
  

 

Working Together for a Better Community 

Welcome to the Neroche Villagesô Newsletter, a quarterly publication delivered free to every 
household in Neroche Parish, helping the community to stay connected and up-to-date on 
local issues. 

For the parishes of Staple Fitzpaine, Bickenhall, Curland 
and Orchard Portman with Thurlbear 
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Neroche Scarecrow Festival  
 

An innovative theme was agreed 
for this yearôs scarecrow festival ï 
óSaints and Sinnersô, and not 
surprisingly this gave a great deal 
of latitude to all the budding 
builders. In the final tally it was a 
fairly even split between those 
classed as saints and those 
deemed to be sinners, but perhaps 
with some óup for grabsô! 
 
While slightly down on scarecrow 
numbers compared to last year, 
there were still enough to ensure 
that óthe tourô was fun, even if you 
had to pick your day carefully to 
avoid the unwelcome July rainfall. 
With voting forms in hand and 
following Alisonôs ónot to scaleô 
map, families could be seen 
walking, driving or cycling around 
the route, stopping to look carefully 
at each creation.  
 
The saints were represented by 
St Peter and the Pearly Gates, with 
a suffragette chained to the gates, 
overlooked by St Peter making his 
judgement call on her right to entry. 
Also, St Christopher, carrying a 
baby, both resplendent in knitted 
halos. We had the Superhero 
Saints, an eclectic collection of 
superhero characters, along with 
Saint Bernadette Soubirious, sat in 
front of the stream where she saw 
the visions which inspired the 
building of chapels at Lourdes.  
 

Continued on next page 
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Continued on next page 

Sinners were from the world of 
politics, literature, and religion ï 
Vladimir Pukinô brilliantly portrayed 
in jail, with a great deal of 
gruesome expanding foam coming 
out of his mouth, alongside a rather 
realistic tank! The Dark Lord stood 
menacingly at the end of a 

driveway, accompanied by his 
serpent and yew wand, a true 
manifestation of evil. Eve tempted 
many passersby with her forbidden 
fruit, while also tangled around a 
serpent.  
 
Some scarecrows combined the 
two or left you to make your own 
decision ï Saint or Sinner?, the 
Just Stop Oil protestor in a ditch, 
while the Sherwood Saints and 
Sinner was a clever take on Robin 
Hood, Maid Marian, along with the 
truly bad Sheriff of Nottingham. 
Lots of very clever details could be 
seen on this group of scarecrows. 
The Hand of God depicted 
Maradonaôs infamous handball at 
the 1986 World Cup, while the 

Superhero Saints 

St Bernadette Soubirious 

Forbidden Fruit 
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crowd scene hosted many famous saints and sinners. Many people 
said they had lots of fun identifying all the faces, which were artfully 
drawn. 
 
Unfortunately, the weather had a detrimental impact on the mid-week 
tea, although the BBQ was well attended despite early rain. It was 
lovely to see so many families there, and the results were a testament 
to the number of scarecrows which had been created by our younger 
parishioners. Watch out all you adults ï the children are coming! 
 
Overall Winners ï 
 
First Place ï The Hand of God (John and Karen Learoyd, and Carole 
Wensley-Dodd). 
 
Second Place ï Vladimir Pukinô ï (Harry and Millie Parsons). 

 
Third Place ï Sherwoodôs Saint & 
Sinner ï (Maya and Theo Lewis).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Childrenôs Awards ï  
 
First Place ï Vladimir Pukinô ï (Harry and Millie Parsons). 

Continued on next page 
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Second Place ï Sherwoodôs Saint & Sinner ï (Maya and Theo Lewis).  
 
Third Place ï The Dark Lord ï (Willow, Frank and Poppy Chapman). 

 
Alison thanked everyone who 
made a scarecrow, and everyone 
who helped at the BBQ, and also 
to Mark Porter who allowed a brief 
but tantalising visit to the top of the 
bell tower where some toys were 
parachuted to the ground! There is 
a lovely sense of community at this 
gathering and during the whole 
week, a great fund raiser for St 
Peterôs Church, but donôt 
underestimate the work involved 
for everyone who takes part.  
 
Thanks must also go to Alison for 
organising another very special 
Scarecrow week. 

 
The Dark Lord 

Saint or Sinner 
Make Up Your Own Mind 
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From the Parish Council 
 

By Mark Palmer, Chair 
 

It has been 12 months since the idea of reviewing the Neroche 
Neighbourhood Plan was first discussed. After careful consideration, 
the subcommittee decided to carry out a Community Plan instead. 
Community Plans are less restrictive than Neighbourhood Plans, which 
are primarily focused on the built environment. Community Plans can 
cover a wider range of topics, such as climate change, the 
environment, and health and well-being. They also take significantly 
less time to complete. 
 
The Community Council for Somerset, with funding from Somerset 
County Council, provided support for parishes to formulate a 
questionnaire, host it online, and bring together the answers to produce 
a final report on areas the community would like local government to 
focus its attention. This review will enable the Parish Council and 
Somerset Council to work together to improve the lives of residents in 
Neroche. 
 
I would like to personally thank the group of people, both parish 
councillors and parishioners, who have spent many hours on this 
project. Their hard work and perseverance has led to a successful 
conclusion to this review. 
 
I would also like to thank all the parishioners who took the time to 
complete the online questionnaire. Your feedback was invaluable in 
helping us to understand the priorities of the community. 
 
I am confident that the findings of this review will help to shape the 
future of Neroche. Together, we can make our community a better 
place to live, work, and raise a family. 
 
I would like to remind residents that the parish council still has 
vacancies so if you would like to come and join us you are more than 
welcome. On that note I would also like to remind members of the 
public wishing to attend that parish council meetings have now 
changed to the second Tuesday of each month. 
 
Thank you. 
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