
  

 

Working Together for a Better Community 

Welcome to the Neroche Villagesô Newsletter, a quarterly publication 
delivered free to every household in Neroche Parish, helping the 
community to stay connected and up-to-date on local issues. 

For the parishes of Staple Fitzpaine, Bickenhall, Curland 
and Orchard Portman with Thurlbear 

 

Issue 37 - Autumn 2020 

The Neroche Scarecrow Festival 2020 was a huge 
success - an amazing level of creativity from all makers. 

Read all about it inside. 
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The Scarecrow Festival 2020 ï A Walk Through Time  
 

By Karen Learoyd 
 
What a fantastic antidote to the last few months of doom and gloom this 
yearôs Scarecrow Festival proved to be! The theme of óHistorical 
Character ï Fact or Fictionô provided plenty of scope for the scarecrow 
makers to stretch their creative talents. We travelled from Ancient 
Egypt, through Greek mythology, 5th century rulers, notable characters 
and monarchs from the Tudor, Stuart, Georgian and Victorian eras, 
culminating in a group of 20th century celebrities! There were outlaws, 
terrorists, plunderers (which must 
say something about the Neroche 
community) happily sitting 
alongside great leaders and 
pioneers, musicians, rulers and 
actual scarecrows! 
 
The scarecrows started to appear 
late on Friday 17th July, and we 
soon started hearing reports of 
people who had made the rounds 
to visit them, with the aid of the 
maps carefully crafted by Alison 
Brown (not to scale she always 
says!). As the days passed it 
became apparent this had 
generated a huge amount of 
interest both locally and further 
afield and more maps were quickly 
produced. People ódid the tourô by 
bike, on foot, by car and also on 
horseback, although the size of 
some of the creations must have 
been quite frightening!   
 
On Tuesday afternoon Alison 
supplied cream teas at Battens 
Farm, ably supported by Nicky 
Baxter, Jane Hole and Carole 
Wensley-Dodd. I heard the scones 
and Victoria sponge were all 

Continued on next page 
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delicious and went down a treat, raising a whopping Ã208 during the 
afternoon. 
 
The traditional BBQ and prize giving was held on Sunday at St Peterôs 
Church, and it was lovely to see so many people attend, all within the 
socially distanced guidelines. Thanks to Jon Bell for his amazing 
cooking, Sheila Green and Mary Bell for helping with the food, along 
with Jacky Kolkowski for supplying salads etc in advance. Anthony 
Brown organised car parking, Mark Porter and Rebecca George ably 
ran the bar, as well as setting up the day before and calculating the 
results ï all in all a very pleasant afternoon, not even slightly 
dampened by the odd shower! 
 
There were 21 entries in total, some people who regularly take part, 
although also great to see some new entrants this year. The standard 
was exceptional, so many extra details were added to the main exhibit, 
some looked more óscarecrow likeô than others, and all had so much 
work put into them. It certainly brought a great amount of pleasure to 
everyone who saw them in person, or online if they were unable to 
undertake the tour.  
 
And the results were: 
 

1st Place: Evel Knievel (John Cooney) 
- see photo on front page 

 
 

Continued on next page 
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2nd Place: One Small Step for Mané. (Val and Mike Aspray) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3rd Place: Queen Victoria and Sharp the Dog 

(RSPCA West Hatch) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Childrenôs Award: King Arthur and Guinevere 

(Harriet and William Lister) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on next page 
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Over 100 voting slips were posted in the Church, proving how popular 
a local event this is in spite of lockdown or maybe because! In total 
Ã850 was raised for the Church through the tea, BBQ, maps and some 
very generous donations. 
 
Finally, a huge thank you to Alison Brown for all the energy and hard 
work that went into organising such a wonderful event, and last but not 
least, to all the scarecrow makers and visitors who made it such a 
success. 
 
Hereôs to next year! 

Flower Eating Deer 

Socially Distanced 
Swans 
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Continued on next page 

District Councillor Update  
 

By Ross Henley 
 

I hope everyone is well. I know that lockdown 
has been so hard for so many people 
particularly trying to maintain physical and 
mental health. It only seems like yesterday that 
I saw lots of you at the Neroche Hall quiz back 
in March, which was just about the last face to 
face community event that took place before 
we went into lockdown. During the first few 
weeks I was looking after my 87 year old dad 
to make sure he was OK. It was lovely, in the nicest possible way, to 
be able to start to venture out after over two months staying in his 
house.  
 
During lockdown there has been lots still going on locally. The long 
running planning issue in Curland which is of interest to so many 
people there has been continuing throughout lockdown and recently 
both applications were refused. We will wait and see what happens 
next with this issue. I am in support of local residents on this, and I will 
continue to do so having raised objections to the planning application. 
It has been a very stressful time for people living near this site for 
nearly a year now. They should not be having to put up with all of this 
uncertainty.  
 
An issue on which I am keeping a watching brief is that of the land that 
the Crown Estate sold to Taylor Wimpey. I am totally opposed to large 
scale development like this in the parish. This is a deeply rural special 
location and I want it to remain so. I will continue to challenge on this 
issue to try and oppose any attempts to include this area for large 
scale development in any future local Council plans. I know lots of local 
residents worry about this, and I will do whatever I can to support them. 
This whole issue was highlighted in a recent article on The Daily Mail 
website scrutinising the deal between the Crown Estate and Taylor 
Wimpey. Iôm always trying to keep an eye on what the Crown is doing, 
and once when they threatened to evict residents from rented 
properties in Neroche, I managed to ódoor-stepô the Crown Estate 
chairman at a black tie dinner in London where he was the guest 
speaker! The opportunity to challenge him in public over what the 
Crown was doing to local tenants was too good an opportunity to miss. 
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It was lovely to be able to get out recently and look at all of the entries 
for the scarecrow competition. I also really enjoyed going to the BBQ 
that took place in the churchyard at Staple Fitzpaine to celebrate the 
competition and award the prizes. The food was lovely, as was the 
company, and so nice to talk to people face to face, yet socially 
distanced, for the first time in months.  
 
On another point, just a quick reminder if you are popping into Taunton 
or Wellington that all Council car parks are still free until the end of 
August. This has been done to support our local shops. Other councils 
started charging for car parking in May or June, although I think that 
Somerset West and Taunton has got it right by still offering free parking 
at the moment. 
 
Finally, on a personal note, I wanted to say how much my dad and I 
enjoyed the weekly quiz set by David Spears. We looked forward to it 
each week, and It certainly helped keep my sanity in the early dark 
days of lockdown when I was looking after my dad full time. 

Peacock Butterfly Broad Bodied Chaser Dragonfly 
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Corn Stooks 
 

By Jac Wanstall 
 
Hopefully many of you have seen the impressive displays of corn in the 
field next to Stuckeyôs Cottage in Curland. I must admit, I had never 
seen any corn stacks like this before and thought they were stunning, 
so I wanted to find out a bit more about them. For those of you who are 
interested, here is a little information.  
 

 
A corn stook, also known as a corn stack or corn shock, is an 
arrangement of either wheat, corn, barley or oat sheaves propped up 
by each other. The cut grain stalks are placed in such a way as to keep 
the grain heads off the ground to dry them and protect it from vermin. 
This is the main purpose of the stook, to dry the corn, whilst preventing 
it being eaten by wildlife, and was the traditional method prior to 
mechanical harvesting. The stooks are typically used as thatching 
material as the stalks remain longer than with normal harvesting. Once 
they have dried in the field, the next stage is then separating the grain, 
which is known as threshing. 
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Continued on next page 

Neroche Heritage Fingerpost Project    
  

By Jane Hole 
 
It seems an age and a pandemic away from our last Fingerpost bulletin 
in December. Luckily for the project we have been able to solider on 
throughout the lockdown and ensuing months. Our last update showed 
pictures of 8 new aluminium arms due to go up this year.  
 
During the spring and early summer months these arms have been 
undercoated with a red primer, followed by several coats of white metal 
paint. Then the fiddly task of painting the village names and mileages in 
black. John Learoyd, Dianne and Brian Hood, and Mark Palmer were 
the stalwarts here. 
 
On a wet June day our external contractors, Somerset Forge came to 
dismantle the posts at Thurlbear and Staple Fitzpaine. These posts are 
on dangerous roads and unsafe for the volunteers to work on. 

 
Of the 6 arms on this post, the 3 plastic arms (identified by their straight 
end) have been replaced with new aluminium arrow edged arms. The 
new arm for Bickenhall now includes the sign for Neroche Hall and we 
have taken down the clunky old plastic one. 

Somerset Forge dismantling the post Staple Fitzpaine unrestored 
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Continued on next page 

The cast iron arms needed to be restored by rubbing down and 
removing all the old flaking paint, rust spotting, then a coat of red anti 
corrosive primer applied. This has been followed by up to four coats of 
white paint and the lettering painted in black. We have also replaced 
the old rusty internal poles with new galvanised steel ones. Once 
again, the volunteer team stepped forward and John Parsons, Kingsley 
Beck, Pete Malthouse, Jane Hole and Clare Canape worked on these.  

 
 
 
 
 
On 6th August Somerset Forge reassembled the fingerposts at 
Thurlbear and Staple Fitzpaine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restored arms and finial 

Red primer 

Somerset Forge reassembling 
Staple Fitzpaine Fingerpost 
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Neroche Heritage Fingerpost Team proudly present: Two More 
Fully Restored Fingerposts! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We will now 
concentrate on the 
post at New Road. 
It will soon be 
ready for 
reassembly by the 
volunteer team and 
then we will have 
finished our 
planned 
programme for this 
year. 2021 will 
hopefully see the 
lost post from near 
Neroche Hall 
replaced, the post 
at the T junction 
near Dairy House 

Farm renewed, and the work completed on Badger Street. 

Thurlbear fully restored 

Staple Fitzpaine fully restored  

Foundry mark on 
Thurlbear post  


