
  

 

Working Together for a Better Community 

Welcome to the Neroche Villagesô Newsletter, a quarterly publication delivered free to every 
household in Neroche Parish, helping the community to stay connected and up-to-date on 
local issues. 

For the parishes of Staple Fitzpaine, Bickenhall, Curland 
and Orchard Portman with Thurlbear 

 

Issue 42 - Winter 2021 

We wish to thank our friends at Taunton Racecourse for their continued 
support in sponsoring all of the costs for this issue of the Neroche Newsletter 
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Neroche Autumn Craft Fair 
 

By Karen Learoyd 
 

The morning of this yearôs Craft Fair dawned dry and bright, a marked 
difference to the last Fair in 2019, and a relief that it wasnôt the 
following Saturday when the heavens opened! 
 
Several keen exhibitors were already at the Hall when I arrived at 
8.15am to open up so they could begin to setup their stalls. The next 
couple of hours were a whirlwind of activity as trolley loads of boxes, 
stands, decorations and items to sell, were brought into the hall, and 
the stands began to take shape.  At the same time, loads of gorgeous 
looking cakes were being delivered by members of the WI. By 
10.30am, everyone was ready, and the doors were opened to the 
public.   
 
With over 20 stalls selling everything from jewellery to books, from 
wooden ornaments to pottery, from pet accessories to art, weaving, 
natural skincare, decoupage, and everything in between, there really 
was something for everybody. There were also stands to support the 
work of The Woodland Trust and Somerset Wildlife Trust. Many of the 
stallholders were local, and for three of them, it was their first fair. Fay 
Mackenzie (Alannah Jewellery), Annabel White (Speckled Earth) and 
Sharon Bradford (pottery) were all making their first foray into the world 
of craft fairs, and it proved very successful. Sharon had even sold items 
before the doors had opened! People were streaming in by 11am, and 
every stall had plenty of interested customers, purchases were being 
made, and everyone seemed to find something they wanted to take 
home! 

Alannah Jewellery Speckled Earth 
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When spending money 
became too tiring, a cup 
of tea and a slice of 
cake beckoned, and 
there was a wide choice 
of wonderful homemade 
cakes, as well as 
ploughmanôs lunches 
available. A chance to 
óshow and tellô, or just to 
catch up with a friendly 

face or two while resting the feet before it was time to take a second or 
third circuit around the hall.   Meanwhile, the wonderful ladies serving 
refreshments were working their socks off!  
 
Trade slowed down a little over the lunch period, although there 
remained a steady stream of people until the end of the fair at 3pm. 
Advertising had been more extensive than in the past, and there were 
people from much further afield than Neroche, which was a huge bonus 
for the event. The stallholders were extremely complimentary about the 
success of the fair, and are looking forward to the next oneé.watch 
this space. 
 
Thanks, as always, to the amazing team of helpers on the day, 
especially the ladies in the kitchen who worked tirelessly to cope with 
the hordes, and to the chaps who helped with unloading, loading, and 
clearing away. A special mention to the cake makers from the WI, who 
donated their time and fabulous creations in support of the Hall. 

Gothic Mirrors Boo Botanicals 

Sharonôs Pottery 
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(Report by Alan Perrior) 
 

As we look forward to a post-pandemic world, the extended amount 
of time that weôve spent living with various Covid-19 lockdowns and 
restrictions has reshaped many aspects of our lives. Weôre social 
creatures and are not normally comfortable with being isolated for 
long periods. Therefore, it was with a huge sigh of relief that we (Jill 
and I) entered a team for the quiz ï in prospect was a fun evening out 
with convivial company, a fish ñnò chips supper and a couple of 
drinks. 
 
And we werenôt disappointed. Of course, the number of teams was 
down on previous years although that was to be expected in these 
uncertain times ï the important thing is that the event went ahead and 
was enjoyed by all who took part. 
 
The quiz wouldnôt have happened without the hard work and 
enthusiasm of the organising team who showed great courage in 
planning and holding such an event without really knowing who, if 
anyone, would turn up. So, itôs ñWell Doneò to: 
 



5 

 

Continued on next page 

Karen Learoyd for taking advance bookings and sorting out the mid-
quiz food orders. 
 
Nicky Baxter and Mary Bell for the scoring. 
 

Carole Wensley-Dodd and Alison Brown for the raffle. 
 
Kingsley Beck for being the doorman and collecting 
the entry fees. 
 
(If Iôve left anyone out, I apologise). 
 
And last, but not least, Andrew Morgan for being 
the quizmaster.  
 
A good quiz should inform, educate, and entertain 
and Andrew managed this ñin spadesò. He even 
managed to throw in a few questions requiring 
educated guesses which produced an appreciative 
ñWhoopò and ñYeeeeeeeesò when teams managed 
to work out the correct answer. (Not many groan-
worthy questions / answers this time though.) 
 
Especially successful was his innovative music round. Incidentally this 
round catapulted the winning team to the top of the leader board with 
their remarkable ability to recognise the vocal talents, singing, 
serenading, crooning voice of William Shatner (aka Star Trekôs Captain 
Kirk). Another sign of a good quiz is when the gap between the top and 
bottom teams is just that, a gap ï not a chasm. The contest was close 
throughout with the winners scoring 92 points and the bottom team 
scoring a very creditable 76, most teams scored somewhere in the 80s. 
So well done Andrew. 
 
It was also great to see ñnew bloodò 
at this village event; so, itôs a big 
welcome to Ned Binding and to the 
Coombes family ï all recently 
moved to Bickenhall.    
However, it wouldnôt have been a 
fish ñnò chips quiz without fish ñnò 
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FRIDAY 10th DECEMBER 2021 

 (6.30pm FOR EYES DOWN 7pm) 

Neroche Parish Hall  
RAFFLE      BAR    Bring your own nibbles     

Booking essential    

Email tricia@witchlodge.co.uk 

CHRISTMAS FAMILY BINGO 

chips! Well done to óLayz Ricksô who, once again, performed miracles 
by providing all those hot meals in an unfeasibly short time for the mid-
quiz interval.  
 
So, who triumphed in this contest for the bragging rights to be called 
óThe Brains of Nerocheô? 
The winners were óEar Wig Go Againô, i.e. Alan and Jill Perrior of 
Bickenhall, Sue Whitehouse from Stoke St Mary, Ross Henley from 
Wellington (Councillor for Hatch and Blackdown) and Paul Hart, 
Bellringer extraordinaire from Staple Fitzpaine. They won the quiz by 
just one point from Karen Learoydôs team! 

 

Letôs hope that we come out of this dreadful Covid situation 
before too long and the next quiz will, with luck, be bigger and 
better. (oops, was that a split infinitive? If so, it was in honour of 
Captain James T. Kirk, who managed to boldly provide the winning 

point for óEar Wig Go Againô!  
 

 Roll on the next quiz. 
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Parish Council debates A358 upgrade plan 
 

By Sarah Hyde 
 
The planned upgrade to make the A358 an Expressway, a change to 
the access proposals and the impact on our villages was discussed by 
councillors and residents at a special meeting of Neroche Parish 
Council. 
 

The extraordinary session on October 28 followed the publication of 
revised and more detailed plans by National Highways (NH), and a 
renewed invitation to join 12 surrounding parish councils who have 
united to state their views with a single voice. 
 

The main difference affecting Neroche is the proposal to keep open 
both Bickenhall Lane, and the road that leads to Capland, referred to 
as Staple Fitzpaine Road, with flyovers at both locations across the 
A358. Previously, Staple Fitzpaine Road was planned as the sole 
access route remaining, and this was Nerocheôs favoured option. There 
are fears that keeping both routes open will lead to increased traffic 
through our villages. However, retaining both access routes is preferred 
by the 12 parishes, and this is now in the updated NH scheme. 
Neroche council had previously declined to join the 12 parishes due to 
this difference in views. 
 

Councillors and 15 residents took the opportunity to discuss the wider 
pros and cons of the upgrade. 
 

Points made included: 
 

¶ The proposal will mean longer journeys through narrow roads for 
residents to access the A358, either at Ashill or Mattockôs Tree 
Hill. 

¶ Agricultural and slow-moving traffic and cyclists could be banned 
from the Expressway at some point, as on the A14 in 
Cambridgeshire. 

¶ Communities either side of the A358 are being used as collateral 
damage to solve problems in other areas. 

¶ The new road will take traffic off the A303 on to the already-
oversubscribed M5, adding delays to wider journeys and business 
travel.  

¶ The flyovers and trenches will be an óurbanisationô of the villages. 
¶ The traffic data used for modelling is from 2015 and is out of date. 

The Henlade bypass will be a benefit to us - people are already 
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avoiding the A358 and coming through our villages because of 
the delays there. Doing nothing will mean the traffic here will get 
worse. 

 

In their response, the 12 parishes object to the creation of an 
Expressway - a ómini-motorwayô - which they say will have no beneficial 
impact on safety or traffic speed. They highlight that our stretch of the 
A358 cannot be an Expressway in line with NH standards as it ends in 
roundabouts, which is contrary to strategy. They also highlight that NH 
says 813 properties will be negatively affected by noise. 
 

Neroche councillors agreed with the 12 parishesô preference for a dual 
carriageway with better access to local villages, rather than an 
Expressway. There was concern that there was further detail in the 
joint response that wouldnôt be of benefit to our communities, and they 
wouldnôt agree to. 
 

The council agreed to remain an independent voice, and to encourage 
input from local residents to help shape a standalone response, 
focusing on what will best serve the needs of the Neroche community. 

Forestry England Update 
 

By Dave Peck &  
Robert Greenhalgh 

 
We have recently welcomed our new Forester to the 
team. Dave Peck will be covering Jon Burgess whilst 
he is on secondment to a role with Forest Services 
until spring/summer 2022. Dave brings extensive 
knowledge with him and a real enthusiasm for forestry and 
conservation. Having spent the early part of his career in the south 
district and supporting important projects like the white-tailed eagle 
reintroductions on the Isle of Wight, Dave is proving to be a real asset 
to our team.  
  
We have recently completed a successful operation to remove all 
Chalara infected dangerous Ash trees along significant stretches of the 
Staple Hill road, at the bottom of Castle Neroche, and also the B3170 
which intersects Priors Park wood. Chalara is a chronic fungal disease 
which causes Ash dieback and poses a significant health and safety 
risk, especially when in a close vicinity to public rights of way and 

Continued on next page 
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highways. As a team we inspect all Ash trees twice a year, which sit 
within close proximity to areas of high public use and make necessary 
arrangements to remove if deemed as unsafe. 
  
There are no active harvesting operations planned for this winter within 
the Neroche area, however next summer we plan to harvest and thin 
the southern end of Staple Hill, concentrating on the Sitka Spruce. This 
Spruce has now reached its threshold and is ready to be thinned, which 
will allow for increased space and light for stronger trees to 
develop.  We are also currently busy tariffing for upcoming thinning 
operations within both Bickenhall and Thurlbear, which is likely to take 
place later next summer if contractor availability allows. 
  
Volunteering activities have also returned to the estate which has been 
great to get up and running again ï many of the benefits of group 
working, socialising and just getting out and about were clearly visible 
to many people who were affected by lockdown, something which 
many of you Iôm sure felt keenly as well. Weôve targeted óhard to reachô 
community groups to support our work, and a huge thanks must be 
extended to the team at Neroche Conservation Volunteers and the 
Blackdown Hills AONB for their continued support and hard work. All 
the activities have been focussed around continuing to halo the ancient 
oak trees within Piddle Wood, Wych Lodge and helping to clear the 
coniferous regrowth at Staple Common to improve the SSSI status of 
the site. The ancient oaks are now even more exposed than ever, and 
Iôd encourage you to take an adventurous stroll to view these when you 
can ï amazing specimens that leave you completely awe-struck. 
  
The positive feedback for the new trail at Staple Hill continues to roll in 
which is fantastic to hear. Weôve now installed two new picnic benches 
at the site which, apart from some initial vandalism, seem to be going 
down a storm! 
  
Weôve also been working with the Blackdown Hills AONB to generate 
the ô30 ways to explore the Blackdown Hillsô. The aim of this initiative is 
to provide people with mindful and creative ways to explore the 
Blackdown Hills. They donôt cover everywhere or everything to do, 
instead we wanted to inspire people to connect more with nature and 
the landscape with these simple ideas. Take a look and see what you 
can discover! 
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Harvest at Thurlbear School 
 

By Jo Moore 
 
Our chosen charity 
for our Harvest 
celebrations this year 
was ñTaunton Open 
Doorò, a charity 
committed to helping 
those without homes 
in Taunton and 
surrounding areas, 
offering warmth, food 
and advice. 
 
Thurlbear pupils 
made a fantastic 
effort to support the 
project and a carload 
was dropped off to a 
delighted Centre 
Manager, Mark, who 
had previously come 
into school to explain 
about the charity to 
our pupils. The 
response from our 
families was 
inspirational and truly 
encapsulated what 
makes us a strong 
school community. 
 
If you would like to 
find out more about 
the charity and the important work it does, further details can be 
found here  
https://www.tauntonopendoor.org.uk/ 
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Pop- Up Caf® 
 

St Peterõs Church, Staple Fitzpaine 
Every Friday, 10am to 12pm 

 
Come along for a cuppa with biscuits and delicious 

home-made cakes. 
 

Meet old friends and  
make new ones 

 

For more information contact 
 

Tricia Dryden 
tricia@witchlodge.co.uk 

 Christmas Trees For Sale 

 
 

Staple Farm, Staple Fitzpaine, TA3 5BE 
 

Available from early December 
Pre- cut trees will be available in the yard 
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A LOSING BATTLE? 
 

By John Learoyd 
 
Since the inception of the fingerpost restoration project in Neroche 3 
years ago, it is very disheartening to report that there have been four 
incidents of damage within this period. The New Road junction with 
Cold Road had a finger broken off just before the project commenced. 
The Thurlbear junction post was decapitated, and this year two of the 
recently refurbished posts joined the list. The Broadway junction post 
has had the Broadway finger twisted round, and the post is now at an 
angle and will need to be straightened. The most recent damage is to 
the post at the crossroads near The Greyhound that has had a finger 
broken off, one of our new castings. 
 
Not wishing to apportion blame on any individual although all this 
damage was certainly not caused by the likes of Alison Brown 
dashing around the parish in her Skoda Yeti! The spotlight must 
surely focus on agricultural and larger delivery vehicles. All we can do 
is appeal to the farming community and businesses to make their 
drivers aware of the locations of the posts and how much they mean 
to us all. 
 
Hands up everyone in the parish who is not proud of what we have 
achieved and when driving around the county see other parishes 
posts and say to themselves "Oh they have done a good job" or 
"They are not looking after theirs, they need to get a team together"! 
 

Crossroads New Road 
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As I write this article, the last three posts have been collected from the 
foundry, painted and are now ready to be installed. You should 
hopefully see this happening over the next few weeks. However, a new 
casting will need to be commissioned to replace the latest broken one 
at a cost of Ã150. Without the team of volunteers who then paint, erect, 
and maintain the posts, this individual piece of damage would cost us 
around Ã1000 to repair. This leads me to think, are we fighting a losing 
battle? I hope not. 
 
Going forward we want to work with the community to make sure the 
finger posts are kept in a good condition. Teams will be checking for 
signs of corrosion and touching up when needed, as well as ensuring 
that hedges around them are kept clear by regular cutting in advance of 
any hedge trimming undertaken by the landowners, making them 
visible for all to see and be proud of.  
 
Hence my appeal to all businesses and users of large vehicles to be 
vigilant, thereby keeping the posts looking great and sending out the 
message to all that pass through, that Neroche parish is proud of what 
it has achieved. 

Thurlbear Broadway 
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Neroche Woodlanders at 
Young Wood 

 
During the COP26 Glasgow 
conference there was much talk 
about trees and forests. There was 
a new global commitment to stop 
deforestation because of the 
importance of our remaining forests 
in storing and absorbing carbon 
from the atmosphere. Meanwhile, 
planting a huge number of trees is seen as a major - albeit long term - 
way of sucking carbon dioxide (CO2) out of the atmosphere. 
 
As you walk through the Neroche Forest in the aftermath of all this 
climate talk, you might find yourself wondering - just how much CO2 
are all those trees actually taking in? 
 
The metabolism of trees, which allows them to absorb carbon, is based 
on photosynthesis. Plants absorb water and minerals through their 
roots to make sap, and the sap travels up through the tree to the 
leaves. The leaves absorb carbon dioxide and light, and use 
chlorophyll and the sunôs energy to convert the CO2 and the water in 
the sap, into glucose. Oxygen is released in this process, and the 
glucose is transported off in the sap to nourish the tree. 
 
On average, 50% of a treeôs weight is water, and the other 50% is dry 
mass. 47.5% of that dry matter is carbon. A 25 metre tall oak tree with 
a trunk diameter of 60cm weighs around 9 metric tonnes. 4.5 tonnes of 
that weight is water, and 4.5 tonnes is dry mass, so it contains 2.1 
tonnes (2100 kg) of carbon.   
 
It takes 3.67 kg of CO2 to lay down 1 kg of carbon in the tree. So, for 
the example above, the oak tree has absorbed 2100 x 3.67 = 7707 kg 
of CO2. If we assume the tree is 100 years old, then on average it has 
been absorbing 77 kg of CO2 per year throughout its life. But does it 
absorb more when itôs young than when itôs older? In their youth, trees 
grow faster and so absorb CO2 more quickly, although in older age 
their density is much greater, and so they can absorb proportionately 
more CO2. 
 

Continued on next page 
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Softwoods tend to grow much faster than most hardwoods, so they can 
absorb more CO2. However, because they also live shorter lives, they 
ultimately store less carbon over their lifetime than a long-lived 
hardwood. So, there is a dilemma: planting conifers will make for faster 
absorption, although the trees will be harvested sooner, and become 
carbon sources rather than sinks. For this reason, mixed woodlands 
may be the best compromise ï and a diverse structure with lots of 
different ages of tree within a given woodland, is better still. 
 
Carbon dioxide makes up only a small proportion of the volume of air 
(despite its disproportionate impact on our climate), and so in the 
process of growing by one cubic metre, a tree will purify nearly one 
million cubic metres of air of its CO2. 
 
After youôve had your walk in the woods, if you have driven there, youôll 
get back in your car to drive home. Assuming your car runs on an 
internal combustion engine, on average it will emit around 112 grams of 
CO2 per kilometre. That means that by the time you have driven 690 
km (430 miles) you will have emitted as much CO2 as our example oak 
tree can absorb in a year. If you drive 10,000 miles a year, you need 
twenty three big oak trees to be working just for you, throughout the 
year, to deal with the CO2  from your car travel alone. 
 
Trees work hard for us and do us good in so many ways ï and we 
need more of them. 
 
Gavin, Jenny, Sarah, and the team at Neroche Woodlanders 
www.nerochewoodlanders.org  

SCHOOL TERM DATES 
 

1st November to 17 December 2021 
4th January to 18 February 2022 
28 February to 8 April 2022 
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The big pleasure in starting our role as Volunteer 
Wardens was that we began to see and better 
understand the whole of the Butterfly Reserve at 
Mount Fancy. Previously, over the years, we had 
just carried out conservation tasks in small 
unrelated pockets.  

 

As many of you will know the 27Ha Reserve is in 
three parcels, Shutes, Mount Fancy and Wessex. 
Each parcel has varying aspects of the rich 
mosaic of habitats that range from grassland, 
scrub, swamp, and woodland. 
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The Reserve forms part of the far wider SSSi (Site of Special 
Scientific Interest) known as óRuttersleighô. It was set up because of 
these types of habitats that are now so very rare in England. Our 
Reserve was previously grazed by tenant farmers until it passed into 
the ownership of what is now Forestry England. It is particularly rich in 
plant species along with other open grassland. Butterfly Conservation 
took on a lease to manage and improve the management of these 
habitats about twenty years ago. The idea was to reintroduce grazing, 
and then through grazing and other management of the vegetation, to 
investigate and demonstrate how to manage the site to benefit the key 
butterfly and moth species of the area, along with other priority nature 
conservation features. Why butterflies? Well, they are important 
indicator species that will show how well the land is responding to its 
management, and how it is responding to climate change.  

 

Many of the common butterflies that you will recognise, such as the 
Peacock, Large White or Red Admiral, are unfussy hardy generalists, 
can travel some distances and some even overwinter. At the other 
end of the scale are specialist butterflies that may have very intricate 
lifestyles, or very specific habitat requirements, or may not migrate 
more than a few hundred metres, or only appear for a very short time. 
Initial surveys were carried out from about 1905 onwards, these 
established the range of butterfly species to be found. Then in 1998 
the transect, a fixed route walked weekly during the season, was set 
up and the butterflies were counted on this regular basis. What we do 
know is that some of these rare butterflies, such as the Wood White or 
the Marsh Fritillary, that used to be present within the Reserve have 
not been seen over many recent years. The good news is that the 
Small Pearl Bordered 
Fritillary was recorded this 
year after six years 
absence! 

 

On taking on the lease for 
the Reserve it was fenced to contain the grazing by mainly Exmoor 
ponies but supplemented, from time to time, by the mild natured 

Longhorn cattle that you may have encountered. 
Areas were cleared of Willow or Hazel regrowth that 
were threatening to shade out many ground-cover 
plants. Contractors are also used annually to contain 
any dense bracken or bramble areas where they can 
operate their machines safely. Some of the specialist 
butterflies evolved in the grassy forest rides with its 
mix of young trees and open grass glades with their 
dappled sunlight. These measures are not sufficient 
by themselves to achieve that required delicate 
balance, and volunteers have also been used to 
have an impact in areas where very sensitive 
management is required. 


