
  

 

Working Together for a Better Community 

Welcome to the Neroche Villagesô Newsletter, a quarterly publication 
delivered free to every household in Neroche Parish, helping the 
community to stay connected and up-to-date on local issues. 

For the parishes of Staple Fitzpaine, Bickenhall, Curland 
and Orchard Portman with Thurlbear 
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ON-SCREEN ANNUAL PARISH MEETING A GREAT SUCCESS 
 

By Alan Hyde 
 
About 60 parishioners, and some from outside the parish, tuned in to 
this year's virtual Annual Parish Meeting (APM), held by Zoom on 
15 April. 

It was a great opportunity for the community to stay connected after the 
tough time we've all had over the last year or so. No APM was held last 
year due to Covid, so it was particularly pleasing to see so many 
interested faces on screen, some clutching their favourite tipple as we 
heard about some of the issues of the day from invited speakers. 
 
Masterminded by Jane Hole, brilliantly chaired by John Parsons and 
expertly hosted by Jacq Wanstall, our new Parish Clerk, the two-hour 
session flew by and, despite a couple of faltering handovers, it went 
without a technical hitch! 
 
First up was John Bell, Chairman of Neroche Parish Council, who gave 
an update on local issues including the proposed local government 
changes for Somerset's county and district councils, a bridleway issue, 
an unauthorised development, and the Parish Council's purchase of 
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the defibrillator outside The Greyhound Inn. John concluded by saying 
that he was stepping down from his role as Chairman although would 
continue as a councillor. A new Parish Council Chair will be chosen in 
due course.   
 
Ross Henley, our District Councillor, then gave a brief summary of his 
activities and, looking back over the past year, recognised the impact of 
Covid and its restrictions on people's mental health and highlighted the 
support available. 
 
County Councillor John Thorne spoke about the proposed A358 
upgrade and the Taylor Wimpey development at Orchard Portman. 
Details of the plan to dual the A358 between Southfields roundabout 
near Ilminster and junction 25 of the M5 near Taunton are available on 
the Highways England website, including a recently published 
environmental assessment report which provides some information on 
the impacts on local roads and the surrounding area. Further 
community consultation is intended as part of the planning process 
before the scheme gets considered by a Planning Inspector and a 
recommendation goes to the Secretary of State. In the meantime, the 
Parish Council held an extraordinary general meeting on 22 April to 
seek feedback from parishioners on local access points to present to 
Highways England. 
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On the Orchard Portman development, John said the proposal was 
likely to be included, with other development options at other sites, in a 
forthcoming consultation on the Draft Local Plan. Watch this space. 
 
This was followed by an encouraging talk on the rollout of superfast 
broadband by Lynda Sudlow from Airband, which had recently secured 
a contract following a frustrating chapter for this project. Lynda gave 
some costs (Ã38/month for 40 Mgbps download speed and Ã47/month 
for 100 Mgbps) and indicative timescales, including building the 'fibre to 
the premises' solution later this year before project completion in 2022. 
The installation cost is Ã99 including fibre router and twist port. 
 
Anyone interested is invited to visit http://www.airband.co.uk or 
telephone 01905 676121. 
 
The meeting culminated with a fascinating talk on the climate crisis by 
Jane Durney, a former Wildlife Trust Chief Executive from One Planet 
Bruton (www.oneplanetbruton.org). She shared a number of 
environmental insights and lessons, particularly on what individuals and 
local communities can do to play their part in tackling the climate 
emergency. The hope is that residents in Neroche, supported by the 
Parish Council, can come together and develop a plan of action for our 
corner of this green and pleasant land. 
 
All in all, the meeting was, thankfully, a successful experiment for 
Neroche - with no sign of Jackie Weaver and no heated exchanges 
about standing orders! If you missed the meeting, an edited recording 
plus the broadband and climate crisis presentations are available on 
the Community tab of the Neroche Villages website - http://
www.nerochevillages.org.uk/annual-parish-meeting.php 

Household Recycling & 
Refuse Collections 

 

Refuse collection dates are all 1 day later in the 
following weeks (including Saturday collections) 

 
May 31st - June 4 

August 30th - September 3rd 
 

To check collection dates go to: 
https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/  
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Please Support your Neroche Newsletter 
 

Dear Readers 
 

It is now 2 years since we last asked for your help in securing the 
future of the Newsletter. Since that time, we have relied on our funds, 
and a small amount of advertising revenue from inserts, as well as the 
regular contributions from the Parish Council and Neroche Hall. This 
year, our printer has had to increase his costs, and as such, our 
production costs have also increased. 
 

We hope that the Newsletter has continued to be an enjoyable read 
over the past 12 months, and we are delighted to be able to start 
promoting events for the rest of the year, as lockdown restrictions 
ease. Our intention will always be to provide this free to all local 
residents, although we would appreciate your support through a 
fundraising donation. 
 

There is a donation form accompanying this edition.  
 

Please make cheques payable to: 'Neroche Communication Action 
Groupô and send to: Karen Learoyd, Seaforde Grange, 
Bickenhall,Taunton TA3 6TY. 
 

Many thanks for your support. From your Newsletter Team 

 

Neroche Thursday  
Lunch Club 

 

Neroche Hall  
12.30pm for 1pm 

 

June 3rd, July 1st, August 5th 
 

Come along to Neroche Hall and enjoy a superb home-cooked 
lunch in wonderful company for just Ã7 per head (transport 
and special diets can be arranged). Meet old friends and 
make new acquaintances - ideal for both long term residents 
and those who have recently arrived in the community. A 

wonderful way to spend a weekday lunchtime. 
 

Please phone or email by the Monday prior to the lunch to 
book for catering purposes. Contact Alison Brown  
01823 480441 or aabrown.battens@gmail.com 
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BROADBAND frustration and resolution! A tale of two providers. 
 

By Alan Perrior 
 

So, there I was, just watching the flashing orange light (yet again) on 
the BT router. How long will broadband be down this time? 
 
Iôve always been disappointed with BT broadband, with its speed and 
reliability, although since New Year weôve had at least 2 or 3 ñoutagesò 
per week and weôve rarely had more than 1.5 to 2.5 mbps (mega bits 
per second). And yet I know BT customers, living just a few miles 
away, getting 50mbps!  
 
This is the fastest speed we managed in January 2021. 

Yes, I accept that itôs our own fault for living in the middle of nowhere 
with about 4 or 5 miles of copper cable from the house to the magic 
green roadside box somewhere between us and the exchange in Hatch 
Beauchamp. (Taking a circuitous route much of this cable is overhead 
and thus subject to the vagaries of the weather, overhanging tree 
branches etc). I wouldnôt mind so much if the BT charge reflected the 
service; perhaps those getting slow speed should only pay pro rata? It 
seems so unfair that some people are getting a much better service for 
the same cost. 
 
I was trying to remember when I first heard about, and was encouraged 
by talk of CDS (Connecting Devon and Somerset) and the promise that 
soon weôd all be on ñsuperfastò broadband facilitated by fibre optics etc. 
I reckon that the project was first mooted locally in about 2014; 
certainly, I remember the endless discussions on the topic at the 
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Annual Parish Meetings around that time. So, I phoned BT and 
checked what broadband speed I should be expecting; apparently, 
between 1 and 3 mbps download and 0.5 mbps upload. 
 
Then I asked when ñsuperfastò would be available here in my part of 
Bickenhall (weôre the last house in Bickenhall on the road to Broadway 
and Horton, or if youôre approaching from the South, weôre the first 
house in Bickenhall) ï after some ummôing and errôing I was told 
ñprobably sometime around 2025/26ò! Perhaps itôs OK for those lucky 
residents in ñNorthò Bickenhall; some of whom already have superfast 
and for others itôs on the way ï although, apparently, not for us yet. 
 
Not being encouraged by these responses I decided to look for an 
alternative that wouldnôt cost the earth ï Iôd rather not get locked into 
an expensive contract for a satellite system or similar. I want to pay 
roughly the same as I pay now for something faster and more reliable. 
Impossible? I thought the chances were fairly slim until I discussed the 
problem with a tech-savvy neighbour who mentioned ómobile routersô. 
At first I thought he was taking about a router that was mobile; i.e. you 
carried it around with you, which just shows my general level of 
ignorance on the subject. However, what he was talking about was a 
router that operates on the mobile phone network. 
 
First problem. Which mobile phone service provider gives the best 
signal here? I know thereôs a mast on the A358 near the end of 

Bickenhall Lane, and one 
(intriguingly disguised as a 
windmill) in Ashill near the old 
Square and Compass (now 
renamed óThe Flying Fishô???!!!!!); 
there are probably other local 
masts as well.  
 
Aside: In those dim and distant 
days pre-lockdown when 
customers were allowed to stand 

at the bar and chat with the landlord, I asked why heôd changed the pub 
name. He said that it was a tribute to his fisherman father back in 
Barbados. Hmmm ï Iôm not convinced thatôs a good enough reason for 
replacing a traditional pub name with something that has no local 
relevance and risks the displeasure of the clientele.   
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Itôs important to get the right SIM card for the mobile router (routers 
arenôt necessarily restricted to a single provider they can be bought 
unlocked). But which provider uses which mast? Trying to discover that 
information is near impossible ï itôs like a state secret for some 
unknown reason. All the service providers are quite happy to produce 
coverage maps indicating what signal strength can be expected in any 
particular area, although you can forget asking them which mast theyôre 
using.  
 
I have an óEEô mobile phone and my wifeôs is on óSkyô (it seems that 
Sky uses the O2 network anyway) so the only option was to wander 
around the house doing broadband speed tests on each mobile phone; 
on the south side of the house to get the best signal from the Ashill 
mast and the north side for the A358 mast. Iôm told that mobile phone 
(internal) aerials are more sensitive than router aerials, no idea why 
that should be, although it becomes important when the house walls 
are solid two feet thick Blue Lias stone!  
 
It soon became apparent that the best signal was 
achieved using the Sky mobile phone on the south side of 
the house, presumably from the Ashill mast ï so the 
search was on for an unlocked or O2/Sky enabled router. 
The router would need to have a SIM card slot and at 
least two LAN sockets; one for the PC and one for the BT 
Vision box which, surprisingly, would still work on a non-
BT system. Preferably it would also have externally 
connected aerials so that, if the supplied aerials didnôt get 
a strong enough signal, they could be replaced by a remote (hard-
wired) aerial installed higher up the house wall or on the roof. 
 
There are plenty of suitable routers on the market, although I settled on 
a TP-Link AC750 4G LTE Router which could be connected to the PC 
by LAN cables or wirelessly. These routers normally retail for about Ã90 
- Ã100 although I found a BNIB (Brand New In Box) unit on EBAY for 
Ã55 ï bargain. 
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Aside: for the quizzers out there; the óEô in EBAY stands for ñechoò as in 
Echo Bay! 
 
Having acquired a suitable mobile router, I needed to test it before 
setting up a contract. I put my wifeôs Sky SIM card into the router and it 
immediately gave me much faster broadband than that achieved on 
BT. 
 
Next job was to setup a contract for an O2/Sky SIM card. Any contract 
would need to include at least as much data transfer capacity as I was 
already using on BT broadband. I checked my BT bills, although they 
donôt mention monthly usage ï which didnôt help. I phoned the BT 
helpline and a nice young man called Derek said that I didnôt need to 
know how much I was using as BT had removed the limits during the 
Covid-19 pandemic ï therefore it didnôt matter what my usage was. I 
insisted that I wanted the actual numbers, so he changed tack and said 
that the information wasnôt available, even to helpline staff. I asked him 
to check with his line manager and a few minutes later a very sheepish 
Derek informed me that my average usage over the last year was 
nearly 30 gigabytes per month. 
 
I shopped around a bit and eventually arranged an O2/Sky SIM card 
and monthly 80 gigabyte contract with GiffGaff for Ã20 per month ï on 
the assumption that with a better and more reliable broadband 
connection Iôd probably use it a lot more. The benefit of GiffGaff is that 
the contract is open-ended and can be cancelled at any time ï at short 
notice and without penalty. 
 
The installation process was simplicity itself. Having activated the SIM 
card, I swapped the LAN cables (easily identified by the yellow plugs) 
from the BT router to the mobile router, inserted the SIM card and 
connected the power supply, turned it on and óHey Prestoô ï within 
seconds the system was up and running. So far, Iôve used the mobile 
router for nearly two months without any problems or outages. Next job 
was to contact BT and cancel the broadband element of my landline 
contract saving myself approximately Ã25 per month (before paying the 
Ã20 to GiffGaff).  
 
I suppose I could have purchased a mobile router with a phone socket 
and got rid of the landline altogether as the router uses a standard SIM 
card with an allocated mobile phone number, although Iôve retained the 
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BT landline so that I can easily and quickly revert to BT Broadband if 
necessary, or when (if?) superfast actually arrives here.  
 
Overall, I have cheaper, faster and more reliable broadband access for 
less money ï a result!  
 
But how much faster is it? The BT system gave me a download speed 
of between 1.5 to 3 mbps, refer to the screen ñgrabò (below) for the 
mobile router system values. Admittedly this is the fastest speed the 
system achieved in March 2021 ï although the download and upload 
speeds are normally in double figures and itôs always far better than 
anything BT achieved.  

I reckon that by using an external aerial on the upper south-side wall or 
on the roof I could get faster speeds if necessary, although thatôs for 
the future. This speed is fine for the time being.  
 
Just about the only job left is to setup a password on the router so that 
neighbours and passers-by donôt use up my 80 gigabyte monthly 
allocation ï other than that my Broadband access is ñsortedò. 
 
Of course, this solution may not work for everyone; it depends entirely 
on where you live in relation to the local mobile phone masts and what 
may be in-between (hills, buildings etc). Also, this may not be the best 
or cheapest solution, although it works for me. 
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A Celebration of Nerocheôs Oak Trees 
 

By Jane Hole 
 
One of the many natural bounties of this parish is the large number of 
oak trees in the hedgerows and fields. As the nation laments its lack of 
tree density, we are blessed for the time being with our oaks. As a lover 
of both nature and local history I think the two combine to make for a 
compelling story we must ensure for the future. 
 
The commonest oak around Neroche is the English Oak (Quercus 
robur ï robur meaning robust or strong). A mature oak will support over 
300 species and subspecies of lichen and huge numbers of 
invertebrate species, providing food for birds; tree creepers, 
nuthatches, pied flycatchers, woodpeckers, plus a variety of tits nest in 
the holes and crevices. Described as the sovereign of British trees, the 
oak leaf was adopted by the National Trust as its symbol in 1935. 
 
The oaks of Neroche are bound up in the history of the people who 
lived in our area over the millennia: 
 
Often pollarded, their wood became the strong durable timber used for 
buildings of many types.   
 
In hedgerows they gave shade to cattle and sheep.  
 
In what was the medieval deer park based on Park Farm, Staple 
Fitzpaine (subsequently owned by the Portman family for over 350 
years), acorns from the oaks would have helped feed the deer over 
winter.  
 
The 19thC leather tanning mills at what is now Bickenhall Farm would 
have used the bark from oak trees to soften the leather.  
 
The fact oaks grow well on less fertile land may have saved many from 
being grubbed up. 
 
All of this contributes to hand down to us the beautiful legacy of what 
we have now ï oaks that feed nature as well as our own human spirit. 
 
Oaks have three main phases in their lives; youthful vigour, more 
sedate middle age and if they survive to be veteran trees they lose 

Continued on next page 
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height, become stout and gnarled. As 
Shakespeare describes it, ñUnder an 
oak, whose boughs were mossôd with 
age, And high top bald with dry 
antiquityò. Does it remind you of 
anyone? 
 
Most of our oaks are at least middle aged or older. For really ancient 
oaks the rule of thumb is they grow for three hundred years, mature for 
another three and become óveteransô in their final three hundred years. 
John Dryden writing in the 17thC puts it more poetically: 
 
The monarch oak, the patriarch of trees, 
Shoots rising up, and spreads by slow degrees. 
Three centuries he grows, and three he stays 
Supreme in state; and in three more he decays. 
 
We have inherited these now ageing oaks from landowners of past 
centuries. What will happen over the next decades if we do nothing to 
foster the growth of a new generation of oaks? As each dies of old age, 
is cut down or damaged by machinery, or the more extreme storms we 
experience due to climate change, they will gradually disappear from 
our hedgerows and fields. Then few will know they ever thrived here. 
 

Hedgerow oaks with 
winter silhouette 

Spring oaks with 
bluebells 

Summer oaks in field 

Winter scene with oaks 

Photos by Karen Morgan 
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As we try to adapt our lifestyles to reduce pressure on the climate, is 
there a role in establishing a local community action group on climate 
change? 
 
A potential starter could be The Neroche Oak Tree Planting Project. 
We can grow from local acorns. Anyone who is interested, including 
those who have a bit of land, even if it is only a small field may have 
baby oaks emerging. Or others who have hedgerows may find small 
oaks trying to make their way up to the light. More on this ñacornò of an 
idea in the next edition! 
 
If you are interested in a local climate change action group and/or the 
oak tree project please contact me: jane.hole@outlook.com 

News from  Staple Farm 
 

by Mark Pope 
 
At the time of writing the sun is shining down. I hope by 
the time you are all reading this the sun will still be 
shining down, and in between we will have had some 
gentle warm spring rain. 
 
We have just cut our Miscanthus and are waiting for it to fully dry out 
before it can be baled. We then store this to be used in our biomass 
boiler. We have also recently planted our spring barley, this now would 
like a drink of some lovely warm rain, although not too much though. 
Our crop of winter wheat is looking good coming out of the winter and 
has received its first dose of fertiliser to help wake it up and start to 
grow again after the winter. 
 
At this time of year, the countryside is really beginning to wake up with 
the hedges beginning to sprout and everything starting to grow. 
  
The big project at Staple Farm is the construction of our new free-range 
poultry unit. At the time of writing we have a very large bulldozer 
shaping out the site. The building should be all finished and in use by 
the end of September. We have designed the unit with a viewing area, 
so in time we hope to be able to show people around, but also 
continuing to adhere to very strict biosecurity. So, watch this space for 
more updates on our progress. 



15 

 

New Neroche Parish Clerk 
 
Hi everybody. For those who donôt 
already know me, my name is 
Jacqueline (Jacq) Wanstall, and I 
would like to introduce myself as 
the new Parish Clerk to the 
Neroche Parish Council. 
 
I have lived in Bickenhall for 
nearly five and a half years and if 
my name looks familiar it is 
because I used to work on the Neroche Newsletter, with Sarah and 
Alan Hyde, and my husband Mark. I really enjoyed the newsletter, as it 
meant I got to meet lots of people and see many different aspects of 
our wonderful community.  
 
Prior to moving to Somerset, I used to work in the technology industry 
in the Silicon Roundabout in London. I managed a large team of IT and 
skills-based trainers, as well as training hundreds of business owners 
and commercial staff myself.  
 
Since moving to Somerset, my husband and I have set up a holiday let 
business in Exmoor, and I love looking after the guests, the house and 
the books. 
 
As a keen thespian, I am very involved with our local theatre, The 
Warehouse Theatre in Ilminster. I have worked on and back-stage 
many many times, and have, for the last 4 years, sat on the Board of 
Directors as the Treasurer. 
 
You will very likely see me walking around our parish every day, with 
our 2 big dogs, Wesley and Woody, they are not easily missed! 
 
I have never been a member of a Parish Council before, so I have 
much to learn, although I am very keen to get involved in all aspects of 
our community, and to help make our parish even more wonderful. 
 
 
Please feel free to contact me on nerochepc.org.uk@gmail.com 

mailto:nerochepc.org.uk@gmail.com
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Somerset Bus Partnership 
 
The UK Government has just 
launched a new national bus 
strategy for England entitled Bus 
Back Better. The Government 
believes ñbuses are the easiest, 
cheapest and quickest way to 
improve transportò. This national 
Bus Strategy is backed by Ã3 
billion of new funding and forms a 
key plank in the Governmentôs 
twin agenda of ñLevelling Upò and ñensuring the economy meets Net 
Zero carbon emissions.ò 
 
Said Tony Reese, Co-Chair of Somerset Bus Partnership, ñThis new 
national bus strategy and its extra funding gives us in Somerset the 
chance to deliver major improvements in the Countyôs bus services. 
Somerset now needs to seize this unique opportunity.ò 
 
The newly formed Somerset Bus Partnership is supported both by 
councillors and by bus user groups across Somerset, and it will seek to 
work with local town and parish councils, and with Somerset County 
Council to input into a Bus Enhancement Partnership for Somerset that 
incorporates both what current bus users need, and take steps to 
facilitate more Somerset residents to switch from using private cars to 
travel by bus. At 10 journeys per resident, Somerset currently has the 
fourth lowest bus passenger journeys per population in England. It is 
the lowest in the South West. Bus passenger journeys in Somerset 
have decreased by more than 40% over the past decade. 
 
Said Peter Travis, Co-Chair of Somerset Bus Partnership, ñThe new 
Bus Strategy provides the funding to reverse this decline in passenger 
numbers in Somerset, and see Somerset playing its part in the 
Governmentôs levelling up and green agendas by launching a Bus 
Enhancement Initiative for Somerset. Somerset needs to commit to this 
initiative by June 2021.ò 
 
We are looking for local Bus Champions in every village - people who 
know what is wrong with our existing bus services and with ideas how 
to improve. 
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Do you Run a Local Business? 
 

You could help the running of your Neroche Newsletter  
by advertising with us. 

 
For a small fee, you can advertise in the quarterly Newsletter, and 
have your business included on the Neroche Villages website.  

 
If you are interested please drop us an email to chat about 

it: nerochenewsletter@gmail.com 

The new National Bus Strategy means that Somerset County Council 
is required to listen to what local people need and to include their 
needs into the Bus Improvement Plan. This means that your ideas 
count, and should be included in future planning, so that services can 
be improved you are interested in helping, please contact the Somerset 
Bus Partnership through the Facebook Group, or by following the 
Twitter account @somersetbuspart.   
 
The National Bus Strategy is online at 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/969205/DfT-Bus-Back-Better-national-
bus-strategy-for-England.pdf 
 
For further information: 
 
Contact one of the four co-chairs of Somerset Bus Partnership: 
Tony Reese (South Somerset) 
07967 947335 
tony.reese@mail.com 
 
Peter Travis (Mendip) 
peter_b_travis@hotmail.com 
 
Glen Burrows (Sedgemoor) 
burrowsg71@gmail.com 
 
John Hassall (Somerset West and Taunton) 
hassalls53@gmail.com 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/969205/DfT-Bus-Back-Better-national-bus-strategy-for-England.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/969205/DfT-Bus-Back-Better-national-bus-strategy-for-England.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/969205/DfT-Bus-Back-Better-national-bus-strategy-for-England.pdf
mailto:tony.reese@mail.com
mailto:burrowsg71@gmail.com
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News from Neroche Hall 
 

By Richard Davies, Neroche Hall 
Chairman 

 
I am pleased to be able to write an article 
with some positive news after what seems 
to have been absolutely ages. Neroche 
Hall is preparing to once again resume its 
place in our local community by re-opening 
the doors to events and hirers as we 
gradually come out of the current 
ólockdownô and special measures. 
 
We shall be opening in accordance with 
the current restrictions and will, as before, have Covid safe 
measures in place. With the exception of the brief period last year 
when restrictions were eased the hall has remained fully closed, 
although still committed to paying the various utility bills, insurance 
and licence fees. The lack of income was in part offset by a Local 
Authority grant, although we are now focused on fund raising 
through events and new hires. 
 
Badminton will shortly resume as will the community teas/lunches 
that many of you look forward to. One of our planned events is a 
Quiz Night on 9th July, which is a fitting start as this was the last 
event held before we went into lockdown. Unfortunately, we are 
unable to provide fish and chips on this occasion as óLayz Ricksô are 
fully committed with weddings and functions postponed from last 
year due to the lockdown. Instead, we shall provide a ploughmanôs 
supper which has in the past been well received. Details on when 
and how to book a table will be announced nearer the time. 
 
Other events will hopefully include a Boules afternoon in August, a 
Barn Dance in early October and a Craft Fayre later in October. I 
hope that the vaccine program together with falling infection figures 
will give people the confidence to become involved and support 
some, if not all, of these. 
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Summer Update from your  
District Councillor 

 

By Ross Henley 
 
It was great to attend and be asked to speak at the 
Neroche Villages Annual Parish Meeting. The Chair 
said I had 5 minutes and reminded me just as I was 
about to speak, so I was pleased that I made my 
annual report as your local District Councillor in 5 
mins 2 seconds, I was told when I finished speaking. One of the big 
subjects discussed was the land that Taylor Wimpey have bought from 
the Crown Estate. Iôm a long standing interested party in the former 
Crown Estate land in Neroche, going back to the time I supported lots 
of local residents I campaigned with to stop them losing their homes a 
few years ago. I keep a very close eye on the issue, and I am totally 
opposed to large scale development here which would destroy our 
beautiful rural area. There is no need for this development to take 
place, and no need for the District Council to allocate this site for 
development in the upcoming local plan. I have made my strong 
opposition very clear to the leaders of the District Council on this, and 
by the time you read this, I will have asked questions at Full Council. 
Iôm pleased that Stoke St Mary Parish Council, as well as our own 
Parish Council, are very proactive on this issue. As soon as I hear 
anything further, I will let local residents know. This is by no means a 
done deal, and we have a very strong case with strong real evidence to 
back up our campaign to save this area from large scale development.  
 
Another issue I raised at the APM was that of fly-tipping. During each 
of the 3 lockdowns, there has been an explosion in fly-tipping incidents. 
At one point I was making a report almost every day to the Council. 

Like everyone else Iôve had 
enough of thoughtless selfish fly-
tippers, so I have been speaking 
to the Council and Forestry 
England about installing signs and 
cameras at fly-tipping hotspots, 
and Forestry England have agreed 
to install equipment on their land. 
We wonôt be saying exactly where 
the cameras will be though as we 
donôt want the fly-tippers to know. 

Continued on next page 
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Just after the end of lockdown I went for a walk in the Neroche 
woodland with Forestry England staff and looked at 500 year old oak 
trees and we chatted about fly-tipping, parking issues and litter and 
dog fouling. It was so good to be out and about in this beautiful special 
place.  
 
One other thing I mentioned in my report to the APM was the work I 
have been doing on neurodiversity issues. I have introduced a new 
Neurodiversity support policy for staff and jobseekers at Somerset 
West and Taunton Council. I am autistic and very passionate about 
raising awareness and making improvements for people with this and 
other related conditions. My newly adopted policy has now been sent 
to all local Councils as good practice by the Local Government 
Association, and at the end of March I was proud to be asked to 
present this policy and to give an autism awareness presentation to the 
Welsh Government. This session is on YouTube if you would like to 
see it.  
 
Anyway, it was lovely to see so many peopleôs faces on the Zoom call 
APM and be able to tell everyone about my work as your local 
Councillor. I counted 53 people on the call.  Zoom and Teams can be 
so impersonal, although itôs undoubtedly made it much easier for 
people to attend Parish Council meetings particularly in very rural 
areas. I have very much missed face to face to interaction with 
everyone though and canôt wait to start attending lots of village events 
as they resume.  
 
Just today I read a post from Nicky Baxter on Facebook saying not 
long until the village lunches start again. The lunches are such an 
important part of the village community and bring lots of people 
together once a month. I canôt wait to go again as the food is always 
locally produced and superb too. That, and the news that they are 
hoping to hold the Neroche quiz in July also lifted the heart a bit.  
 
The last year has been so awful for so many people. Letôs hope we are 
now through the worst of it with the vaccination programme, which of 
course is being supported on a large scale at Taunton Racecourse in 
the heart of Neroche Parish.  
 
Please take care everyone and I canôt wait to see as many of you as 
possible when COVID restrictions are lifted. 
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Neroche Woodlanders at Young Wood 
 
THE GREAT UNFURLING 
 
Weôre delighted to have groups back in the woods now, enjoying the 
nature of springtime in a safe, socially distanced way. We have families 
from Taunton on our Wild Explorers programme, our Saplings toddlerôs 
group, and an adult Woodland Wellbeing group, as well as our regular 
Wednesday volunteering group. Itôs a magical time in the woods, as the 
new tree leaves shimmer like fresh green linen and the birdsong is at 
its peak. 
 
As countryside-dwellers, we all know our oaks from our maples, and 
our elms from our hazels, donôt we? Well yes, probably most people 
do. For those who may not be too sure, now is a great time to get out 
and wander the footpaths, becoming familiar with our native trees. So, 
here is a little guide to help you distinguish what you see. Itôs not 
comprehensive, although it shows the main deciduous species you will 
come across. 
 
As ever, all our activities are on our website. Enjoy the rest of the 
spring and early summer! 
 
Gavin, Jenny, Sarah and the team at Neroche Woodlanders 
www.nerochewoodlanders.org  
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News from Bickenhall and District WI 
 

By Jacqueline Kolkowski 
 
As in previous weeks, we have all been keeping in 
touch and we are continuing our meetings on Zoom 

but hope to be meeting in person at Neroche Hall in September. 
  
Our speakers on Zoom for March were a daughter and mother act. 
Karen Learoyd gave a very interesting and 
informative talk reflecting on her fascinating 
experience of being a contestant on the TV 
quiz show, The Chase. 
 
Carole Wensley-Dodd then gave us an 
introduction into the world of sugar paste 
flowers, her new hobby. She gave us a 
demonstration of techniques, and examples 
of the beautiful flowers she made using these techniques.  

 
Aprilôs speaker was 
Robert Tinkier, who spoke 
about the history of the 
British seaside piers. 
Robert had worked on the 
Weston pier for many 
years and gave us many 
interesting facts and 
showed some fascinating 
photographs of British 
piers. Sadly, many of 
them have now 
disappeared or are in a 
state of disrepair. 

Clevedon Pier has been described as the most beautiful and unique 
pier in England due to its design and construction. It was opened in 
1869 and was made using recycled wrought iron railway tracks. 
 
We are fortunate to have access to The Somerset Federationôs 
excellent weekly Zoom talks. These have included some informative 
and thought-provoking guest speakers including Donna and Shan, who 
introduced us to the wonderful world of naturism in all its naked glory! 

Continued on next page 
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Simon John, a retired solicitor, spoke about modern slavery, while 
Ashley Jones spoke on the risks and extent of fraud in the UK. 
Kate Stannard from Target Ovarian Cancer talked about the 
importance of raising awareness of the symptoms of ovarian cancer.  
Our last Zoom was Gardeners Question Time with Jill and Martin 
Jones, who have a garden in West Bagborough which they open to 
visitors on request, as part of the St Margaretôs Hospice Glorious 
Somerset Gardens event.  
  
Future Events  
 
EYES DOWN - we hope to be running a Christmas Bingo at Neroche 
Hall on December 10th. 
 
As I have said before, we all try to keep in touch with each other, 
although we do miss that personal contact. Tricia (our President) again 
organised and delivered, with the help of others, a lovely Easter goodie 
bag and a chocolate quiz to all members. The quiz was won by the 
aptly named Candy Janes.  
 
Bickenhall and District WI usually meet the second Wednesday of 

each month, at the Neroche Hall 
We are still on Zoom and our meetings will include speakers so if you 

would like to join our meetings please contact Tricia Dryden 
tricia@witchlodge.co.uk  

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 

Half Term - 31 May to 4 June 
inclusive 

 
Summer Holidays -  

26 July to 3 September inclusive 


