
  

 

Working Together for a Better Community 

Welcome to the Neroche Villagesô Newsletter, a quarterly publication delivered free to every 
household in Neroche Parish, helping the community to stay connected and up-to-date on 
local issues. 

For the parishes of Staple Fitzpaine, Bickenhall, Curland 
and Orchard Portman with Thurlbear 

 

Issue 41 - Autumn 2021 

Flying machines, secret agents and loads of dogs!  
The 2021 Scarecrow Festival had it all.....  
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Scarecrow Festival 2021 
 

By Karen Learoyd 
 

Once again, the Neroche 
Scarecrow Festival didnôt 
disappoint! What an amazing 
collection were out on display from 
the first Saturday of the 
competition. The weather had been 
exceptional the week before while 
the scarecrows were óunder 
constructionô, and Iôm sure most 
participants were glad that their 
creations werenôt going to be 
subject to heavy rain! 
 
This yearôs theme of óCharacters 
from Stage and Screenô brought a 
wide variety of ideas to the fore, 
some fiendishly clever 
constructions, others with an 
incredible level of detail in them, all 
had been put together with care, 
imagination, and flair. Musicals 
were well represented with The 
Greatest Showman, Titanic, Mary 
Poppins, the Phantom of the 
Opera, Eliza Doolittle, and the Tin 
Man from the Wizard of Oz, all on 
display. We had the devilishly 
smooth James Bond and Jack 
Sparrow, as well as the seductive 
Cleopatra. Childrenôs films took 
centre stage with the creation of 
Cruella and the 101 dalmatians (yes all of them!), Paddington, Gromit, 
Beauty and the Beast, Scooby Doo, the Little Mermaid and Stick Man. 
Action films and thrillers were covered by Those Magnificent Men in 
their Flying Machines and The Birds Unhitched! A good number of the 
scarecrows were entirely crafted by children in the community, and 
their efforts were amazing. 
 

That Sinking Feeling 

The Birds Unhitched 

My Heart Will Go On 
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In the glorious 
weather of 
Scarecrow 
week, people 
travelled 
around by car, 
bike, foot and 
even 
horseback. 
Whenever you 
took the tour, 
you could be 
guaranteed to 
see someone 
else doing the 
same, maps 
and pens in 
hand to record 
their favourites. 
Over 90 voting 
slips were 
lodged at St 
Peterôs in 
readiness for 
the grand prize 
giving at the 
BBQ on 
Sunday 
afternoon.  
 
During the 
week, Alison 
Brown hosted 
a tea at Battens 

Farm, which was well attended, even though it was scorching hot! The 
scrummy cakes and cream teas were served by Carole Wensley-Dodd, 
Nicky Baxter, Kirsty Summerhayes and Jane Hole, as well as Alison. A 
lovely afternoon was had by all. 
 
Onto the BBQ where the rain kindly held off until food had been eaten, 
drinks drunk and the winners announced. Many thanks go to Jon Bell, 

Tin Man 

Stick Man 

Jack Sparrow 

Cleopatra 
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Jac Kolkowski, Rebecca George and Mark Porter for their assistance. 
Over Ã600 was raised for St Peterôs throughout the week, and Alison 
reported that many of the voting slips had messages on them 
highlighting just how much people enjoyed seeing the fabulous 
creations, and how difficult it was to pick a favourite! 
 
But a winner there must always be, and the results were: 
 
First Place ï Those Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines (John 
Cooney) 
 
Second Place ï James Bond 007 (Harriet and William Lister) 
 
Third Place ï Cruella (RSPCA West Hatch) 
 
Childrenôs Award ï James Bond 007 
 
Special mention to all the children who got involved, including the 
Macey, Allen, Young, Chapman, Lister, and Lewis families, as well as 
all the óolderô participants who came up with the ideas, and hopefully 
had lots of fun creating their entries. And special thanks to Alison 
Brown, who masterminds the festival each year, and with her drive and 
determination, makes it such a success. 

James Bond 

Cruella 
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Mary Poppins Phantom of the Opera 

Beauty and the Beast The Little Mermaid 
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Eliza Doolittle 

Scooby Doo 

Gromit 

The Greatest Showman 

Paddington 
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Crown House B&B -  
Community Food Hub! 

 

By Rachael Knight 
 
Where to start!!!  
After such an 18 months I suppose 
the best place would be at the 
beginning of my story. Itôs important 
to document periods in history, 
especially within villages and the 
people that lived there. If you have the Millennium Book 2000 for Staple 
Fitzpaine, Bickenhall and Curland, you will find my young family and 
myself living at Bow Green. Having started the toddler group at 
Neroche Hall with my good friend Katherine Michaels, as well as the 
job as Secretary at Neroche Hall thanks to Chris Baxter, we soon built 
up several great friendships and were involved in so much in the local 
community. 
 
Roll forward 21 years and the word ócommunityô became so important 
as we experienced a global pandemic. Some people wonôt have been 
affected much by the pandemic, although others were deeply affected 
financially, socially, and obviously by the virus itself.   
 
My story starts again when my neighbours here in Creech Heathfield 
(doctors and nurses at Musgrove Hospital), were unable to stock up 
with essentials from the supermarket after finishing work as the shelves 
were empty! I had just brought a large order of meat back for family 
and friends as usual from our farm in Cornwall, a chance to see my 
family as I knew it would be a while before we were able to see each 
other again. My neighbours were struggling to get fresh fruit and veg to 
go with the meaté. And thatôs where it all started really. My 
connections over the years from the B&B held me in good stead for 
such an emergency. Wholesalers were happy to supply us with fruit 
and veg boxes, and of course my brother supplied meat boxes so I 
could keep all of my neighbours and friends fed. 
 
Word spread, and the business grew. We improvised as needs 
changed, and over the past 18 months, itôs been such an incredible 
experience to have set up a new way of shopping for people, and also 
to provide a lifeline whilst in lockdown. For some people I was the only 
contact they were getting through their collections or deliveries. As the 
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months went on, we realised that local producers wouldnôt be able to 
showcase their products at the bigger shows and events, and that we 
wouldnôt be able to travel to our favourite areas to bring back produce. 
So, the next step was to contact local producers who were struggling 
with outlets and see if we could add them to our already fabulous list of 
quality products. Fresh Cornish fish boxes, local jams and marmalades, 
local free-range eggs and potatoes, free-range scotch eggs, hand 
baked luxury cakes and brownies, take away afternoon teas and cream 
teas were all very popular and still sell every week.  
 
óCommunityôé. Iôve been lucky enough to be supported by my friends 
in my old neighbourhood and also by their friends and neighbours Iôd 
never met before. We have lived through a pandemic together and 
supported each other when the going got tough. I was even nominated 
for the Somerset Medal by one of my oldest friends in Bickenhall, for 
which I was extremely honoured. 
 
So, Iôd like to take this opportunity to say how grateful I am for your 
ongoing support. With the B&B closed and my husbandôs gyms shut, 
itôs been a tough year. Not everyone was supported financially by 
grants, so I found myself in the centre of those who were struggling and 
those who were doing well. We were quietly able to support members 
of the community who needed a little extra although wouldnôt ask, by 
those who were happy to pay it forward. People really showed strength 
and kindness in the community, and this time will never be forgotten as 
new friendships have begun, and existing bonds strengthened. 
 
If youôd like to know what products we can supply you with, please take 
a look at our Facebook page óCrown House B&Bô. So, thank you once 
again, we hope to see you all again soon for an afternoon tea. 
Stay safe and donôt be a stranger. Youôre always welcome at oursé. 
 
Rachael 

Rachael and her brother James 
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Summer Update from Thurlbear School 
 

By Jo Moore  
 
July in schools is traditionally seen as the time to start winding down for 
the summer break whereas, in reality, it is an incredibly busy time 
ensuring that the academic year ends well and the next one starts 
smoothly. This year is no exception, and alongside the list making, 
ópost-itsô and planning for the start of the new term in September, we 
have also seen an increase in positive COVID contacts across school 
as the end of term draws close.  

Despite this, our pupils have continued to be educated either face to 
face or via remote home learning and still able to enjoy a wide range of 
activities. Our ósocially distancedô óbubbleô sports day was an excellent 
day of participation and teamwork. The sun shone and the day 
culminated in a win for St Maryôs team. Due to the pandemic 
restrictions, our usual overnight residential visits were not able to go 
ahead, although we were able to ensure that those year groups did not 
miss out and Mendip Outdoor Pursuits came to us instead. The 
children took part in Disc Golf, Archery, Axe throwing and Orienteering. 
I can highly recommend Axe throwing as a stress buster! 
 
As well as some of our families, our younger pupils also took part in the 
óChurches Count on Nature Love Your Burial Groundô by visiting and 
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exploring our local churchyard at St Thomasô church to count and 
record all the different plants and small creatures that live there. Among 
the spiders, woodlouse and snails there was great excitement at seeing 
a pheasant. A big thank you to Mary Bell for her help with this.   
 
In keeping with the nature theme, we 
have had some swift nest boxes put 
up with the hope of attracting summer
-visiting swifts and giving them a 
place to nest and breed year after 
year. We are delighted to be 
supporting swifts in Taunton and 
raising awareness. 
 
And finally, we say goodbye to our 
Year 6 group, and we send our 
thoughts and prayers with them to 
their new schools. School staff will 
also have an opportunity to take a 
step away from all things óschoolô and 
have a break before welcoming new 
pupils into our Foundation Stage class 
and across all year groups at the start 
of the new school year in September. 

Swift Boxes 

Pop-Up Caf® 
 

St Peterõs Church, Staple Fitzpaine 
Every Friday, 10am to 12pm 

 
Come along for a cuppa with biscuits and delicious 

home-made cakes. 
 

Meet old friends and  
make new ones 

 

For more information contact 
 

Tricia Dryden 
tricia@witchlodge.co.uk 
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Neroche Heritage Fingerpost Project 
Final Update   

 

ByJane Hole 
 
From the late 19

th
 C, cast iron fingerposts were adopted to aid 

navigation as touring cycles and motorised vehicles began their 
ascent over horses and carts. Most of the fingerposts, including 
Somersetôs, were removed in WW2 due to concerns they would aid 
an enemy invasion. All our posts were renewed by Somerset County 
Council between 60 to 70 years ago. They were made by the Sheldon 
Foundry at Wells in cast iron. Over the years damaged or missing 
arms were replaced with aluminium, or latterly plastic ones by SCC. 
When the county council stopped maintaining the posts the Neroche 
Heritage Fingerpost Project was established to protect, repair, renew 
and retain these iconic posts.  
 
The Project is joint funded by 
Neroche Local History Group and 
the Parish Council. 
 
There are 9 fingerposts in 
Neroche Parish: 1 Castle Plain, 2 
Curland, 3 Curland/Broadway, 4 
Dairy House Farm, 5 Neroche 
Hall, 6 New Road, 7 Staple 
Fitzpaine, 8 Badger Street, 9 
Thurlbear.  
 
Our community is a mine of 
remarkable talents as anyone 
who saw the recent scarecrow 
competition will agree. The 
Fingerpost Project is a case in 
point as an intrepid group of local 
volunteers with a wide range of 
skills came forward to help. One 
of them, John Learoyd, has made 
all the wooden patterns needed for casting the 15 new aluminium 
arms, 3 uprights and 1 finial. John is a true craftsman, without his 
skills the project would have been in serious jeopardy because of the 
prohibitive market cost of patterns.  

Map with Fingerposts numbered in blue 
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We have been beavering away over the last two years, sometimes 
working directly on the posts, other times in our sheds and garages as 
we restored and prepared the arms and finials for painting.  

 
It is an ambitious project 
requiring the restoration of 
the cast iron posts. Then, 
new arms, finial (the 
triangular top embossed 
with SCC) and uprights 
which have been cast in 
aluminium at a Bristol 
foundry. Two completely 
new posts will soon take 
shape at Dairy House 
Farm and near to Neroche 
Hall. A new upright will be 
added to the post at 
Badger Street. We needed 

external contractors help with only two posts due to their dangerous 
position on roads. Even here our volunteers did all the renovation work 
on the arms and finials. Alongside this was the need to renovate the 
posts in situ at Castle Plain, Curland and Curland/Broadway.  
 
The arms for Badger Street were removed and have been painted. 
Currently we are working on the new arms for Dairy House Farm and 
Neroche Hall. We hope the three new uprights are back from the 
foundry in Bristol in time for us to complete the project before the 
autumn. 
 
We are proud of our project. The nine posts have between them 32 
arms, 9 uprights and finials. There are 15 new aluminium arms and 17 
are the original cast iron. 32 arms have been primed and rust proofed, 
then given several coats of white paint. Over 150 village and town 
names have been painstakingly overpainted in black, 9 uprights will 
have been painted grey. Quite an impressive total for a team of local 
volunteers who have willingly donated many, many hours of their time. 
We are all delighted to be part of such a worthwhile project to protect a 
local heritage that would otherwise have been lost to posterity. We aim 
to have a celebratory topping out party for all our volunteers and kind 
local benefactors later in the year! 

Wooden pattern for new finial 
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However, it is not all over! The Neroche Heritage Fingerpost Project will 
be continuing. There is a need for ongoing maintenance, especially for 
the cast iron arms that get rusty. Another aspect will be the repair work 
required when a fingerpost is hit by a car, tractor, or lorry. You may 
have noticed the post at the Curland/Broadway junction has recently 
been walloped by a high sided vehicle. It will be added to our repair 
schedule! 
 
If you would like to volunteer to be part of this project, please 
contact jane.hole@outlook.com 

Staple Fitzpaine fingerpost from this to this  

SCHOOL TERM DATES 
 

6th September to 21st October 
and 

1st November to 17th December 
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Stoke St Mary Cricket Ground 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ мнǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнм 
ŦǊƻƳ нǇƳ 

 
¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ǘŀǇƭŜ 

CƛǘȊǇŀƛƴŜΣ ¢ƘǳǊƭōŜŀǊΣ /ǳǊƭŀƴŘΣ hǊŎƘŀǊŘ tƻǊǘƳŀƴ 
ŀƴŘ {ǘƻƪŜ {ǘ aŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ /ǳǇ 

 
! ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƊŜǊƴƻƻƴΩǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ 

ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘΗ 
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Somersetôs big success: where does all your recycling go? 

Impressive progress and more to come is the message from a new 
Somerset Waste Partnership report. 
 
The Somerset Recycling Tracker report shows what happens to the 
thousands of tonnes of recycling that residents add to kerbside 
collections or drop-off at recycle sites. It tracks every tonne to the 
location and company of first use, whether in Somerset, elsewhere in 
the UK or anywhere overseas. The excellent figures in the latest report, 
for financial year 2020-21, are down to the enthusiasm for recycling 
shown by Somerset residents, and the impressive efforts of our new 
collections contractor SUEZ, and our recycling site operator Viridor. 
 
Tracking all recycling shows that the companies are legitimate and that 
no recycling is dumped, burned, or ends up in the sea. It also highlights 
the kinds of products and packaging that Somersetôs recycling 
becomes, from new plastic bottles to newsprint and compost. 
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Somerset Waste Partnership and its contractors have a commitment 
that all materials collected for recycling will stay in the UK, if there is 
reprocessing capacity and demand here. Due to that, a stand-out figure 
is the 97.8% of Somersetôs recycling reprocessed first in the UK, up 
from the already-impressive 90% of the previous year. More than 50% 
of Somersetôs recycling stays in the county itself. Most of the 2.2% 
exported was card and paper going back to firms in Europe and Asia to 
make yet more cardboard boxes for imports of white goods and 
electronics. 
 
Another big positive is Somersetôs performance on plastics. The 4,359 
tonnes collected ï compared to 3,266 tonnes in 2019-20 ï reflects the 
early success of the new expanded Recycle More kerbside collections 
that are rolling out in phases across Somerset. They add plastic pots, 
tubs and trays, cartons, household batteries and small electrical items 
to weekly recycling. The far emptier rubbish bins are collected every 
three weeks. A remarkable 99.4% of plastics were reprocessed first in 
the UK, going to Northamptonshire, Cleveland, Manchester, County 
Durham, and Kent. Just 0.6% were exported to Lithuania, Poland and 
Spain and Italy, where they become new bottles and other packaging. 
In 2008, Somerset was the first UK authority to publish its pioneering 
annual recycling tracker, offering transparency and trust in its 
management of waste. Others have since followed that lead. 
Somersetôs 52.4% recycling rate puts it in the top fifth of authorities for 
recycling, with 60% or more within reach. And it also makes Somerset 
one of the very best areas for carbon saving, at 123,036 tonnes of 
CO2 equivalent. Somersetôs success demonstrates the value of double 
sorting ï by you and your collection crew or recycling site staff. This 
ensures that we have the kind of high-quality, low-contamination 
materials that the market demands. 
 
Of the 137,146 tonnes recycled or reused ï bottles to cans, cardboard 
to cartons, wood to metals, and electrical items to clothes ï the largest 
single material is the 39,432 tonnes of garden waste composted in 
Somerset and turned into the Revive soil improver. Another hefty load 
is the 22,542 tonnes of food waste. This is transformed by the 
Somerset anaerobic digestion plant at Walpole near Bridgwater into 
electricity for homes and businesses and farm compost to help grow 
more food. 
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Heaviest of the ñdryò materials is paper and card at 24,731 tonnes, 
which goes to make newsprint and cardboard in Dorset, Kent, Norfolk, 
and Wales, while some also goes to France, Germany, Poland, Spain, 
Thailand, and Vietnam. The 19,721 tonnes of glass bottles and jars go 
to Sheffield and Wales, while 7,868 tonnes of metals ï mainly steel and 
aluminium cans ï are recycled into anything from new cans to car parts 
via companies from Devon to Doncaster. And 3,787 tonnes of electrical 
items ï your old fridge or TV ï and household batteries head for 
Merseyside, Wales, and the West Midlands to recycle metals and 
chemicals. 
 
Recycling progress is matched for rubbish. Somerset has switched 
from landfilling all rubbish in the county to sending all kerbside rubbish 
and all suitable recycle site rubbish (more than half) to an energy-from-
waste plant in Avonmouth. The 2020-21 Recycling Tracker shows 
90,342 tonnes went to energy-from-waste and just 29,027 tonnes to 
landfill, figures likely to fall as Recycle More boosts recycling. 
 
Most people in Somerset are recycling. Are you? 

 

Neroche Thursday  
Lunch Club 

 

Neroche Hall  
12.30pm for 1pm 

 

September 2nd, October 7th, November 4th 
 

Come along to Neroche Hall and enjoy a superb home-cooked 
lunch in wonderful company for just Ã7pp (transport 
and special diets can be arranged). Meet old friends and 
make new acquaintances - ideal for both long term residents 
and those who have recently arrived in the community. A 

wonderful way to spend a weekday lunchtime. 
 

Please phone or email by the Monday prior to the lunch to 
book for catering purposes. Contact Alison Brown  
01823 480441 or aabrown.battens@gmail.com 
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Brave the Shave! 
 
Have you ever been brave enough to consider shaving your head for 
a charity? Well, thatôs exactly what Tami Boden-Ellis did in support of 
Macmillan Cancer Supportôs Brave the Shave. 
 
Since 2015, thousands of intrepid shavers have taken the plunge and 
removed their hair in support of this worthwhile charity, raising over 
Ã22.7 million in the process, enough to pay for 140 Macmillan nurses 
for 3 years! 
 
Setting herself a target of raising Ã100, Tami smashed it by raising 
over Ã1000 with the support of friends and neighbours. A word from 
Tami ï ñSo many people have been so, so generous, it has been 
most overwhelming. I know Macmillan are so grateful. So, thank you 
all you good peopleò. 
 
This is the not the first time that Tami has shaved her head for 
charity, having done it for several charities while living in the U.S. 
Many charities, including Macmillan, also use the hair removed to 
make real hair wigs for children and young adults who have lost their 
hair through cancer or other illnesses. 
 
Well done Tami ï we are in AWE! 
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