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A Note to the Community from your Parish Council 
 

The last 6 years have seen a seismic change in our community as the Crown 
Estate has sold off the land and property it had controlled for many 
generations. This change has shaken up the stagnant status quo where the 
investment in our community was starved. The Crownôs interest was always 
focused on their bottom line and tenants were never incentivised to invest. 
Currently we are seeing the transition from a very sleepy backwater to a more 
dynamic community being exposed to the vibrancy of new people, money and 
ideas. This change can be a very stressful time for the community as historic 
norms are disregarded and new paths are forged. 
 
At the PC we have had to change and adapt to the new reality of our situation. 
The workload has increased enormously as we have had to deal with new 
landowners on rights of way, planning applications have increased 
exponentially, never seen before planning breaches and enforcement. 
Alongside all of this our current crop of councillors sees the PC as an organ 
for action and change which cannot be achieved without investing time and 
effort. Consequently, you have never had a more committed or industrious PC 
so invested in our community. 
 
Currently we are feeling the negative effects of this change in the community. 
We have been dealing with a host of contentious issues and are doing our 
best to represent the community as effectively as we can. Unfortunately, we 
have recently been the subject of abuse and unacceptable behaviour from 
some members of the community which has led to one councillor resigning, 
and another member being left distraught.  
 
We can understand that these times are very disturbing for residents who 
have lived here for many decades but as JFK said: 
 
ñChange is the law of life and those that look only to the past or present are 
certain to miss the future.ò 
 
Our community does have a much brighter future released from the shackles 
of the Crown although it will come with a few bumps along the way. We do 
live in an extraordinary place blessed by so much natural beauty and peace, 
so please be patient and kind to all you meet.  
 
By the way, we are in need of a few more councillors so if you feel you would 
like to drive the PC forward or just support what we are doing we would love 
to hear from you. Without volunteers like you the Parish Council will not 
flourish and we on the PC think that is important. We hope you do to. 

Contact our clerk Emily York for more information at: 
neroche.pc@nerochevillages.org.uk 
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Continued on next page 

Checked over by MO Mike 

The Grand Teddy Bear Jump at St Peterôs 
 

By Tower Ted 
 

After living a lonely life in the tower of the church for many years it was 
exciting to get out and about playing hide and seek in the church, and 
then being involved in the most daring of days - the great teddy bear 
(soft toy) jump, which took place in April, from the 80-foot-high tower of 
St Peterôs Church. 
 
Flight Command were concerned about weather conditions due to 
Storm Kathleen, although after meetings with the Met Office and 
Operational Control they decided that it was safe for the glory boys and 
girls to jump. 
 
The morning started with a parachute making workshop run by the 
boffins Mike G, Nicky, Sheila, Shreya, Mark and Elizabeth. I already 
had my parachute made by Nicky for a trial run earlier in the month to 
ensure all was safe for the others to jump. 
 
While the workshop was ongoing, mostly it seemed for the grownups, 
and while other brave jumpers arrived, ready clad in their parachutes, 
there were plenty of activities to keep 
us all occupied.  
 
My friend from the tower, Bell Captain 
Paul, brought along his fantastic 
Scaletrix Hill Climb, which was very 
popular. The person showing the best 
skill on the track was Ophelia Dunn. (It 
will next appear at the church fete in 
June). Other entertainments included 
Racing Pigs, Splat the Rat, and 
Operation Buzz. Of course, our church 
events would not be the same without 
the wonderful Catering Corps led by 
Captain Pauline with her team of Wyn, 
Lisa, Frances and Peta, serving 
scrumptious delicious cakes. There 
were just too many to try, although my 
favourite were the ones with the teddy 
bears on ! 
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Continued on next page 

Soon it was time for registration and 
33 brave jumpers lined up. From the 
very small to the very large, and many 
dressed so handsomely like the Right 
Reverend Edward Floater. All jumpers 
had to undergo a medical inspection 
carried out by Medical Flying Officer 
Mike, he checked our limbs, heart and 
ears (even though some didnôt have ears) ensuring we were all A1 to 
jump. Before we ascended the tower 
the best turned out jumper was chosen 
by members of Flight Command.  
 
1
st
 Place ï Doggie by Poppy Chapman 

2
nd
 Place ï James Bond by Otto Dunn 

3
rd
 Place ï Amelie Dunn 

 
We were rather unceremoniously 
placed in a bucket and hauled to the 
top of the tower, with the help of many 
of the owners obviously concerned 
about their brave jumpers. Each of us 
jumped with the help of the Head of 
Flight Control Mark and Tower Captain 
Paul when our number, name and 
owner were called out by Captain 
Andrew of the Information Corps. Of 
course, I jumped first! Karen was on 

Nervously Waiting 

Cake 

Lady and Edward Floater 
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loan from MI5 in disguise, so she could 
take pictures of the event from the church 
and tower. 
 
Due to quite a strong breeze the jumpers 
floated in all sorts of directions, into the 
allotments, trees and onto the roof but 
many made it to the grass with lots of 
óOoohôs and óahôsô, squeals and laughter. 
Some who fell rather quickly had to be 
checked out by MO Mike, although all 
were fine and no bandages or extra 
stuffing was needed. `The Australian St 
Peterôs Platypus was attached to a hang 
glider with a ridged frame. it nose-dived 
rather than floated narrowly missing the 
Head of Flight Command. 

 
So much for that idea Mark!!!  No 
ridged structures will be allowed 
at any future event ! 
 
All the brave jumpers were 
winners, and they all received a 
super certificate ï thank you 
Chris. 
 
The parachutist with the best 
style were judged by members of 
Flight Command. 
 

1st Place ï Officer Tedster by William Lister 
2
nd
 Place ï Orange Ted by Neil Porter 
3
rd
 Place ï Scarlet by Poppy Young 

 
Thanks again to all the brave parachutists, their owners and 
supporters, and of course all the teams within St Peterôs Flight 
Command who made this event possible.  
 
Look out for me at the Church Fete in June - come and say hello if you 
see me! 

Up We Go 

Back Down To Earth 
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Continued on next page 

A Tribute to Tricia Dryden 
 

On the 22nd of January 2024, 
many Staple Fitzpaine residents, 
family, friends and members of 
the Bickenhall W.I. gathered at 
St Peterôs Church to celebrate 
and give thanks for the life of 
Patricia óTriciaô Dryden.   
 
Born in Acton to a military family, 
Tricia spent her early years 
living in Germany and Egypt. 
These early travels set a tone for 
Triciaôs life seeing her live in 
London, Birmingham, Glasgow 
and Cheshire before finally 
settling with her family in 
Somerset in 1990. 
 
Throughout her professional life, Tricia applied and honed the 
skills she obtained at secretarial college to become a well-
respected HR professional, working for several local businesses 
such as the B.A.S.C, New Horizons (social care) Centre and 
Oscar Meyer. 
 
Wherever she lived, Tricia had a strong sense of community and 
worked hard to integrate herself and her family into community 
life. While living in Cheshire, she became the local Brownie pack 
óBrown Owlô leading the way and organising numerous community 
events. She was also heavily involved in the North-West Carnival 
Queen circuit taking her daughter Sarah to Carnival Queen 
competitions and spending countless hours making her beautiful 
dresses and bouquets.  
 
For many years Tricia and her husband John were the custodians 
of Wych Lodge where they enjoyed a peaceful life in the forest; 
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running the Piddlewood shoot and hosting many barbecues for 
family and friends. 
 
Once retired, Tricia joined the Bickenhall WI where she found real 
sisterhood and made many true friends. She became their 
president in 2014, a role in which she took great pride. Tricia 
organised and supported many community events such as the 
monthly parish lunches, cream teas at local church fetes, bingo 
nights for the parish hall and the community pop-up caf® at St 
Peterôs, where her Barra Brith remains a thing of legend. 
 
Tricia will be remembered by many as a larger-than-life lady 
brimming with personality and gravitas. She had a presence that 
gave her authority and a kind heart which endeared her to so 
many. She loved her friends and family with a passion, doing all 
within her power to protect and care for them. She will be greatly 
missed, and we are thankful for all she did and the legacy she 
leaves behind. May she rest in eternal peace. 

.ƛŎƪŜƴƘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ²L 
 
 

At the recent AGM, Carole Wensley-Dodd was 
elected as the new President, Pauline Phelps as 
Treasurer and Fran Alford as Secretary. 

 
Come along either as a member or a visitor (Ã5) 
on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm 

at Neroche Parish Hall 
 

Speakers 
12th June ï Wood Turning Demo by Bob Selway 

10th July ï Sustainable Floristry ï from seed to vase by 
Jan Boddington 

11th September ï Make me a Winner by Sally Kershaw 
 

For further information about the WI or our programme, please contact  
Frances Alford at 01460 234245 or fran.alford @hotmail.co.uk  
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Continued on next page 

A report from the Parish Council Chair 
from the Annual Parish Meeting 

 
The A358 road project between Henlade and Ilminster is currently on 
hold. National Highways, the government agency responsible for major 
roads in England, announced in 2021 that they were pausing the 
project, which included plans for dualling the road and a bypass around 
Henlade [Somerset County Gazette]. National Highways said this 
decision came after public consultation. 
 
While this is a blow to Henlade, who have the worst traffic pollution in 
the area, there appears to be little gain to the local community in 
closing access roads to the A358 and would put greater pressure on 
local roads which are presently used by walkers, cyclists and horse 
riders. Let us hope that future plans for this road will include earlier and 
more meaningful consultation with local communities. 
 
Finger Posts 
 
It has been a couple of years since the finger posts in the parish have 
been rebuilt or refurbished and this year we have plans to clean and 
repaint all of them in the parish. Some of the new posts and fingers 
were manufactured out of aluminium while existing hardware had been 
removed, cleaned and repainted. 
 
So, you may see over the coming weeks a small group of volunteers 
out cleaning and touching up the signs to keep them neat and tidy. 
 
Village Gateway 
 
The village gateway project is still underway. However, with the new 
highways maintenance Contractor employed by Somerset Council, the 
installation of these gateways will need to be retendered. 
 
We have been given permission to REDUCE the speed of traffic 
through Staple Fitzpaine by 10mph, from 40 to 30 miles per hour. This 
was after a survey of the speed of traffic through the village confirmed 
this speed was achievable. 
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Continued on next page 

In conjunction with this, the transport working group of the Local 
Community Network is looking to purchase a number of Speed 
Indication Devices (SIDs). 
 
Hedges & Ditches ï flooding 
 
When warnings were given about the shortfall in Somerset Councilôs 
budget, the parish council has taken to carrying out more hedge cutting 
and ditching. 
 
The ditch alongside Staple Hill just before Wych Lodge has caused 
problems for a couple of years which has been rectified by a contractor 
of the parish council and the landowner. The ditch has been cleaned 
and the pipe under the field entrance has been extended. 
 
There are still a number of ditches that need attention although I would 
remind landowners as well as householders who have ditches between 
their properties and the highway it is not the responsibility of Highways 
to clear the ditch. 
 
Footpaths 
 
I have received from Rights of Way a list of all the issues and defects 
on the footpaths and bridle paths around the parish and it is not a short 
list. 
 
With the assistance of Sue Hayman and some volunteers we will be 
taking on the task, with the blessing of Rights of Way, of addressing 
some of the issues on the list. 
 
So, if anybody here would like to join us to either do some hole digging 
to replace posts or just acting as a look out for the working party you 
are more than welcome to come and join us. 
 
If anybody has a regular path they walk, would they just slip a pair of 
secateurs in their pocket and snip off any overgrowing shoots. 
A map of all Somersetôs foot paths and bridleways can be found at 
www.roam.somerset.gov.uk where you can also report any issues. 
 
 
 

http://www.roam.somerset.gov.uk/
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Continued on next page 

Polling station ï Thurlbear 
 
In conjunction with the head teacher of Thurlbear school I have been in 
contact with the returning officer to move the polling station for 
Thurlbear and Orchard Portman to Neroche Hall where the other three 
parishes cast their votes. While I appreciate that it will be an 
inconvenience to people living in that parish, it will allow the school to 
function normally and not endanger the students security. 
 
The role of a Parish Council on planning matters 
 
The role of the Parish Council (PC) is to represent local views and 
should:- 
 
¶ Provide local knowledge. 
¶ Raise areas of concern. 
¶ Inform, debate, and add value to the process. 
¶ Contact and involve District Councillors if required. 
 
Parish Councils (PC) are statutory consultees in the planning process 
and must be informed of all planning applications, and any 
amendments to those applications, within the parish. The PC can only 
comment on these planning applications in the same way as any other 
member of the public, however, any comments by the PC must be 
agreed during a properly called public council meeting. 
 
Please remember that the PC is only a consultee and counts as 
one opinion. Without advice from residents of the Parish the members 
of the PC will give their own opinions. The PC can and will seek the 
views of residents of the Parish, particularly in controversial cases, and 
will reflect such local feeling during the deliberation process. However, 
should there be widespread objection, or support, for a proposal the 
PC will always urge members of the public to send their own 
individually written letters or e-mails direct to the planning authority (in 
your own words rather than a circular type as these are more effective). 
 
It must be understood that the PCôs comments in response to a 
planning application can only be based on planning matters. Where 
possible the PC can quote polices in the Local Plan as these are the 
starting point for considering the merits of any application.  
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Objections should be clear, concise, relevant, and accurate to stand a 
chance of being accepted. Whilst the local planning authority must 
consider the representations of the PC this does not mean that an 
application will be decided in accordance with the views of the PC. In 
reaching a decision, the local planning authority is required to weigh up 
all issues associated with an application and comments made by the 
PC may have insufficient weight to enable the application to be 
determined in line with the wishes of the Parish. 
 
Requests for new councillors 
 
I would like to ask any of you to consider joining us on the parish 
council. Training is available which is usually carried out via video link 
for a couple of hours over the course of one evening. 
 
The parish council can only be an effective group with the participation 
of parishioners. With the loss of the Crown Estates as a buffer and the 
financial situation that many councils, including Somerset, find 
themselves in, we need a strong community spirit. 

IŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƭŜŀƴΚ  
 

!ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ CŜǘŜ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ 5ƻƎ {Ƙƻǿ ƻƴ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ WǳƴŜ мрǘƘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ōǊƛŎ
-ŀ-ōǊŀŎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǘŜƳǎ όƴƻ ōƻƻƪǎύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ .ƻōǎ ǎǘŀƭƭΦ 

 
CƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 

aƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ YŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ aƛŎƘŀŜƭǎ ƻƴ лмуно пулптп 
 

!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜƭȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƻΥ 
²ƛƴǘŜǊǿŜƭƭΣ ¢ƘǳǊƭōŜŀǊ wƻŀŘΣ ¢!о р!¸ 
Ŏκƻ wŜōŜŎŎŀ DŜƻǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪ tƻǊǘŜǊ 

 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 
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Neroche Environment Group: Citizen Scientists Opportunities 
 

By Jane Hole 
 
Water Quality Monitoring in Neroche 
 

Would you like to get involved as a Citizen Scientist in monitoring the 
quality of the parishôs streams and springs? Most of the water from our 
local springs and streams flows into the Rivers Tone and Parrett. The 
Westcountry Rivers Trust will train, equip and support local people who 
would like to get active in monitoring the water quality within the parish. 
For more information contact Jane.hole@outlook.com 
 

Upcoming Green Dates in 2024 
 

¶ 8 - 16
th
 June The Great Big Green Week: national celebration of 

community action on tackling climate change    
              greatbiggreenweek.com 

 

¶ July/August Big Butterfly Count: watch for dates 
    bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org       
 

¶ 6-12 July Net Zero Week: get online access to this national event, 
speakers, debates, case studies    netzeroweek.com 

 

¶ Open Meadows/Gardens: Neroche Environment Group - visit local 
parishioners wildlife meadows and gardens. Dates to be announced. 

Pop-Up Caf® 
 

St Peterõs Church, Staple Fitzpaine 
Every Friday, 10am to 12pm 

 

Come along for a cuppa with biscuits 
and delicious 

home-made cakes. 
 

Meet old friends and make new ones 
 

Donations gratefully received for the RNLI's 200th 
anniversary at the cafe on Friday, 28th June  
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Continued on next page 

Who Killed Our Rector? 
Murder Mystery ï St Peterôs Staple Fitzpaine 

 

By Rebecca George 
 
In mid-February, we put on a murder mystery play to raise money for 
St Peterôs. Emily Pope was our director, supported by Lottie Michaels, 
and having the two of them involved was especially brilliant as it 
lowered the average age of the participants by about 30 years as well 
as providing some much-needed direction from people who knew what 
they were talking about. The rest of us had lots of opinions é. 

 
The play was set in Steeple Chase, 
in the parish of St Neroche, in the 
Diocese of Sink and Looe, and 
featured the Rector, Carrie 
Johannes, another local priest, Ken 
McSue, the curate Kimberley Jolie 
and various other locals, all full of 
their own importance and only 
united in their dissatisfaction with 
the Rector: Mrs Ogden - the 
housekeeper, Skyla Walker ï lost 

hippy, Ivor Organ ï organist, Detective Inspector Aznavour and the 
Bishopôs legal representative, Lilly Leeks. 
 
As with many good plays, love interest was important, and the local 
Scout Leader (Lincoln Green, complete with children Pea and 
Camberwick, possibly Village on the way) and Chairperson of the local 
Church Fete and Dog Show (Brenda Besom) were in an illicit liaison, 
with shady goings on beneath the leafy elm.  
 
Our very own Rector, Joanna 
Porter, played Carrie Johannes 
(go on, work it out) and was 
indeed a very good sport, 
murdered with blood curdling 
screams at the end of Act 1. Chris 
Baxter entered fully into the spirit 
of the evening as the narrator, 
declaiming dramatically at every 
opportunity.  
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Brenda and Lincoln 

The audience, which packed Neroche Hall, gamely tried to follow what 
was going on and work out who was responsible for killing the rector, 
for a chance to win a real trophy.  
 
Mark Porter (Lincoln Green) and Nicky Baxter (Mrs Ogden, in a 
fetching apron) worked really hard in the weeks before the show to get 
the script right and put the óactorsô through their paces.  
 
Kath Michaels cooked meals for everyone present and she and Sheila 
Green worked tirelessly in the kitchen all evening. Emma McDaid and 
Alex Porter manned the bar and Alison Brown ran the raffle.  
 
It was a great evening, a lot of fun, and in the end only one team 
accurately guessed the identities of the killer and accomplice. 
 
Mike Michaels triumphed as Brenda Besom and we are expecting a 
reprise in another event in the future, not to be missed! Many thanks 
indeed to the rest of the cast - Dave Knight, Emily Pope, Shreya Patel, 
Carole Wensley-Dodd who were all brilliant. 

Brenda Besom 
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Continued on next page 

Spring Quiz at Neroche Hall 
 

As sure as Spring has sprung, another quiz took place at Neroche Hall 
on Friday, 19

th
 April. All keen quizzers, everyone was looking forward to 

an eveningôs entertainment and tough questions from our very own 
Quizmaster, Andrew Morgan.  
 
He didnôt disappoint. Luring us all into a false sense of security with the 
óeasyô rounds ï General Knowledge and Sport, it took a turn for the 
worse with the third round which was Numbers. If you thought it would 
all be about maths, it wasnôt! Who would have known the speed the 
DeLorean needed to reach in óBack to the Futureô to start time travel? 
As it turns out only 3 of our teams got this one righté. 
How many times did Shirley Bassey sing a Bond theme? Six of our 11 
teams got this one right (In case you were wondering it was 
Thunderball, Goldfinger and the one most people forget ï Moonraker). 
Definitely a tough round with only 2 of our teams achieving more than 
half. 
 
Next up was History and then a break while we mulled over the Who 
Wants to be a Millionaire round ï multiple choice is supposed to make 
it easier ï right? A perfect time to feast on all the goodies the teams 
brought with them ï not just crisps and nuts, but full-on cheese boards 
and smorgasbords of delights.  
 
Back under way with the Current Affairs round which proved extremely 
challenging for almost all the teams ï how can we not remember what 
happened last week or last month? And then onto the more popular 
(and straightforward) Films followed by Musical Geography ï all the 
songs featured place names in their titles ï a good round for some 
although not others. 
 
And we were done! The raffle was drawn, Ben Witt won a lovely mug 
on the occasion of his 30

th
 birthday (we had an impromptu rendition of 

Happy Birthday) and the scorers, Jacq and Mark Wanstall, worked their 
magic to tot up the scores,   
 
The winners were Not Poldark, consisting of Jill and Allan Perrior, 
Norman and Sara Llewellyn, Paul Hart and Ross Henley, with an 
overall score of 71. Just pipped into second place were Densa, with a 
score of 70.  
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Another fun packed evening, lots of laughter and groaning. Massive 
thanks to the team that put on the event and especially to Andrew for 
making the quiz so challenging. Only 1 team scored maximum points in 
1 round (out of a possible 88), which tells you everything you need to 
knowéé 

We are always looking for more people to join our flower guild at 
St Peterôs. You could just help with displays as part of our friendly 
team when we decorate the Church for events such as weddings, 
Harvest Festival, along with Easter and Christmas celebrations. Or 
you could be involved on the rota where one person is  responsible 
for an arrangement at the front of the church for a month.  
Please contact me if you are interested 
Jacqueline.kolkowski@btinternet.com 

Alisonôs Pedestal Easter Tomb 

Karenôs 
Porch 
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Continued on next page 

News from Neroche Hall 
 

By Karen Learoyd, Chair 
 
The past few months have been busy at the Hall, with our hires 
increasing quite significantly ï itôs certainly been keeping Sarah 
Hyde, our Booking Secretary, on her toes! We have hosted a 
number of parties, a Murder Mystery, Bingo and a quiz night, 
as well as acting as the polling station for the May Somerset 
Police Commissioner election. More badminton groups have 
started up and we have a regular pickleball hire. The more 
people that visit our hall, for whatever reason, the more it 
increases the likelihood of additional hires, which remains our 
lifeblood. 
 
We have been keeping an eye on the roof as we have noticed 
some additional slates starting to slip. Unfortunately, with the 
extensive wet weather weôve been experiencing, on Polling 
Day we suffered water coming through the roof for the first 
time. This has obviously increased the priority of getting it 
sorted, and we are in the process of contacting local 
companies to get some quotes ï we need to understand how 
extensive our issue is to determine the appropriate course of 
action. 
 
This will probably curtail some of our other possible 
investments e.g. AV equipment and improving acoustics, 
unless we can get additional support through grants or 
collaborations. The kitchen work will go ahead once the 
caretaker has some free time to install the new extractor fan ï 
hopefully in the next month or two. We also need to act on the 
outcomes of the asbestos and legionella reports, which will 
mainly be to implement further monitoring and risk 
management. The paperwork involved with running the hall and 
complying with all the legislation is incredible, and not in a good 
wayéé 
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Neroche Thursday  
Lunch Club 

 

Neroche Hall  
12.30pm for 1pm 

 

June 6th, July 4th, no lunch club in August 
 - Ã8 per head 

 

Come along to Neroche Hall and enjoy a superb home-cooked 
lunch in wonderful company (transport 

and special diets can be arranged). Meet old friends and 
make new acquaintances - ideal for both long term residents 
and those who have recently arrived in the community. A 

wonderful way to spend a weekday lunchtime. 
 

Advance booking is essential by the Monday prior to the lunch to 
book for catering purposes. Contact Alison Brown  
01823 480441 or aabrown.battens@gmail.com 

This year, we are going to try a couple of new fundraising 
initiatives ï we have a Pop-Up Breakfast planned for Saturday, 
29th June (see separate advert). Our intention is to serve good 
quality West Country sausage and bacon baps (veggie 
sausages will also be on offer) with as much tea and coffee as 
you can drink. An opportunity to socialise with friends and/or 
family and grab a tasty breakfast. Later in the year, probably 
October, we will hold a Food / Drink Fair rather than our usual 
craft fair. Having attended eat Taunton recently, itôs clear there 
is a wealth of great food and drink producers locally, and weôd 
like to bring them to your doorstep. 
 
If you know of anyone who might be interested in a stall, please 
contact me at karen.wensley@gmail.com 
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RSPCA West Hatch Needs You  
 
Are you a keen gardener, interested in conservation, an experienced 
grounds person, or just have some hours to spare each month, and 
interested in giving it a go? Could you help us to enhance the 
appearance and the habitat value of our 22 acre site, alongside like-
minded people? 
 
RSPCA West Hatch are hosting monthly Conservation and Grounds 
Maintenance Volunteering Team Days on the first Saturday of every 
month from 10am to 3pm. Our first event will be held on Saturday 
1st June. 
 
We're looking for practical volunteers with a passion for both the 
outdoors and for animals, who can help us with various gardening 
and groundwork tasks such as weeding, pruning, keeping fencing 
tidy and clear of vegetation, designing wildlife friendly gardens and 
areas, and general maintenance of garden areas and borders. 
 
You will also be helping with projects such as preparing, restoring 
and enhancing habitats for wildlife rehabilitation such as our 
paddocks, woodlands and meadows, which will help nature and 
maximise the benefits that this brings to us and the animals we care 
for. 
 
You don't need any previous knowledge or experience, just the 
desire to get stuck in and have a willingness to help and get your 
hands dirty. If you want to keep active, make new friends, or use 
your skills to benefit the welfare of animals, this role might be perfect 
for you. 
 
Before you start, you'll need to complete some online training 
courses (induction, health and safety etc), although this won't take 
too long, and it is an easy process. 
 
If this sounds like the role for you then please 
contact tina.huntington@rspca.org.uk  
 
WARNING! This volunteering role will boost your social wellbeing! 

mailto:tina.huntington@rspca.org.uk
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How do you become an animal fosterer?  
 
For many people, fostering 
can be a daunting prospect, 
as they wonder if they would 
ever be able to hand their 
foster pet back once they are 
ready to be rehomed. Many 
find that indeed they canôt and 
end up adopting their foster 
animal (we call these ñfailed 
fostersò and it is a thing we 
always celebrate massively), 
although for those many 
wonderful people out there 
who give up their time and 
homes, often repeatedly over 
many years, it can be a 
hugely rewarding thing to do.  
 
We run a very successful 
fostering scheme at West 
Hatch. We currently have around 20 active dog fosterers 
(those who regularly foster dogs), three regular cat fosterers, 
and seven small animal fosterers. The small animal fosterers 
take rabbits, guineapigs and smaller animals such as rats 
and gerbils.  
 
The whole process has now been streamlined, so that the 
application is made online through a volunteer hub called 
Assemble. The application is then processed by our fostering 
team, who gain references, check the driving details are up 
to date, and ask them to complete some online training. We 
usually try to carry out a home visit in person for dog 
fostering so that we know which dogs might suit each foster 

Continued on next page 

Paula and Zara 
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home and person. This is often done by our behaviour and 
welfare advisor, Leon. We then invite the fosterer to the 
centre to meet potential foster animals, and if they would like 
to go ahead with one, an appointment is made for collection. 
The fosterer signs a fostering agreement, and is supplied 
with everything they need, such as food, bedding, leads and 
harnesses, cat litter, accommodation for rabbits etc, and are 
given emergency contact numbers for our vet and behaviour 
team.  
 
Our foster animals come back to the centre as often as is 
needed for vet checks - this is a minimum of once a month. 
This way we can make sure they are weighed, have a health 
check, and are kept up to date with any treatments they 
need.  
 
We are currently very interested in finding more dog foster 
placements where there are just adults or older teenagers, 
no cats, and where the people are open to fostering large 
breed dogs such as Shepherds and Bullbreeds. We find 
ourselves taking in more and more of the larger breeds, and 
sadly find them much harder to place in foster homes than 
smaller dogs. 
 
If you feel you might be able to help, we would love to hear 
from you, and would be very happy to phone you for a 
further chat to answer any of your questions.  
 
Please email whdomcen@rspca.org.uk, and we will be in 
touch straight away!  
 
Fostering really does change animalsô lives. 
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News from Your MP 
 

Rebecca Pow 
 
Hello again, 
 
RURAL TRANSPORT  
 

Transport issues affect us all, with 
particular challenges for our rural 
areas and so I have made 
transport across Taunton Deane 
one of my priorities. This has been 
with some success ï having been 
instrumental in the upgrade of 
Taunton station and now with Ã5m of Government funding secured so 
far, we are well on the way to seeing a rail station for Wellington 
become a reality. 
 

Bus transport remains important for many and retaining the Ã2 bus 
fares across Somerset until December 2024 has been possible through 
the Governmentôs extended support for this. And in striving for 
a greener, cleaner public transport service I was pleased to have just 
secured Ã2.2 million of Government funds to invest alongside First Bus 
Southôs Ã12.5 million for 25 new electric buses for Somerset. The new 
state-of-the-art buses will also meet Enhanced Accessibility Standards 
and come with features to improve passenger experience such as Wi-
Fi and USB charging sockets, providing users with considerably 
quieter, smoother, and more comfortable journeys. These routes will 
operate from Taunton to Minehead, Taunton to Burnham-on-Sea, 
Taunton to Wellington and the town centre which cover routes 28, 21, 
22, 1 and 2. 
 

Providing viable rural transport was high on the agenda at my latest 
catch up with the Blackdown Hills Parish Network. We discussed the 
merits of a proposal from BHPN member, Graham Long, on a rural 
version of 'Uber' and I followed up by facilitating a meeting with the 
Roads Minister and Graham to explore opportunities. It was a 
constructive meeting and officials from the Department of Transport 
committed to continuing to liaise with the Network to understand the 
feasibility of their proposal. 
 

 

Continued on next page 
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Continued on next page 

BROADBAND 
 

Delivering fast broadband to rural areas, including many premises 
across the Blackdowns, who are still missing out is an issue. In 
Taunton Deane, whilst over 93% of premises can access superfast 
broadband (>30 Mbps), and almost 66% have access to a gigabit-
capable connection (>100 Mbps) disappointingly, this is below the 
national average of almost 98% for superfast coverage and 82% for 
gigabit coverage. And although we have seen a big jump in gigabit in 
Taunton Deane since December 2019 when only 5% of premises had 
access, for those who have not benefited this is of little consolation. I 
stressed the unacceptability of the situation recently to the chief 
executive of BDUK and am meeting he and his team shortly to get 
some answers regarding dates by which we can expect fast and 
reliable broadband and mobile coverage to be delivered to the hard-to-
reach areas.  
 

FARMING SCHEMES 
 

We must thank many farmers locally who are involved in increasing 
public access through Countryside Stewardship schemes; and they are 
also taking up the nature options in the new Sustainable Farming 
Initiative (SFI) schemes. This includes creating nectar rich wildflower 
strips and managing hedgerows (which we have just protected on 
agricultural land) and creating specific habitats to ensure particular 
species, for example yellowhammers, can survive. The SFI is the most 
successful scheme DEFRA has ever run, 20,000 farmers are already 
signed up to take actions to improve the environment which in many 
cases will improve food production. The schemes sit alongside all the 
measures we are taking to ensure food security and indeed to boost 
food production which includes the largest ever grant scheme to 
support productivity and technology at Ã427m. There is also more 
support than ever for our hard-pressed farmers who have suffered 
from the severe wet weather over many months through the extended 
Farming Recovery Fund. 
 

For more information about the support available from government to 
farmers please see here: https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/
environment-secretary-speech-at-farmers-weekly-transition-live-event  
 
KEY LOCAL HEALTH ISSUES 
 

The major improvements to Musgrove Park Hospital are being starting 
to be seen - the new Ã87m surgical centre is well underway ï to create 



28 

 

10 state of the art hospital theatres and a new endoscopy centre. Great 
news that the whole site upgrade is on the cards by 2030; although I 
am calling for the new maternity unit to be delivered up front as a 
priority. The inadequate state of the buildings was highlighted in a 
recent Care Quality Commission report. At the time of writing, I am 
anticipating a visit from the Secretary of State for Health to see the 
situation for herself. The digitising of all health data systems across the 
county is also a priority which would make a huge difference in 
improving health outcomes, speeding up diagnosis and treatment and 
save time for our hard-working health professionals.  
 

PLASTIC POLLUTION  
 

Locally, from the huge amount of 
correspondence Iôve had on this issue 
and conversations I have had on the 
doors there is much support for 
cutting plastic that harms the 
environment and for the measures 
this Government has already taken to 
address plastic pollution, including a 
ban on the use of microbeads in rinse
-off cosmetics and personal care 
products and restricting the supply of 
plastic straws, plastic drink stirrers, 
and plastic-stemmed cotton buds. 
The charge for single-use carrier 
bags in supermarkets has also been 
popular resulting in a reduction of 
plastic carrier bags of over 98 per 
cent.  
 

As Environment Minister I represented the UK Government at the latest 
round of negotiations on the International Plastics Treaty alongside 
fellow Environment Ministers from across the globe. With plastics in the 
ocean set to treble by 2040 we need and must act fast to stem this 
unacceptable tide of pollution, which is why the Treaty, which would be 
legally binding across nations, is so crucial. We have been clear that it 
must include the whole lifecycle of plastics, tackle problematic plastics 
and polymers, increase circularity and reporting.  
 

As ever, please do get in touch with my office if I can be of any 
assistance to you. 
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My name is Vanessa Bourne, I live in Bickenhall 
and I am a Hatha Yoga Teacher, specialising in 
Subtle Yoga, a slow, mindful yoga, designed to suit 

everyone. This type of Yoga is specifically 
designed to reduce the effects of stress on the 
body, using subtle, nuanced and deliberate 
movement to optimise the nervous system, 
combating overwhelm and creating ease in the 

mind and body. 
 

Classes currently available: 
At Neroche Village Hall ï Tuesdays Mat Class 

10.30am-11.30am 
 

At West Hatch Village Hall: 
Mondays 11-12pm ï Chair Class 
Tuesdays ï 7-8pm ï Mat Class 

 

Please contact me for class dates if you are 
interested or have any questions on suitability for 
you - all abilities catered for - I have equipment to 

borrow if needed.   

ness@yoganessyoga.co.uk  
www.yoganessyoga.co.uk  

SCHOOL DATES 
 

Holiday 5:  
25th May to  
2nd June 2024 

 
Term 6: 3rd June 
to 24th July 2024  

 
Holiday 6:  

25th July to 2nd 
September 2024 


