
  

 

Working Together for a Better Community 

For the parishes of Staple Fitzpaine, Bickenhall, Curland 
and Orchard Portman with Thurlbear 

 

Issue 33 - Autumn 2019 

Welcome to the Neroche Villagesô Newsletter, a quarterly publication 
delivered free to every household in Neroche Parish, helping the 
community to stay connected and up-to-date on local issues. 

'Fantastic entries for this year's Nursery Theme for the Scarecrow 
Festival - read the full story' 

The Owl and the Pussycat 

Bel Deering from the RSPCA 
receiving their winnerôs prize 
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ONCE UPON A SCARECROW FESTIVAL 2019 
 
Now children - Are you sitting comfortably? Then Iôll begin. Once upon 
a time in a beautiful land called Neroche, the villagers decided to stop 
pesky crows eating their crops by making ScareCROWS.     
 
In 2019 two crows were happily visiting this idyllic part of Somerset.  
ñGoodnessò said VelCROW looking down. ñItôs July again and that 
means one thing ï Scarecrows! Iôm out of here.ò CROWdie looked 
none too pleased at being abandoned on her holidays and decided to 
take a closer look at what was going on beneath her. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

She flew down over the quaint area known as Bickenhall where Old 
Mother Hubbard was fretting over her bare cupboard and not one, 
not two but three Humptys Really Really Scared her. She thought 

Humpty Trumpty would be quite 
frightening; she was a little worried about 
Humpty Dumpty falling off the wall and 
hoped that his friend Humpty would remain 
upright too. She didnôt like the look of 
Jonathan Joe, with his mouth like an O, so 
she flew on to spy on Curland. ñI see you 
CROWdieò said Mary who was trying not to be 
contrary and be scary instead, ñI donôt think I 
could scare you, but Iôll try. You do ruin my 
silver bells and my pretty flowers. I think Incey 
Wincey Spider is much scarier than I am. 
That web, those multicoloured spiderettes? 

Continued on next page 
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Continued on next page 

Really scary . . .ò Just then Jack popped up 
suddenly out of his box and said, ñNo! I am 
the scariest as I frighten the crows with my 
very fast movesò. At which moment 
CROWdie flew further away to Whitty where 
Three Little Pigs were having a housing 
crisis. The Big Bad Wolf had finally 
destroyed one of their dwellings and was 
frightening everyone. At the same time up 
the hill Peter Pan and Wendy were trying to 
find their way to Neverland via Castle 
Neroche. 
 
Down in the badlands that some call Staple 
Fitzpaine things were Very Scary. Rumour 

had it that a stray Wolf had overdone his breakfast and was resting 
near the church. ñI am without doubt the one most crows are afraid ofò 
he boasted. ñBe afraid, be very afraidò and with that he settled down to 
frighten poor Red Riding Hood who thought she was visiting her 
grandmother. ñWellò said the Owl to the Pussycat, ñwe are just going to 
chill out here beside the pub and wait for a fair wind, or for Jan and 
V®ronique to bring us a cooling drink. We are very scary and scared of 
crows and wolves and we only have our pea 
green boat to save usò. ñI am just taking it 
really easy todayò said Spiderman, ñthe 
crows will have a field dayò. ñI agreeò said 
The Lazy Gardener. Meanwhile the Very 
Hungry Caterpillar was munching his 
way through the garden plants next to the 
Greyhound and hoping to chase off a few 
crows and Diddle Diddle was hoping to 

scare the 
crows with 
loud music. 
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 Further up the hill Rabbits were running. Alongside the forest Little Miss 
Muffett was managing to keep the spider at bay, and down in 
Staple Fitzpaine Miss Muffett was trying hard not to be intimidated by 
the big black arachnid about to gobble her up, and another Hungry 
Insect was causing as much damage as the crows. 
 
CROWdie was enjoying her trip back to the nursery. ñThey are all 
excellent,ò she mused, ñand some of them are Really Really Scary. I 
had better find VelCROW and tell him what I have seen and which I 
thought the bestò although when they met, he said: ñI think we should 
let the people decide. Letôs have a Peopleôs Voteò. So the people voted 
and the result was: 
 
THE OWL AND THE PUSSYCAT WENT TO SEA - IN A BEAUTIFUL 

PEA GREEN BOAT 
THEY TOOK SOME HONEY AND PLENTY OF MONEY - WRAPPED 

UP IN A FIVE POUND NOTE 
 
Congratulations to the RSPCA for making the winning entry. The 
runners up were Mary Mary Quite Contrary and Little Miss Muffett 
(Curland). 

 
THE END 
CROWSô FEET 
PRODUCTIONS 
 
Thanks to 
everyone who 
participated in the 
Festival, making 
scarecrows, 
travelling around to 
see them and 
voting, those who 
laid on teas, and 
everyone who 
attended and 
helped at the BBQ 
and prize giving. 

Special thanks to Alison Brown for all her hard work in organising the 
Festival this year.  
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Continued on next page 

Summer Barn Dance 
 

By Carole Wensley-Dodd 
 
Hmmm, what to do this Saturday evening (July 20

th
)? Why, join the 

Barn Dancers at Neroche Hall of course! 
 
Eager would be dancers were queuing at the doors before the official 
opening time ï thatôs always a good sign for any event organiser and 
guests were not disappointed. 
 
The Badger Street Band played at 
full throttle from the outset which 
certainly fired up the dancers. The 
moment the first note was played, 
the experts were on the dance floor 
showing us all how itôs done. 
 
After a couple of exploratory 
dances, we were invited to enjoy 
the supper provided ï an 
absolutely delicious haunch of 
roast pork, together with stuffing and apple sauce, rolls and Waldorf 
and green salads. Dessert was not forgotten either ï pavlova, 
chocolate brownie dessert and fresh fruit salad. Yummy! No one went 
away hungry and ñsecondsò were even available.    
 
Having recharged their batteries, the Band got back to the serious 
business of providing the ideal background music for the hugely 
professional Caller ï Gill Lambirth. So, after a glass of something 
refreshing it was back to the dance floor ï a very crowded dance floor it 
must be said! Newbies and regulars alike took their instructions from 
Gill, who made it all look pretty easy. 
 
While the fun was going on, the trusty band of volunteers did what they 
do best ï manning the bar, carving and serving the food, clearing 
dishes and of course WASHING UP. What would we do without them; 
they deserve our huge thanks for all their efforts. 
 
Many thanks to the Badger Street Band too, another wonderful group 
of volunteers who give their time freely and joyously. They were joined 
on the night by Nick, playing guitar and setting up the sound system, as 



6 

 

well as Ian Bryden, friend, supporter, mentor and coach who plays 
accordion and helps the band learn the dance music which proved 
such a hit. Along with his own band, Jigs for Gigs, he is a regular on 
the music scene and highly in demand.  
 
Finally, many thanks to everyone who came along to the Barn Dance. 
More than 60 joined the evening, and along with the Band and 
volunteers we had a very full Neroche Hall.  

 

Neroche Thursday  
Lunch Club 

 
Neroche Hall  

12.30pm for 1pm 
 

September 5th, October 3rd, November 7th 
 

Come along to Neroche Hall and enjoy a superb home-cooked 
lunch in wonderful company for just Ã6 per head (transport 
and special diets can be arranged). Meet old friends and 
make new acquaintances - ideal for both long term residents 
and those who have recently arrived in the community. A 

wonderful way to spend a weekday lunchtime. 
 
Please phone or email by the Monday prior to the lunch to 

book for catering purposes. Contact Alison Brown  
01823 480441 or aabrown.battens@gmail.com 
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Continued on next page 

50 Gems of Somerset 
 

By Karen Learoyd 
 
A few months ago, before 
summer finally arrived, the annual 
Ilminster Literary Festival took 
place across May and June. A 
number of famous faces including 
Lynne Truss, Alan Johnson and 
Kate Adie, as well as a score of 
other well-known writers, poets 
and experts, descended on 
various locations around Ilminster 
to entertain the local community.   
 
We were privileged to attend a 
talk by Andrew Powell-Thomas on 
the ô50 Gems of Somersetô. As 
relative newcomers to the county, 
we felt this would be a great opportunity to find out more about what 
is on our doorstep. Andrew is a Cornishman by birth although moved 
to Somerset 7 years ago as a primary school teacher. He lives nearby 
with his wife and 2 sons and has spent the last couple of years 
indulging his love of Somerset and its history by researching and 
writing about some of his favourite places. 
 
The book spans a variety of óGemsô across a diverse set of criteria - 
historic buildings, open spaces, museums, beaches, unique villages, 
entertainment (think Glastonbury Festival), and a number of them are 
close to the Neroche parish. Iôm sure many of you will have already 
visited Barrington Court, the Museum of Somerset, and the 
Wellington Monument.  It was also fascinating to see the inclusion of 
Churchstanton, because of its history as an RAF base during the 
Second World War, and Donyatt, where the old single-platform 
railway station forms part of the National Cycle Network, giving 
access to fresh air and fields of wildlife.  
 
Taunton itself is included as the county town, but also to highlight the 
diversity of activities on offer, including cricket at the County Ground, 
entertainment at the Brewhouse Theatre, the annual carnival, and the 
wonderful Vivary Park, which also hosts musical events during the 
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Schoo l  Ho l idays  
 

Next Term starts 2nd September 

Half Term from 26 October to 

3rd November 

summer (most recently Madness, Bananarama and Sir Tom Jones!). 
An unknown nugget for us was that Musgrove Park Hospital started as 
a US Army General Hospital during the Second World War, taking in 
soldiers who were invalided back from the D-Day landings. After the 
war, it became a part of the fledgling NHS service.   
 
All in all, a memorable couple of hours. We learnt a lot, and the book is 
well worth a read, if only to inspire you to explore Somerset further. 

Pop- Up Caf® 
 

St Peterõs Church, Staple Fitzpaine 
Every Friday, 10.30am to 12.30pm 

 
Come along for a cuppa with biscuits and delicious 

home-made cakes. 
 

Meet old friends and  
make new ones 

 

For more information contact 
 

Tricia Dryden 
tricia@witchlodge.co.uk 
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Continued on next page 

Introduction from your new District Councillor 
 

Ross Henley 
 
I wanted to first of all thank everyone who voted for 
me in the recent Council elections, and to say how 
proud I am to become the very first District Councillor 
for the ward of Hatch and Blackdown on the brand 
new Council of Somerset West and Taunton. 
 
The ward of Hatch and Blackdown contains the 
following parishes: Hatch Beauchamp, West Hatch, Churchstanton, 
Otterford and of course the Neroche parishes of Curland, Bickenhall, 
Staple Fitzpaine, and Orchard Portman and Thurlbear. A big area, 
although I really do feel I represent a beautiful area. 
 
Since the elections, I have been enjoying getting out and meeting local 
residents. One of the first things I did was to attend the monthly village 
lunch at Neroche Hall in Bickenhall. I was lucky enough to be asked to 
say a few words after the lunch to introduce myself as the new local 
Councillor. I enjoyed the June lunch so much I also attended the July 
lunch! Itôs such a great event for local residents to get together and 
enjoy great company, and some lovely home cooked food. I intend to 
regularly attend this event. At the June event, I was very lucky to be sat 
on the same table as a real D Day veteran who lives in Staple 
Fitzpaine. It was a real honour to discuss his experiences and to see 
his medals, especially as it was the same week as the D Day 75th 
anniversary. At the July lunch, I enjoyed talking to Tim Frenchôs sister, 
who was visiting from Australia. 
 
I have also attended a Coffee Morning organised by the local WI which 
takes place every Friday morning at St. Peterôs Church in Staple 
Fitzpaine. These types of events are so important in deeply rural areas 
like the Neroche villages as they bring the local community together. 
 
One of the big local issues is the potential dualling of the A358. A 
number of residents have raised concerns about the proposed 
reduction in entry and exit points onto the A358, and the impact of the 
extra traffic which will be forced onto the remaining local routes, before 
accessing the main road. The plans will go out for consultation and 
comment later this year. 
 



10 

 

One problem which hasnôt gone away is fly-tipping. Just a couple of 
weeks after the election, I was contacted by a friend of mine, Alice 
Bridges-Westcott who is a Councillor in Richmond upon Thames, 
although was visiting her family who live nearby. She had noticed a 
huge amount of fly-tipping in Curland by the roadside. I was on my way 
to West Hatch Parish Council meeting so was able to see it for myself, 
photograph it and report it. Fly-tipping makes me so angry. Why do 
some people think they can use our rural areas as a rubbish dump? 
Please let me know if you come across any fly-tipping issues. 
 
Still in Curland I attended a meet of residents about local planning 
enforcement issues. They brought to my attention a particular problem 
which I am following up with the Council. 
 
I also really enjoyed driving round the local area looking at the various 
entries in the village scarecrow competition. All the entries are so 
incredible! I also popped into The Greyhound pub afterwards for a swift 
half of real ale and talked to them about their upcoming refurbishment 
plans. 
 
Finally, I wanted to thank everyone for the friendly welcome I have 
received while out and about in the Neroche villages. 
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Continued on next page 

A Taste of the Country 
 

By Alan Hyde 
 
Mark and Julie Pope did the community proud 
once again as they organised an expert guided 
tour of Staple Farm in Staple Fitzpaine, 
followed or preceded by a delicious slap-up 
breakfast in the conservatory, depending on 
which of the two hosted groups you were in. 
 
It's been a tough and uncertain time for tenant 
farmers recently as the Crown Estate has been 
selling off land and property. 
 
Mark now farms 168 acres compared to 700 
previously, although his enthusiasm for farming 
and strong connections with the community remain undimmed. His tour 
provided a fascinating insight into the life of a modern-day farmer and 
the subtleties of the landscape unravelled before our eyes as he spoke 
about the fragility of farming, from the impact of global commodity 
markets to uncertain weather patterns and how to strike the right 
balance between nature conservation and successful commercial 
enterprise. Mark strongly believes the two are not mutually exclusive.   
 
His strategy is to diversify. His Christmas tree plantations help him to 
sell about 500 trees a year, with many more trees in various stages of 
growth. The Norway Spruce trees are pruned to shape them and steps 
are taken to counter the effects of hungry deer and rabbits. There are 
even plans to create a secure, fenced dog walking area for community 
use where pet pooches can be let off the leash to run around safely. 
 
To the sound of a warbling chiffchaff and the sight of swifts darting 
overhead, Mark showed us round his treasure trove of rural delights. 
This included fields of oil seed rape (usually harvested in August or 
September), spring barley, beans, grass, wheat and miscanthus, 
commonly known as elephant grass, which resembles bamboo and is 
used to produce biomass energy. Mark also told us that the wheat is 
often cut early to produce energy for an anaerobic digester. 
 
Notwithstanding the vagaries of the weather, each of the crops has to 
be protected from nasty bugs and toxic plants. For example, oil seed 
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rape is prone to attract slugs and flea beetle, 
and the toxins in the roots of black grass can 
quickly decimate a wheat field. 
 
In a boggier area, past a pheasant pen used for 
social shooting, Mark introduced us to green 
haying which helps to grow a variety of flowers 
and he led us into a small copse, carpeted with 
wonderfully vibrant orchids. 
 
Each of the fields, some of which have 
magnificent views as far as the eye can see, has 
a buffer zone. These zones, which can take 
years to establish, provide corridors for wildlife 
and rich biodiversity, including fine grasses, 
wildflowers and pollen nectar strips for bees. 
 
Other frequent wildlife visitors to the farm include bats, screech or barn 
owls, and grey partridge, which I last saw near the compost site which 
Mark kindly allows the community to use for garden waste. 
 
All in all, it was a wonderful way to start the day. Thank you, Mark and 
Julie, for your hospitality and for sharing your love and knowledge of 
the countryside. 
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Staple Farm News 
 

By Mark Pope  
 
Here at Staple Farm, we are now well into 
summer and so far this year, the weather has 
been kind to us with sunshine and some rain 
to help things along. 
  
We have now harvested our wheat. This was 
cut early this year, sold as Wholecrop and has gone to an anaerobic 
digester to be turned into gas. We have also just harvested our 
oilseed rape crop, and this is in the process of being moved to a 
central store near Cannington. 
 
Our last crop to harvest will be spring barley by about the middle of 
August if the weather behaves. We are trying a new variety this year 
that has the potential to be used to make Malt. If you like beer you 
may well be drinking some in the near future! 
  
This is also the time of year when you may well see us digging holes 
with a spade to look at the soil and see what condition it is in, 
identifying if it has become compacted as this causes problems with 
rooting. We are also looking to see earthworm activity and general 
soil health. This is our most important asset, so we need to look after 
it. 
  
No sooner have we finished the harvest and we will be making plans 
as to what to plant back again, starting with Oil seed rape in mid-
August, then Winter Wheat towards the end of September. 
 
We are also in the process of constructing a secure dog walking area 
behind the farm as a new venture at Staple Farm, where people can 
bring their dogs and exercise them in a safe and secure area. Lots to 
do in fence construction and web site building. 
 
In late September we will aim to clear between the rows in the 
Christmas tree areas. 
 
The land sales in the area are continuing with a few parcels of land 
not yet sold from the Crown. 
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PUT THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY! 
 

THE FAREY FAMILY  
IN CONCERT 

Supported by St Peterôs Singers 
 

AT ST PETERôS CHURCH, STAPLE FITZPAINE 
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 6TH 2019 

 

Doors open 6.45pm. Concert starts 7.30pm 
Bar & Nibbles. Raffle. 

 

Tickets: Ã10, students Ã6, children under 11 free 

from Sheila Green Tel: 01823 480758 

or email: stpeterschurchconcerts@gmail.com 
 

In aid of St Peterôs Church Loo fund! 

mailto:stpeterschurchconcerts@gmail.com
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Climate Warriors in 
Thurlbear 

 

By Jo Moore  
 
This has been the year of reports, 
rebellions and reviews, all relating 
to global warming and climate 
change. 
 

óWe are writing to you to put 
forward a planet-saving idea that 
we feel is severely necessary. It will not be quick, although we believe if 
we work together and persevere, it will be possible. 
 

óI am sure it has become apparent to you that climate change is a fast 
growing problem and we need to make a difference. No matter how 
small and insignificant it might seem, we would like to change our 
attitude towards global warming around our school and would like you 
to consider the following: 
 

¶ The amount of paper we print and throw away ï even in recycling; 
¶ The copious amounts of food waste we produce; 
¶ The single use plastics we are throwing away such as pens, 

plastic bottles (including the ones in the staff room fridge!)ô 
 

The above is the opening paragraph of a letter received from two of our 
Year 6 pupils, challenging us as to what part we can play and what we 
are doing, as a school, to help the environment whilst becoming more 
eco-friendly.  Well we are delighted to say that we embraced the 
challenge and began to make some changes!   
  
All of our shredded paper now goes to the RSPCA centre at West 
Hatch for animal bedding. We have been talking to our school meal 
provider and we will no longer be having our school lunches delivered 
in plastic, single use trays. We have signed up to the TerraCycle 
recycling programme and have started to collect crisp and snack 
packaging, as well as batteries, and have installed chilled water 
dispensers so that reusable water bottles can be filled up. 
 

We also now have our own óClimate Warriorsô who we are incredibly 
proud of, and who are empowering us all to respond to climate change 
and fight the cause. 
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Heavy Horses and Hay Making 
 

By Alan Hyde 
 
'Heavy horses and haymaking' 
was the theme of a fascinating 
weekend of rural events on 20 
and 21 July, organised by the 
Western Counties Heavy Horse 
Society in fields between West 
Hatch and Thurlbear. 
 
It was an increasingly rare glimpse into a vanishing era when heavy 
horses, many of which are now endangered, played a crucial role in 
tilling the soil and bringing in the hay. 
 
Spectators were treated to demonstrations of a farrier shoeing a horse, 
the spectacle of a smart show shire horse in full gallop, horse-drawn 
muck-spreading, gathering and loading hay into a haywain, and four 
mighty horses pulling a two-chain harrow. Visitors could also jump on 
board a horse-drawn open cart for trips round the fields. 
 
Featured horses included Shire, Percheron and Suffolk Punch. Expert 
commentary, a craft stall and refreshment vans all helped to make it a 
memorable day out. 
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Continued on next page 

Neroche Hall Autumn Update 
 

By Richard Davies, Chairman  
 
Since the last Newsletter, we have held our 
Annual General Meeting and I and all the 
committee members were re-elected and 
have agreed to continue to serve in their 
existing roles, which will ensure continuity for 
a further twelve months. I am also delighted to 
report that we have been joined by an 
additional person who has been co-opted to 
our committee: Kingsley Beck from Bickenhall, 
who retired a year or so ago, and brings a 
wealth of local experience to the hall having 
lived nearby for some forty years. 
 
Our Summer Barn Dance in July was Kingsleyôs initiation event as he 
and I manned the bar for the evening. The evening was a big success 
and despite a slow start to ticket sales, it gathered momentum as the 
day approached allowing us to reach optimum numbers. It is always 
very difficult to know what the take up is going to be for any event and 
there is always a tense time before interest improves. There is a 
separate article on the event and so I will say no more other than to 
comment on the Badger Street Bandôs contribution, without which we 
would not have been able to go ahead. Many of you will be familiar with 
them by now, although it is worth mentioning for those who arenôt that 
they are a group of local people from all walks of life who came 
together to play music for their own pleasure and have blossomed ever 
since. Well done to all of them who gave their time voluntarily for the 
evening and spent many hours of practice in the lead up. 
 
Forthcoming events for the next few months will include an additional 
quiz night in August, and it remains to be seen how popular this will be. 
It is a departure from our usual format of having fish and chips, as, 
sadly, Layzricks our usual supplier was not available on the day in 
question. The quiz format will be as normal, and for those that do like 
fish and chips, we will be holding our Autumn quiz on 11th October.  
 
There will be a Film Night in September (Fishermanôs Friends on 20th 
September). However, the future of our monthly film night still remains 
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in the balance with many factors coming into play. Dwindling audiences 
continue to be a very concerning feature, not to mention the poor film 
choices that Moviola have on offer for this season. Sadly, the hall 
cannot continue to subsidise films at the rate we have done recently 
given the high costs charged by Moviola.  
 
There will also be a pre-Christmas Craft Fair this year on 26 October, 
and if previous ones are anything to go by it should have a good variety 
of stalls with interesting items for sale in the run up to the festive 
season. Again, this will be advertised for those that would like to attend, 
and for anyone who would like to take part by purchasing a table, 
details are available elsewhere in the Newsletter.   
 
At present the Committee have decided not to hold a New Yearôs Eve 
Party for 2019, although to make it a bi-annual event thus returning in 
2020. Finally, one for next year to look forward to is another Murder 
Mystery evening which is in the planning stage for February. 

Fund Raising Success 
 

Rosemary Grabham and Tina Warren were delighted to donate 
Ã807.50 to The Beacon Centre at Musgrove Park Hospital, after their 
fund-raising afternoon tea held in Rosemaryôs beautiful garden on 
Easter Saturday earlier this year. 
 
It was a lovely sunny afternoon spent enjoying delicious home-made 
scones and cakes, among friends and neighbours. A huge thank you to 
you all for your generous donations, baking and help on the day. 
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Neroche Woodlanders at Young Wood 
 
Through the hot weather over the summer itôs been mercifully cooler 
under the shade of the trees at Young Wood, which has been a 
welcome retreat during our many woodland sessions, whether for 
toddlers and their parents, family groups from Taunton, volunteer work 
parties or green woodworkers.   
 
The woods have been buzzing with 
life, and as ever, the stories of its 
residents can be as dramatic as 
any human soap opera. On the 
woodland rides the Silver-washed 
Fritillaries have been on the wing 
for a while ï one of our biggest 
butterflies, with wings like miniature 
Persian carpets. Despite the 
apparently idyllic life of the adult 
butterfly, these creatures donôt 
make life easy for their offspring. 
When the adult female finds the caterpillarôs food plant ï dog violets ï 
on the woodland floor, they then fly to a nearby tall tree and lay a single 
egg on the north side of the trunk. When the larva has eaten its way out 
of its egg during August, it immediately hibernates next to the egg 
case, without even getting another meal, right through to the following 
April. As the spring returns it wakes up, and to get some breakfast it 
has to journey down the tree trunk (many miles when youôre only about 
5mm long) and search out fresh violet leaves to munch. 
 
Another contender for Most Dramatic Insect at Young Wood is the 
Giant Ichneumon, or Sabre Wasp. These bizarre insects can be more 
than 5cm long, with elongated bodies and an extraordinarily 
exaggerated ovipositor, which looks like a fearsome stinger but is 
actually quite harmless ï to us, at least. We quite often spot the 
females, hawking around log piles, where they alight and probe the log 
surfaces with their antennae, listening for the sound of grubs inside the 
wood, which provide food for their larvae. When they find one, they use 
their ovipositor to literally drill into the wood. The outer shell of the 
ovipositor has been found to contain trace amounts of zinc or 
manganese, making it hard enough to drill with! 
 

Continued on next page 

Silver-washed fritillary 
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Meanwhile up in the canopy, while Ash Dieback is affecting more and 
more trees across the country, weôve been relieved to see fewer new 
infections in Young Wood this year than we perhaps expected. We can 
only hope that some of the still-healthy trees will prove to harbour 
some resistance to the disease in the longer term. 
 
We have a new website, www.nerochewoodlanders.org, and a new 
logo. The logo is inspired by the pattern of beams in the roof of our 
reciprocal-frame roundhouse ï each one resting on the one below, and 
all supporting the whole. 
 
In the autumn we will be resuming our parent and toddler group, Young 
Saplings. Meanwhile for the grown-ups weôre currently running our 
Greenwood Club ï so why not give it a try? Itôs fortnightly, for two 
hours on Tuesday evenings ï current dates August 13th, 27th, 
September 10th, 24th. Itôs a relaxed group, with people making 
spoons, benches, pots, walking sticks, and just having a chat in the 
peace of a woodland glade. We provide all the tools and materials. 
Just drop us a line if you would like to come along ï 
gavin@nerochewoodlanders.org. 
 
Meanwhile as ever, anyone is welcome to join us on volunteer days at 
Young Wood, on the fourth Wednesday of every month. We also run 
volunteer days on local nature reserves on the second and third 
Wednesdays of the month.   
 
Gavin, Jenny and the team at Neroche Woodlanders 

Do you Run a Local Business? 
 

You could help the running of your Neroche Newsletter  
by advertising with us. 

 
For a small fee, we will place your business flyer or card in 

with each edition, which is then hand delivered to  
250 local houses and businesses. 

 
If you are interested please drop us an email to chat about 

it: nerochenewsletter@gmail.com 
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FRIDAY FILM NIGHT  
ï Neroche Hall 

 

 
 

FISHERMANôS 
FRIENDS 

 
Friday 20th 
September @ 
7.30pm 

 

 

Ten fishermen from 
Cornwall achieve a Top 10 
hit after they are signed by 
Universal Records for their 
ability to sing a sea shanty 
or two. 
 
Loosely based on a true story, this is a gentle sweet 
natured comedy ï the type that Britain does best, 
enhanced by the stunning Cornish countryside and starring 
James Purefoy, Daniel Mays and Tuppence Middleton. An 
enjoyable night guaranteed. 

 
Bar and snacks available - Tickets Ã6.00 
Contact Karen Learoyd 01823 480886 

or just turn up 
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Continued on next page 

Curland School Part 2: Catherineôs Story 
 

By Jane Hole Neroche Local History Group 
 
When Catherine Savidge died in 1830 she left a bequest to build a 
school for ópoor girlsô in Curland. The school and school house were 
duly built in 1831/2. Extensive bills and receipts for the buildings, 
written in classic copperplate, can be seen at the SW Heritage Trust in 
Taunton. Details include the cost of a brick ópriveyô coming in at a price 
of Ã1.4s.7p including lime and labour, while sinking the well cost Ã2.7s.  
 
Who was this enigmatic woman we only know as the benefactor of óThe 
School of the Widow of George Sheppard Esqô? Catherine was born in 
1763 to the Cousins family (sometime spelled as Cozens) in Staple 
Fitzpaine. The family have a longstanding connection with our villages 
and can be spotted through the decades in the Victorian censuses. For 
example, one of them, Daniel Cozens was an enumerator in the 1851 
census.  
 
Catherine was married in Staple Fitzpaine church to John Tottle of 
Wellington in October 1787. Those witnessing the ceremony are also 
familiar names that come down the centuries. One, John North is likely 
to be a descendent of Edmund North who in 1674 took on a lease at 
Britty (page 208 Along the Wild Edge, 2011). The other is Edmund 
Trump whose predecessors are first mentioned in the Hearth Tax 
returns in 1664 (pages 38-40 in Village Life in the Lee of the 
Blackdowns, 2018). The interweaving of village lives is one of the 
fascinations to us amateur historians.  
 
Both John and Catherine do not sign their names on the wedding 
licence but mark it with an X which presumably means they were 
illiterate at that time.  

 
 
Catherineôs 
marriage to John 
Tottle with John 
North and Edmund 
Trump witnessing 
her mark óXô on the 
licence 
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At some stage Catherine is widowed and marries again in April 1804, 
this time in the parish of St James in Bath, Somerset. Her husband 
George Sheppard signs the licence, while Catherine can still only 
ómake her markô an X. Widowed again and now a parishioner of 
St Mary Magdalene in Taunton, she marries for the last time in 1823 to 
John Savidge from Creech St Michael. At last aged 60 she is able to 
write her name although her signature shows a rather unsure hand.  
 

Catherineôs last marriage to John Savidge with 
her signature on the licence 

 
Unlike many of her contemporaries who rarely moved from their 
villages, Catherine had a wider experience of life having left Staple 
Fitzpaine for Bath and Taunton. She became quite a wealthy woman. 
At the time of her final marriage she was living in Taunton at No 2 The 
Crescent, a fine newly built Georgian terrace house. Poignantly, 
Catherine used some of her wealth to found a school for the poor girls 
of Staple Fitzpaine and Curland to be taught ñreading and writingò 
amongst other accomplishments. May we reasonably guess she 
wanted other girls to have a better educated start to their lives than she 
did? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorial tablet to Catherine in 
St Peterôs Church Staple Fitzpaine 


