoring all of the production and print costs for this issue of the 
Neroche Newsletter. See pages 24 - 25 to find out more about what's 

happening at the racecourse 
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The Autumn Fish ñnò Chips Quiz  
 

By Alan Perrior 
 
Whoôd want to go out on a dark, dull, damp Friday evening in Neroche? 
The 15 teams of hardy quizzers ï thatôs who! They all streamed into 
Neroche Village Hall for the bi-annual Fish ñnò Chips quiz held on 
Friday 11th October. 
 
The quiz was set and presented by 
Whistling Mike Michaels who was 
ably assisted by scorers, Anne 
Perry and Tami Boden-Ellis. 
 
So, by 7.30pm we had 15 teams, 
ready and waiting to be crowned 
óThe Brains of Nerocheô. Although, 
as in all quizzes there have to be 
winners and losers ï more of that 
later. 
 
The quiz comprised nine rounds of ten questions each, in categories 
such as General Knowledge, Art and Literature, Sport and Geography. 
There was an additional round of 20 photographs (of celebrities from 
the worlds of music, sport etc) slotted in half-way through the evening 
so that we could mull over the photos during the ñdinner breakò. 
 

As ever, óLayz Ricksô did a superb job in the limited time 
allotted to them, and produced hot food for the quizzers 
and helpers. All the meals came with chips, as youôd 
expect, although the menu choice included fish, 

chicken, sausage and a veggie version with baked brie in breadcrumbs 
with cranberry sauce.     
 
Itôs a good job that quizzers were allowed plenty of time to argue over 
the photos, as some of them were distinctly dodgy. One team thought 
that the photo of Paul McCartney was actually Theresa May! Perhaps 
theyôd have found it easier with colour photos. 
 
However, the quiz itself was tough but fair, with a wide range of 
questions. We had everything from: óVexillology is the study of ñwhatò?ô, 
to óWhat is the official language of Bangladesh?ô, to óWhich city in the 

Continued on next page 

The lovely scorersðAnne and Tami 
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Continued on next page 

world has the most bridges?ô, to óWhat is the English translation of the 
Welsh soap opera name Pobol y Cwm?ô. 
 
If you knew that, the answers to the above questions were 
(respectively): 
Flags, Bengali, Hamburg (who counted them?), People of the Valley, I 
hope you were at the quiz as, surely, you would have done very well! 
And if you werenôt at the quiz ï WHY NOT? 
 
The only dissention during the evening was in the Sport round when 
the quizmaster announced that the first Wembley FA Cup Final to 
require a replay was in 1979. Quite a few teams were vociferous in 
their assertion that it was actually 1970, when Chelsea and Leeds drew 
2-2 at Wembley with Chelsea winning the replay at Old Trafford a 
couple of weeks later. It turned out that Mike had mis-read the ó0ô for a 
ó9ô when compiling the quiz and order was soon restored. 
 
In amongst the serious business of tough questions on rounds such as 
óScience and Natureô Mike Michaels came up with his now traditional 
ñwhistlingò music round. This time it was óThemes from TV and Radio 
programmesô. Everybody enjoyed this round and enthusiastically joined 
in with the quizmasterôs whistling, 
playfully (and perhaps 
unnecessarily) requesting repeats 
of most of the themes. Luckily Mike 
didnôt ñdryò and his whistling lasted 
the extended course with most 
teams scoring really well. 
 
And so, on to the quiz results and 
the bragging rights associated with 
being the new Brains of Neroche 
and, as it turned out, the right to be 
the ñwooden spoonsò! 
 
There was a prize for the Wooden 
Spoonists, and two teams tied for 
last place. The team leaders for the 
óBunch Of Fivesô and óThe 
Greyhoundsô were called forward 
for a tie-break and discovered that 

Quizzing for the ñWooden Spoonò 
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 they were playing for the right to be last! The tie-break was about 
pastry and, unsurprisingly, the chef from The Greyhound was first with 
the correct answer. 
 
So, by answering correctly, the Greyhound team came last and 
therefore claimed the prized ñwooden spoonò.  
 
The winners on the night were óBob 
Times Twoô captained by Colin 
Croad ï the team played brilliantly 
to win with 90 points, a clear 2.5 
points ahead of óThe 
Unfathomablesô, closely followed 
by óNot Poldarkô. 
 
But the real winner was Neroche 
Hall; this much used and 
appreciated hall benefited from the 
proceeds of the quiz. Well done to 
all the teams and, special thanks 
should go to Richard Davies and 
his stalwart group of helpers. It was an excellent evening. 
 

Roll on the next quiz in the Spring of 2020. 

ñBob Times Twoò - ltr  Paul Harwood, Liz 
Harwood, Robert Harwood, Pat Croad,  

Pop- Up Caf® 
 

St Peterõs Church, Staple Fitzpaine 
Every Friday, 10.30am to 12.30pm 

 
Come along for a cuppa with biscuits and delicious 

home-made cakes. 
 

Meet old friends and  
make new ones 

 

For more information contact 
 

Tricia Dryden 
tricia@witchlodge.co.uk 
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Furry Fun at Staple Dogs 
Run Free 

 

By Jacq Wanstall 
 
In early October, Mark and I went to 
visit Staple Dogs Run Free, in Staple 
Fitzpaine, with our 2 hairy and excited 
boys, Wesley and Woody. Itôs a lovely 
peaceful setting, so humans can relax 
and enjoy themselves, while the dogs 
have 2 acres of secure fields to go crazy in. There are big tyres for the 
dogs to jump in and out of, and tree logs to play around too, as well as 
a water butt and bowls, and seats (for tired owners!) In the future, Mark 
and Julie Pope are also going to put in some agility poles and a shelter 
for even more canine fun and games.  
 
When you book, you have the whole space to yourself, so it is ideal for 
dogs who are nervous or donôt like to be around other dogs. Itôs also 
perfect for those with poor recall, or perhaps in training, or newly 
adopted into your family. There is plenty of parking outside, or you can 
simply bring your car inside, if your furry friend would prefer that.  
 
The space would be great for group bookings, so lots of doggie friends 
can get together in a happy safe space. 
 
Wesley and Woody had a wonderful 
morning bombing around with their 
doggie friends, it is really super to have 
a great facility like this on our doorstep, 
so please give it a visit.  
 
Prices are from Ã6 for 30 minutes or 
from Ã10 for an hour for 1-2 dogs. Plus, 
an additional Ã2 for each extra dog.  
 
You can book and pay online from the website at 
stapledogsrunfree.co.uk or from the Facebook Page Staple Dogs Run 
Free. 
Alternatively you can call on 07710 791 298 or email  
stapledogsrunfree@staplefarm.co.uk  Staple Dogs are also on 
Instagram. 
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Neroche Thursday  
Lunch Club 

 
Neroche Hall  

12.30pm for 1pm 
 

Dec 5th (Christmas lunch), Jan 9th & Feb 6th 
 

Come along to Neroche Hall and enjoy a superb home-cooked 
lunch in wonderful company for just Ã6 per head (transport 
and special diets can be arranged). Meet old friends and 
make new acquaintances - ideal for both long term residents 
and those who have recently arrived in the community. A 

wonderful way to spend a weekday lunchtime. 
 
Please phone or email by the Monday prior to the lunch to 

book for catering purposes. Contact Alison Brown  
01823 480441 or aabrown.battens@gmail.com 

New Signs at The Greyhound 
 
An update from Veronique - "we will be opening at the end of the month 
and are looking forward to welcoming everyone back to the pub. We are 
so grateful for all the positive support from the community and are 
looking forward to this new chapter for The Greyhound.  
 
The next pub quiz will be on January 8th! There will be no pub quiz in 
December". 
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Dates for St Peterôs Church December 2019 

 
Sunday 1

st
 December Family Communion Service at 10.00am 

 
Christmas Tree Decorating & Coffee Morning 

 
Saturday 14

th
 December 10.30am to 12.30pm 

 
Children & (grown-ups) making decorations, singing carols, 

 
coffee/tea & seasonal refreshments. 

 

Carol Service - Wednesday 18th December at 7.00pm 

Enjoy a traditional Christmas celebration followed by 

mince pies and mulled wine 

 

Carol Singing Around the Villages- Saturday 21st December 
 

Further details to be announced 
 

Join us to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ! 

 

Christmas Day Family Communion Service  

All welcome!  

10.00am  

 

     
 

 
St Peterôs Church is part of the óSeven Sowers Beneficeô of which 

 
further details can be found at www.sevensowers.org.uk 

http://www.sevensowers.org.uk
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Super slow superfast broadband 
 

By John Thorne 
 
As a football referee, I have been called many things. For instance, I 
often have to tell players and spectators that, no, I donôt work in a bank 
(think about it! Lol). As a journalist, I have been called much worse 
things. No, I have never hacked into somebody elseôs mobile phone, 
nor taken their dustbin to rummage through (well, I suppose that might 
depend on your definition of the word órummageô). 
 
As a politician, using a lower case ópô, I have also been called much 
worse things. Again, no, I have never killed people by closing their 
hospital or forced people into poverty by taking away their benefits (in 
fact, I have had benefits taken away from me, forcing me to borrow 
from family and friends). Until recently I had never been called a 
fortune teller (and I donôt consider myself to be such). 
 
This moniker has been in use since September, which is when we were 
officially told that we were not going to have the superfast broadband 
full-fibre network that we were promised by the end of 2019. This news 
seemed to come as a surprise to Connecting Devon and Somerset 
(CDS), the body tasked with overseeing private contractors Gigaclear 
to deliver said network. I can tell you that it was not a surprise to your 
parish councillors, because I had been telling them for about 18 months 
that this was exactly what would happen. My prediction of the future 
came spectacularly true as CDS finally confessed that Gigaclear did 
not have a credible plan for bringing us superfast broadband with 
speeds of up to 1 Gbps. 
I genuinely wish that I could have been proven wrong. 
 
Because, if I had been wrong, it would probably mean you were 
reading this column after downloading it in the blink of an eye even if 
(like me) your Xbox-raised children are blowing away the enemy on 
Call of Duty, or scoring the winning World Cup final goal on Fifa 19, 
while simultaneously YouTubing the KSI v Logan Paul fight on their 
tablet, and Facetiming their girlfriend/boyfriend on their mobile (how do 
kids do that kind of multi-tasking, I ask myself). 
You ï the people and businesses I represent across Neroche and the 
Blackdown Hills ï have been badly failed by CDS, and not for the first 
time. This is actually the third time. 
At the time of writing this, CDS was starting over again with the whole 

Continued on next page 
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superfast broadband phase two project. Unfortunately, it is going to 
take them until December 2020 before they announce to whom they 
have awarded new contracts. It is then going to be 2022 or 2023 
before the superfast broadband reaches everybody it should. So, there 
will be some who have waited seven years without access to what is 
accepted these days as a utility service, every bit as important to daily 
life as is electricity. 
 
I have made the point that rural homes and businesses would not be 
expected to manage without electricity or running water, so your 
council, and your Government must do more to supply better 
broadband and to supply it more quickly. Rest assured that I will be 
doing all that I can to push for more action more quickly. 
I am already coming around to the view that some critics hold that CDS 
should be wound up, and the job should be managed directly by 
Government because CDS is inept. 

County Cllr John Thorne with a fibre broadband network junction box 
originally installed by Gigaclear although with the company's branding 

now removed. 
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Continued on next page 

Winter Update 
 

 By Ross Henley, District Councillor 
 
Iôve enjoyed a busy couple of months since my 
article in the last edition of the Neroche Newsletter. 
 
There is a huge amount of interest in Curland, and 
the Neroche area in general, regarding planning 
applications on land that used to belong to the 
Crown Estate. I have been engaging with many local residents on a 
specific set of applications, one of which resulted in a packed public 
meeting held at Neroche Hall in October. The Crown Estate, as we 
know, have been selling parcels of land locally, and some have 
been purchased by local residents who plan to use the land to 
enhance our rural community. However, I feel this specific planning 
application does little to enhance our area and is unwelcome to 
many local residents. I know many people went away from that 
meeting with more unanswered questions. 
 
Also, on planning matters, I have been supporting St. Peterôs 
Church at Staple Fitzpaine working with Alison Brown on the 
Planning Application for an on-site toilet. Iôve also been enjoying 
visits to the Church for the Friday coffee mornings. Itôs a great event 
which allows people to get together in the local community over a 
coffee and cake. A really nice sociable event. 
 
Talking of nice social events, I made a return visit to the Neroche 
Hall lunch which takes place on the first Thursday of the month. 
They are extremely well attended, the food is so good, and the 
company is always excellent. Well done to everyone who works so 
hard to make these events the success they have become. In 
deeply rural communities like Neroche, this type of event is so 
important in bringing the community together. 
 
October was time for the bi-annual Neroche Hall quiz. A super event 
with fish and chips as well. I enjoyed it so much Iôm planning to join 
my team members at the regular quiz nights at The Greyhound in 
the New Year, which Iôm looking forward to visiting after the current 
refurbishment is complete. 
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Now to an issue which has the 
potential to make life harder for 
Neroche residents. The A358 
proposals for this area are a 
calamity. How can it be right to 
talk about potentially closing off 
a number of the access lanes 
onto the main road? It could 
make it much harder to get to 
places on the other side of the 
road, like Hatch Beauchamp, 
which has very close links to 
Neroche. I made these points at 
a recent Highways England 
meeting held at the Holiday Inn, 
Taunton. 
 
Finally, another public meeting to 
mention. This one was at Stoke 

St Mary Village Hall, and was also very well attended by people from 
many surrounding villages, including Orchard Portman. The meeting 
was about Taylor Wimpey buying land from the Crown, and the fear 
of local residents about housing development in the area. I made 
clear my opposition to the inappropriate development of land in the 
Neroche Villages.  

Do you Run a Local Business? 
 

You could help the running of your Neroche Newsletter  
by advertising with us. 

 
For a small fee, we will place your business flyer or card in 

with each edition, which is then hand delivered to  
250 local houses and businesses. 

 
If you are interested please drop us an email to chat about 

it: nerochenewsletter@gmail.com 
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HATCH BEAUCHAMP AND 
NEROCHE GARDEN CLUB 

 

Wendy Morris and Joy Larkman 
recently arranged a 
demonstration of Christmas 
foliage decorations at Neroche 
Hall for members and guests of 
the Garden Club. 
 
Angie, the doyenne of Cottage 
Flowers in Ilminster, brought 
along not only a large array of 
greenery and flowers, but more 
importantly, her vast professional 
knowledge. 
 
While chatting away about all 
sorts of topics, Angie proceeded 

to make the most amazing swag. It was about 5ft long and could be 
hung on a door, or along a table as the centre piece. Various types 
of fir, beech, azarina, holly, pinecones and ribbons came together in 
a stunning way, with a little string of lights to add yet more pizzazz. 
This was followed by a lovely wreath which included dried 

hydrangea flowers. 
And guess what? 
She made it all look 
so easy!    
 
Two hours flew by, 
although not before 
guests partook of a 
glass of something 
and some ónibblesô. 
A very enjoyable 
evening for 
everyone.  
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Continued on next page 

Neroche Hall October Craft Fair  
 

By Carole Wensley-Dodd 
 
It wasnôt an auspicious start to the day ï torrential rain and storms 
blew in, although this didnôt deter the stallholders who arrived 
early to set up their pitches. 

There were around 25 stalls offering jewellery, woodcraft, honey, 
artwork, glass ornaments, natural skincare, along with various 
decorations for Christmas, knitted toys, cards, and handbags. A 
real smorgasbord of crafts, many of which had been made by 
local residents. There was also a long waiting list of people who 
had applied to show at the Fair, although unfortunately space at 
Neroche Hall was at a premium. 

 
Despite the weather, a 
steady stream of people 
came along to check 
out all the goods on 
offer, of course, buy as 
much as they could 
carry, and enjoy the 
tea, coffee, cake or 
ploughmanôs that were 
available to purchase.  
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A nice hot cup of tea didnôt 
go amiss that day! 
 
The good variety of 
stallholders were of a very 
high quality, a fact noted by 
sellers and buyers alike. 
One stallholder even had a 
customer from Northampton 
stop off en route to Devon, 
having seen an 
advertisement online. They 
do say it pays to advertise ï and this client proved the point. 
 
The closing of the day at 4pm saw quite a number of stallholders 
say they would be happy to take a spot again next year should 
the event be changed to annual. Watch this spaceé. 
 

Thanks, as always, to 
everyone who organised 
the Craft Fair, made the 
lunches and cakes, and 
helped setup, serve and 
clear away. In spite of the 
weather, the stallholders 
have universally provided 
really positive feedback 
about the Fair. 

Schoo l  Ho l i days  
 

Schools will finish on Friday 20th December 2019, 
returning Monday 6th January 2020. 

Half term will start Monday 17th February 2020 
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Winter Farming Update 
 

By Mark Pope  
 
Well, Summer has been and gone, and true 
to form in August the heavens opened 
making harvesting of cereals a challenge. 
The end result that many of you may have 
heard, was our grain drier working to dry 
down the wheat and barley we had in the 
grain store. Finally, the crops are dried down to 15% moisture. 
 
We planted 39 acres of oilseed rape in mid-August. We now have 
only 26 acres left, sadly we lost 13 acres to the flea beetle. I am 
sure any of you with vegetable patches will have seen them in your 
gardens as well. They are black and about the size of a large pin 
head, when you approach them, they jump just like a flea. 
Currently we have no effective means of controlling them, having 
lost the Neonic seed treatment. What I find slightly annoying is that 
the UK is now having to import the shortfall of oilseed rape from 
outside the EU, where the crop is grown using neonic treated 
seed. 
 
Moving on, you will see that maze harvesting this year has also 
proved challenging on the clay soils. As I write this, we are 
currently waiting to plant our wheat crop, which should have been 
in the ground by now. However, Mother Nature often has other 
plans, and has decided we need more rain. We can plant the 
wheat up until the end of November, however, we will suffer a yield 
penalty planting that late on this soil. 
  
We are also starting to get ready for the Christmas trees. We will 
have our open day on Sunday 1st December from 10.00am till 
3.00pm. 
Do please come along and say hello. 
  
We will be cutting trees throughout December. Also, assuming the 
weather dries up we plan to plant some trees in late November and 
early December.  
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Pick Your Own Christmas Tree  

Staple Farm, Staple Fitzpaine, TA3 5BE 
 

Sunday 1st December 2019 
10am to 3pm 

 

Stroll through the plantation with your family, select 
a Christmas tree, then it will be cut for you while-
you-wait; what could be fresher? You can then take 
it home immediately or, for a small charge, have it 
delivered during the following week. The freshest 
tree you will ever buy. 

 

!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƎǎ-ƻƴ-ƭŜŀŘǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ  

aƛƴŎŜ ǇƛŜǎΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ Ŝŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊƳ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ 

ό5ƻƴΩǘ CƻǊƎŜǘ ¸ƻǳǊ ²ŜƭƭƛŜǎΗύ 

 

wŜŀŘȅ Ŏǳǘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ 



17 

 

Thurlbear School 
 

By Jo Moore, School Business Manager 
 
Thurlbear is no different to any other school with regards to financial 
constraints and lack of funding. The recent Government 
announcement of a Ã14.5 billion investment between now and 
2022/23 is extremely welcome, although I think it would be fair to 
say it will take time to reverse the effects that years of austerity have 
had on schools. However, it isnôt always about funding. Rural 
schools also face additional challenges such as lack of transport 
infrastructure, falling numbers, and old buildings not fit for purpose 
compared to newly purpose-built schools. 
 
Our Church School is thriving, and we are working very hard on our 
role in the community, and our impact upon it, as we become more 
popular than ever. We recognise the importance of reaching out and 
engaging with people and organisations around us, and we want to 
work together with these to help our school and our community 
grow, irrespective of the political and economic climate.  
 
We have extremely supportive families, and an incredible PTA who 
raise an amazing amount of money, although we know we cannot 
realise our aims without exploring other funding and income 
generation streams. 

 
So what are we 
doing? Well, we 
have put together a 
financial and 
strategic visioning 
plan outlining our 
key objectives for 
the next 10 years. 
The objectives are 
ones that will 
impact positively on 
our childrenôs 

Continued on next page 
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Christian learning and living within the classroom, and the space 
around the site.   
 
Our priorities include such things as providing additional seating so 
that our children have the opportunity to reflect and socialise within 
a quiet space at break times, Astroturf to enable our children to have 
an effective learning and play space whatever the weather, refurbish 
old hut buildings and equip them as a modern space for teaching 
and learning, and of course traffic. 
 
We are absolutely delighted, that with parent and community help 
we have begun to tick some things off our list. Following a 
Crowdfunding Project initiated by one of our parents we have just 
taken delivery of 3 picnic benches which have already been put to 
good use in our playground. We have also been in touch with 
County and Parish Councillors to investigate the possibility of school 
transport for some of our pupils to help alleviate traffic around our 
school site.    

 
We warmly 
welcome 
volunteers into 
the classroom 
although if 
volunteering in 
the classroom 
isnôt your thing 
and you would 
like to offer your 
expertise or 
volunteer your 
time in another 
way, please get 
in touch.  
 

 
You can reach me on 01823 442277 or email me on 

jmoore@educ.somerset.gov.uk 
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Continued on next page 

NEWS FROM NEROCHE HALL 

(Winter 2019) 
 

By Richard Davies, Chairman  

 

In my last article, I mentioned the fact that 
one of our heating units was defective and 
that it would need replacing. I am pleased 
to report that we have now sourced a local 
company to install a new replacement unit, 
which will be similar in appearance to 
those currently installed, although far more 
economical and efficient. As with all things, 
improvements are made with the passing of time and the newer 
units can be programmed to switch off when no movement is 
detected after a specified period of time. Not every hirer 
remembers to turn the heating off, so potential savings are a 
bonus. 

 

Some of you may have noticed that the flooring has been looking 
a little tired and scuffed of late, and as part of our continual 
refurbishment program we shall be having the surface chemically 
stripped and given three layers of polish. This will refresh the floor 
considerably and enable our cleaning team to maintain a durable 
surface for all uses. This process is necessary at 3 or 4 yearly 
intervals dependent upon wear and tear. 

 

Recent events at the hall have included our usual fish and chip 
quiz night, which was well attended as always and provided an 
evening of challenges for the grey matter. We are expecting to 
stage our next quiz next Spring subject to the availability of one of 
our quizmasters. 

 

 

Our Craft Fair was also well attended. However, I suspect that the 
inclement weather may well have deterred some from visiting. 
There was a great deal of interest from stall holders wishing to 
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book a table and a waiting list for any cancellations proved just 
how popular craft fairs are in the approach to the festive season. 
Ploughmanôs, teas and cakes were also very popular during the 
day, and thanks goes to those working in the kitchen who looked 
after everyone. 

 

Film nights as I have said before seem to have suffered a fall in 
popularity and some difficult decisions had to be made to avoid 
further losses. A recent increase in Moviolaôs fees means that our 
profit margins have been cut even further. The choice of films 
available to screen varies considerably, and some months are 
better than others. Therefore, we have decided to be more 
selective in our choices with showings based on likely popularity 
rather than on a monthly basis. In other words, we cannot 
guarantee a regular screening. The coming films are óDownton 
Abbeyô on Friday, 31st January 2020, and óYesterdayô on Friday, 
27th March 2020.   

 

By popular demand, we are currently in rehearsal for our next 
óMurder Mysteryô play which will be on Saturday, 22nd February 
2020. The subject clue is in the title as always and on this 
occasion it is óWho Killed the Secret Agentô? You may wish to 
polish your magnifying glasses and purchase a new notebook in 
readiness for unmasking the killer and winning our coveted 
trophy! Once again, we will have tables so that you can either 
make up a team or join others to form a team and work together 
to solve the crime. As before there will be a light supper and bar 
available. 

 

Finally, I am pleased to announce that we have recently recruited 
two additional committee members to join our team. Both 
Kingsley Beck and Andy Palmer have agreed to be co-opted, 
which will increase our flexibility as a committee to fund raise and 
promote new events.  

 

For further details of all coming events please go to our website: 
www.nerochehall.org.uk 
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Neroche Woodlanders at Young Wood 
 
As we watch the effects of flooding on communities in the north of 
England, itôs worth remembering the value of trees, woods, scrubland 
and all natural vegetation in attenuating the worst effects of extreme 
rainfall ï and equally, helping stave off drought at the driest times of the 
year. Anything which reduces the rate at which rainfall finds its way 
down a catchment towards settlements, is a good thing. Natural 
vegetation increases the óroughnessô of the landscape, and that 
roughness helps slow the water down. Tree roots, banks of scrub, 
boggy ground, and tussocky permanent pasture all help put the brakes 
on the water. So, the Neroche forest, with its rich patchwork of 
vegetation types, stands guard up there on the hillsides above our 
villages ï another reason to be thankful for its presence. 
 
Itôs been another busy autumn for us at Neroche Woodlanders. 
Alongside our regular programmes, during the half term holiday we ran 
a fantastical session for children and families at Castle Neroche for the 
Forestry Commission, called óPutting the Dragons to Bedô. This was 
based on traditional Somerset stories that tell of the need to perform 
ceremonies around Michaelmas, to encourage the dragons which lie 
under the hills to sleep peacefully through the winter, and not cause 
trouble for the people. In our interpretation of the story, we enabled the 
children to make their own clay models of dragons, then make a nest 

Continued on next page 

Children taking part in the ñPutting the Dragons to Bedò event at Castle Neroche in October 
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for their dragon out of autumn leaves and twigs, find a quiet place to 
hide their nested dragon, so it could go to sleep. 
 
Back at Young Wood our parent and toddler group, Young Saplings, is 
still running on Friday mornings, and has spaces available for any 
parent or guardian who would like to bring young children (up to age 5) 
for some quality time in the woods ï see 
www.nerochewoodlanders.org/young-saplings for full information. 
 
Meanwhile, as ever, anyone is welcome to join our friendly, informal 
volunteer days: at Young Wood on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month (except Christmas) and at other local nature reserves on the 
second and third Wednesdays.  See www.nerochewoodlanders.org/
ncv for more information. 
 
With best wishes for Christmas and the new year 
Gavin, Jenny and the team at Neroche Woodlanders 

ARE YOU NEW TO THE AREA? 
 

Here are the different ways you 
can find out whatôs happening in 

Neroche from the 
Communication Action Group:- 

 

Neroche Newsletter is delivered 
free to every household each quarter ï full of upcoming events, articles 
on recent events, and updates from local Groups and leaders.  
Contact us at nerochenewsletter@gmail.com 
 

Neroche Villages Website - the place for information from the Parish 
Council including planning applications, meeting minutes etc. You will 
also find information on local groups and clubs, events, News, local 
businesses, and details of the Blackdown Hills and Neroche 
Woodlanders. 
www.nerochevillages.org.uk 
 

Neroche Email alert ï distributed every 3 to 4 weeks, bringing you 
information about local events, information from the Parish Council, 
and details of whatôs happening in our neighbouring villages. To sign 
up for the Email alert, just send your details to 
nerocheemail@gmail.com.    
 

Welcome to Neroche 

mailto:nerochenewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.nerochevillages.org.uk
mailto:nerocheemail@gmail.com
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Macmillan Coffee Morning 
 

September 28th, 2019 
 
This yearôs coffee morning was 
held at St Peterôs Church, Staple 
Fitzpaine. Whilst most take place 
on a Friday, we have found locally 
that holding the event on a 
Saturday means whole families can 
be there, and this proved to be the 
case. 
 
To call this a ñCoffee Morningò was in fact a bit of a misnomer as it was 
Cake, Cake, and Cake that took centre stage! So many beautiful and 
varied ones ï all made by our local ladies, oh, and one man. Paul Hart 
baked a delicious lemon drizzle, which apparently is his speciality. 
There were fruit cakes, honey cakes, coffee cakes, lemon cakes, and 
cupcakes, all beautifully laid out for the enjoyment of visitors. 
 
Of course, tea, coffee and biscuits were available too, along with soft 
drinks for the children. Cakes were also on sale for people to take 
home. 
 
Jacqueline Kolkowski organised a Bric a Brac stall which proved to be 
very popular. Who knew we all had so much to pass on, then needed 
something else to buy! 
 
You could also test your skill and guess how many berries in a fruit pie 

or how many dots on a cake. 
 

Continued on next page 



24 

 

Many thanks to Pauline Phelps who organised the whole event, to 
Jacqueline for the Bric a Brac stall, and to all the willing helpers, both 
on the day and before. 
 
Year on year your generous donations never fail, and this year we 
raised the magnificent total of Ã621 ï all in the space of two hours! 
Amazing. 
 
We are all touched one way and another by the wonderful work of 
Macmillan and it is a privilege to help in any way we can. 

Taunton Racecourse 
 

By Karen Learoyd 
 

Set in the heart of the Somerset 
countryside, and sited within our 
parish of Neroche, Taunton 
Racecourse is England's youngest jumps racecourse and stages 
around fifteen race-meetings each season. Their visitors enjoy national 
hunt racing, featuring some of the biggest names in the sport; although 
Taunton Racecourse is not just about racing, it boasts excellent 
facilities for conferences, meetings, concerts, parties and events. It is 
also the perfect venue for your wedding reception.  http://
www.tauntonracecourse.co.uk  
 
 

Upcoming Fixtures 2019/20 
 

Thursday November 28: Autumn Fixture 

Thursday, December 12: Festive Fixture 

Monday, December 30: Christmas Meeting 

Tuesday, January 7: Love Musgrove Charity Day ï 2 for 1 

Saturday, January 18: Portman Cup Saturday 

Sunday, February 2: The Sunday Meeting 

Tuesday, February 18: Half Term Raceday 

Thursday, February 27: Bath & West Raceday 

Continued on next page 


