
  

 

Working Together for a Better Community 

Welcome to the Neroche Villagesô Newsletter, a quarterly publication delivered free to every 
household in Neroche Parish, helping the community to stay connected and up-to-date on 
local issues. 
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Road Safety ï 30mph limit approved 
for Staple Fitzpaine 

 

Following over a year of working with Somerset 
Highways, the Parish Council has been successful 
in reaching agreement to have a reduction to 30 
mph (from current 40 mph) speed limit in Staple 
Fitzpaine. Implementation of the new limit, together 
with two village gateways to highlight the entrances 
to the village on Staple Road, will be happening from April onwards 
(precise dates to be confirmed). The Parish Council has also been 
successful in its request for the beginning of the speed zone to be 
placed higher up the hill in the location of the current village name sign, 
so that cars slow down at the beginning of the steep descent (from 
Taunton direction). 
 

Close engagement with the Highways team was needed, as they 
needed to push the process through. It wasnôt a quick thing to do 
because there is a sequential process to be followed. This included 
getting speed data that needed to prove that 30 mph was a feasible 
limit, on the basis that a speed limit will not work if it is set too low 
compared to the average speed of vehicles. Fortunately, the results 
taken on one day showed an average of 34.2 mph, and hence a 30 
mph limit was viewed as achievable. Then it was necessary to get 
Police consent for a change in speed limit placement, as we wanted to 
set the new limit at the top of the hill, as the current placement of the 
limit is after vehicles have gained speed from their descent. Finally, 
there was a need for advertisement locally in the press to allow for 
objections: none were received, nor were there any objections lodged 
against the Traffic Regulation Order published by Somerset Council. 
New speed roundels for 30 mph will be installed, with 30mph painted 
on the road for extra emphasis, and will also be incorporated into the 
village gateway set up at the entrance to the village at the Manor side 
and at the entrance on the hill from Taunton direction. The purpose of 
gateways is to bring greater awareness to the passing drivers that they 
are entering a village and must slow down.  
 

If you wish to know more about speed limits, and traffic calming, please 
look at: www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/speed-limits/ 
 

The Parish Council continues to look at other ongoing road safety 
issues, turning its attention to problems with fast vehicles using the 
road up and down from Neroche woods. 

http://www.somerset.gov.uk/roads-travel-and-parking/speed-limits/
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In Memory of Chris Dunn 
 
St Peterôs Church and the wider community lost a much-treasured 
friend in December with the passing of Chris Dunn. Chris was a keen 
and long-term supporter of the church. Giving generously of his time 
and resources he served for many years on the PCC. He and Heather, 
with great good humour, organised and hosted the church fete in the 
perfect setting of their grounds, along with numerous other occasions.  
  
His memorial service, held at St Peterôs, spilled out of the church into 
the erected marquees with video feed of the service. Generous to the 
last Chris had specified that the considerable collection should be 
donated to St Peterôs. 
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Continued on next page 

Helping to Save Nature at Mount Fancy Farm 
 
Very shortly Spring will be on us, and nature will start to stir from its 
winter slumbers. In the normal way of things, the early spring flowers 
will emerge and then the caterpillars that feed on them, followed by the 
bird nestlings being fed caterpillars by their parents. Climate change is 
already having a disruptive impact on these normal sequences of 
events. Over the last few years, by my reckoning, we have had mild 
wet winters where fungi and moulds can devastate over-wintering 
butterfly forms. Then with Springôs warm and dry days coming much 
later, the flowers come too late, the caterpillars which have emerged 
already are unable to survive, and so the nestlings suffer from lack of 
food.  
 
Not all years are the same, maybe this year will be different. Wildlife 
can be adaptable and find new ways of responding and succeeding in 
these changing climate patterns. Although not all, some have very 
specific needs and cannot easily step sideways to adopt new habits. 
This is where butterflies come in, they are easily seen and respond fast 
to changes. Since the 1990s they have been annually counted once a 
week (during their main season) providing solid evidence of how they, 
therefore nature in general, is responding to how we manage the land 
and what impact climate change is having.  
 
The data going back over decades is clear, all butterfly numbers are 
declining. Some, the more generalists, are coping and finding new 
ways to adapt. You will still see in your garden so many of these 
common butterflies, just perhaps not in the usual expected numbers. 
They too have their boom-and-bust years. However, the overall trend is 

down. The specialists are the ones suffering - with 
perhaps their limited flight, or short egg-laying 
days, or very specific plant requirements or 
synergy with forms, such as ants, they are really 

Marbled White Small Skipper Gatekeeper 
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Continued on next page 

struggling. We are recording severe drops in their numbers. Some of 
them are close to extinction in the few remaining places where once 
they were common. This is why the weekly transects, counting the 
numbers, are so important, to keep providing that data. Data that shows 
clearly, year by year, what is going on.  
 
We are so fortunate to be living in this wonderful Blackdown Hills 
National Landscape. Close by there are two transect sites, Wych Lodge 
(Smokey Bottom access) and the Mount Fancy Reserve. The two fixed 
routes are roughly a two hour walk, depending on how much there is to 
record! The benefit is that they are walked on the best day of that week 
for the butterflies. That means warm, dry, calm and preferably sunny, 
roughly between 11:00 and 16:00. The downside can be that the 
weather and even the forecast is changeable, even on the chosen day. 
Each transect is reliant on just a couple or recorders, and they too, just 
like you, have other commitments or need that holiday. What we 
desperately need is someone willing, at short notice, to walk around 
with the recorder, noting down what is seen. Very quickly you too will 
begin to see and identify, those sometimes maddening difficult to pin 
down, species. You have two choices, Wych Lodge, dry, stiles and 
gates, shared with docile Longhorns and sometimes tangled 
undergrowth, and always rough ground. Managed by Anna ï contact: 
annabcwarden@gmail.com. Or MtFancy, often wet, sometimes soft 
going, with a wide range of habitats but always rough ground with a few 
climbs, shared with ponies. Managed by Meg ï contact: 
mechteldvanheck@yahoo.co.uk  

 

The other aspect of helping to save nature is our practical conservation 
work. Left to itself the reserve would quickly revert to scrubland 
dominated by willow, birch and bramble. The over-winter work of cutting 
back the scrub is nearly over. Then will be begin our summer battle 

Reserve View Longhorns 

mailto:annabcwarden@gmail.com
mailto:mechteldvanheck@yahoo.co.uk
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trying to reduce the vigour of the bracken. If we can keep on top of the 
bracken, then what Natural England recently described one of our 
habitat areas as a óstunningly good óexample of neutral grassland, 
might be even more evident around the reserve. It takes a lot of 
physical work.  
 
Referred to as the Green Gym, for good reason, the Fancy 
Volunteers, meet up every 2

nd
 Tuesday to do their bit. You too could 

be there helping to keep this wonderful reserve in the best possible 
condition, so the wildlife has the best opportunity to flourish. The work 
is simple, easy, just using the supplied hand tools, raking up the 
bracken, or cutting the bracken with a scythe, (easy to learn) or using 
loppers to get rid of bramble. We meet at 9:30 through to 15:00, and 
the beauty of volunteering is that you just do what you can for as long 
as you want, no pressure then. Best of all you get to spend the day in a 
glorious location, getting to know the reserve, its wide array of wildlife, 
whilst in good company, learning more about some of the intricate life 
cycles of its inhabitants. Do give it a try, see https://
fancyvolunteers.weebly.com/  and keep your eye on it, as where we 
meet depends on which part of the reserve we work. 

https://fancyvolunteers.weebly.com/
https://fancyvolunteers.weebly.com/
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The Neroche Wassail 
 

By Rebecca George 
 
We held our first Wassail this 
year at Winterwell at the 
suggestion of Joanna Porter, our 
Rector. It was what I called a 
ófusionô event, combining 
elements of Christian and Pagan 
traditions.  
 
Traditionally, Wassailing refers to 
drinking and singing to wake up 
the apple trees and scare away 
evil spirits to ensure a good 
harvest. Wassailing dates back 
to Anglo Saxon times, and 
usually takes place on 12

th
 night, 

January 6. It involves blessing 
the orchards, singing, dancing, 
making a lot of noise, and 
drinking. Wassail is an Old English word which means óbe wellô. This is 
a traditional Wassailing song: 
 

Here we come a-wassailing 
Among the leaves so green; 
Here we come a-wandôring 
So fair to be seen. 

Love and joy come to you, 
And to you your wassail too; 

And God bless you and send you a Happy New Year 
And God send you a Happy 

New Year. 
 

(With thanks to Wikipedia and óDown Somerset Wayô, a localôs guide to 
Somerset and an excellent website). 
We had a Wassailing king and queen (Jon Barrett and Rosie Giblett), 
very good sports, gorgeously dressed and very authentic, who led a 
procession into the orchard. We sang and had some music. The queen 
put some toast soaked in special óWassailô from the special óWassail 
Cupô into one of the apple trees. There was a bible reading, Joanna 
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blessed the orchard, and we 
processed back to the fire singing 
óThe Holly and the Ivyô ï another 
traditional Wassailing song. The 
St Peterôs Singers sang óJesus 
Christ the Apple Treeô, which 
seemed very appropriate. Guns 
were fired and we all got down to 
eating and drinking and enjoying 
the fire. 
 
About 50 people attended, 
including a number of children. 
We were extremely lucky with the 
weather as after weeks of rain it 
wasnôt too cold, and the sky was 
clear.  
 
It was our first Wassail and we 
have learnt some lessons for next 
time. We will be encouraging 
people to be a lot more rowdy ï 
bring pots and pans and any 
percussion instruments to make a 
lot of noise, hit the trees, pour 
cider on the roots, and generally 
be loud. The procession will be 
longer, winding its way through 
more of the orchard. I hope we 
will have dancing, and more 
people playing instruments.  
 
It was a really good fun event. 
People were generous bringing 
along food to share, and Mark 
made an excellent fire pit which 
people sat around late into the 
evening. Wassailing is a great 
way to light up those dark days 
after Christmas and is something 
to look forward to. 
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St Peterôs Church, 
Staple Fitzpaine 

 
TEDDY TOWER 
JUMPING 

Saturday, April 6th 

Is your Teddy Bear (or another soft toy) brave enough to jump? Do they have a head 
for heights? If they do, why not join us at St Peterôs Church and see your loved bear 
parachute from our 80-foot-high tower. 
 
All teddy bears taking part will receive a certificate for their bravery.  
Additionally, there will be a prize for:- 

¶ Best turned-out teddy (even if they have not passed a medical to jump) 

¶ The aerobear that flies the furthest, landing safely in the allocated landing zone 
 
For this event you will need to help your teddies make a suitable parachute at home, 
or you can make one at our cafe/workshop from 10.00am until the first jump time at 
12.30pm. 
 
All jumps will be organised by Head of Flight Control (Mark), the Bell Tower Captain 
(Paul) and the launch team.  All teddies and supporters must follow their instructions. 
A Teddy Aid Post will be available along with a Teddy Doctor, and if required they will 
check if your bear is fit to jump. 
 
In the event of inclement weather and after discussions with the Met Office, the jumps 
may be postponed until Sunday, 7th April at 12.30pm. 
 
There is no fee for entry. If your teddy is planning on participating, please register by 
e- mailing jacqueline.kolkowski@btinternet.com. You will receive a leaflet on the 
Teddy Tower Jumping rules and parachute design tips. 
 
The cafe will be open all through the event serving scrumptious biscuits and cakes. 
 
If you would like more information about your Teddy Bear competing in these daring 
tower descents, contact one of the following.  
 
Jacqueline -  jacqueline.kolkowski@btinternet.com 
Mark Porter -  mark@indinet.net 
Nicky Baxter -  ncbaxter@hotmail.co.uk 
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Community Christmas Lunch  
 

Over 70 guests attended the Christmas Lunch on December 7
th
 

at Neroche Hall, which is organised by members and friends of St 
Peterôs Church. 
 
The hall was beautifully decorated, and the tables were set out 
with Christmas crackers, wine and lovely chocolates. After an 
introductory glass of sherry, the guests took their seats, looking 
forward to the feast which was to follow. A full traditional 
Christmas lunch of turkey, stuffing, roast potatoes and copious 
amounts of veg were served to the guests, many of whom had 
already pulled their crackers and were wearing their hats! Our 
one challenge was ekeing out the gravy to such a large 
gathering.  
 
The highlight of any lunch, the puddings, were then taken around 
on the trolleys, with many guests enjoying at least two, if not 
three, portions of the desserts, which were absolutely 
scrumptious as always. A veritable smorgasbord of cream, 
custard, chocolate and fruit! This was followed up with teas and 
coffees, and a few carols, a wonderful lunch was had by all.  
 
A huge thank you to all the organisers, cooks and helpers for 
their invaluable contribution to this community event. 

Decorated Hall Full House 
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Neroche Environment Group: Citizen Scientists Opportunities 
 

By Jane Hole 
 
Water Quality Monitoring in Neroche 
 
Would you like to get involved as a Citizen Scientist in monitoring the 
quality of the parishôs streams and springs? Most of the water from our 
local springs and streams flows into the Rivers Tone and Parrett. The 
Westcountry Rivers Trust will train, equip and support local people who 
would like to get active in monitoring the water quality within the parish. 
For more information come to the Annual Parish Meeting at Neroche 
Hall on April 16

th
 or contact Jane.hole@outlook.com 

 
Upcoming Green Dates in 2024 
 
¶ Now to 31st March  Frog Spawn Count: Somerset Wildlife Trust  
 see SWT for more info on citizen science activities  
 
¶ 8 - 16

th
 June The Great Big Green Week: national celebration of 

community action on tackling climate change 
greatbiggreenweek.com 

 
¶ July/August Big Butterfly Count: watch for dates   
bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org       

 
¶ 6-12 July Net Zero Week: get online access to this national event, 
speakers, debates, case studies  netzeroweek.com 

 
¶ Open Meadows/Gardens: Neroche Environment Group - visit 
local parishioners wildlife meadows and gardens. Dates to be 
announced. 

SCHOOL DATES 
Term 4:   19 February to 28 March 2024 

Holiday 4:   29 March to 14 April 2024  

Term 5:   15 April to 24 May 2024  

Holiday 5:   25th May to 2nd June 2024 
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Continued on next page 

A New Name for the Blackdown Hills 
 

Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty has a new 
name ï Blackdown Hills National Landscape. 
 
Along with all other designated Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
in England and Wales we are now a National Landscape. The new 
name reflects the national importance of the landscapes and the 
vital contribution we are making to protect the nation from the 
threats of climate change, nature depletion and the wellbeing crisis. 
The name change will also help us to create greater understanding 
and awareness for the work that we do. Becoming Blackdown Hills 
National Landscape reflects a step change in our work to protect 
and regenerate our landscape, with a focus on nature, climate, 
heritage, culture, and people. The care of the Blackdown Hills 
Natural Landscape is entrusted to local authorities, organisations, 
community groups and the people who live and work within them. 
We help bring these people together, working collaboratively to 
conserve and enhance these special landscapes. 
 
National Landscapes across England and Wales 
The change to National Landscapes is a significant milestone for the 
UK, and the next step in fully realising the National Landscapesô 
vision to be the leading exemplars of how thriving, diverse 
communities can work with and for nature in the UK: restoring 
ecosystems, providing food, storing carbon to mitigate the effects of 
climate change, safeguarding against drought and flooding, whilst 
also nurturing peopleôs health and wellbeing. 
 
National Landscapes teams have been at the forefront of delivering 
natural solutions to the main challenges facing the nation for many 
years. The new brand underscores our commitment to redoubling 
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Continued on next page 

our efforts and engaging with a wider audience. In 2019, we 
collectively set ourselves the most ambitious targets for nature in the 
sector and we continue to work to meet them. 
By 2030, it is our aim that, within National Landscape boundaries: at 
least 200,000 hectares of the most valuable natural areas (Sites of 
Special Scientific Interest or SSSIs), which equates to 1ı  times the 
size of London, will be in favourable condition; 100,000 hectares of 
wildlife-rich habitat outside of SSSIs will be created or restored, 
which is roughly nine times the size of Manchester; and 36,000 
hectares of woodland, which is a little smaller than the Isle of Wight, 
will have been planted or allowed to regenerate. National 
Landscapes Partnerships will also focus on habitat restoration to 
ensure the protection of some of our most endangered species and 
increase their work to help more people to enjoy time spent in 
beautiful places. 
 
Here are some examples of the work we have being doing recently: 
 
Somerset Nature Connections 
With the Somerset Nature Connections project, we are working with 
Somerset Wildlife Trust and two of the other National Landscapes in 
Somerset (Quantock Hills and Mendip Hills) to help individuals and 
groups in Somerset connect with nature to benefit their physical and 
mental health. 
 
Farming in Protected Landscapes 
Through the Farming in Protected Landscapes programme, farmers 
and land managers are being supported to carry out projects that 
support nature recovery, mitigate the impacts of climate change, 
provide opportunities for people to discover, enjoy and understand 
the landscape and cultural heritage, or support nature-friendly, 
sustainable farm businesses. In the Blackdown Hills, we have 
already awarded funding to 57 projects totalling Ã343k up to March 
2023, with a further Ã315k in the pipeline to fund projects. 
 
Nature Recovery Plan 
National Landscapes across the country have signed up to 
the Colchester Declaration ï an ambitious plan to recover nature in 
and beyond protected landscapes, build climate resilience and 
enhance engagement with people. To fulfil our contribution to the 
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Colchester Declaration and 
address the biodiversity crisis we 
have worked with landowners, 
conservation organisations, 
neighbouring National 
Landscapes, community interest 
groups and other stakeholders to 
produce a Nature Recovery 
Plan for the Blackdown Hills. An 
online survey has recently been 
launched to help shape the Somerset Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy. Go to our website www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk to find 
out more and complete the survey. 
 
Connecting the Culm 
Through our multi-million pound Connecting the Culm partnership 
project, we have been working with communities and businesses to 
help them become more resilient to climate change, especially 
flooding and drought, whilst providing benefits for biodiversity, 
carbon storage and water quality.  
 
Community Action Groups (CAG) Somerset 
A new network ï Community Action Groups (CAG) Somerset - has 
been set up to provide free support 
to local community groups who 
focus on reuse, repair, waste 
reduction, sharing, surplus food or 
composting. This builds on the 
existing CAG Devon networks and 
means that groups throughout the 
Blackdown Hills can now access 
CAGôs support with repair cafes, 
community fridges, swapping and 
sharing events and more. 
 
Members of the CAG network have 
access to free training, support with 
basic governance, help with 
funding, and opportunities for skill sharing and peer-to-peer learning.  
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Volunteer to be an Independent Visitor or Advocate 
for children in Somerset 

 
Would you like to make a positive 
difference in 2024?  
 
Thereôs a famous quote from Rev Sydney Smith ñIt 
is the greatest of all mistakes to do nothing 
because you can only do a little. Do what you can.ò 

 
From as little as a couple of hours a fortnight and less than a weekôs 
quality training, you could be making purposeful contact with a young 
person and make a positive difference for them through outings, 
conversations, activities and more...  
 
Route1 have two volunteering opportunities: Independent Visitor and 
Advocate. 
 
Independent Visitors are volunteers who befriend and spend time with 
a child or young person who is in the care of the Local Authority. We 
will match your interests and skill set with a young person who will best 
suit your support. You and the young person have the freedom to 
decide what you do, how you do it, to build a meaningful friendship.  
 
One young person with an Independent Visitor said: ñThings I get from 
my IV relationshipé is space from the world, where I can have an open 
and honest conversation with, at first a stranger, that becomes a friend. 
I would be happy to say it is a really good experience!ò 
 
An Advocate is an independent person who can 
offer one-to-one support to children and young 
people to have their voice heard when meetings 
are taking place concerning their wellbeing. Itôs 
the role of the Advocate to speak up for the 
young person, make them aware of their rights, 
listen to them and represent their views, wishes 
and feelings.  
 
The Chair of a Child Protection Conference said ñI am always amazed 
by the calibre of the volunteers and how generous they are with their 
time.ò Why not join our bank of Advocates? 
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Your volunteering can be arranged to suit your availability. Your life 
experience will be highly valued, and you will be trained and supported 
in developing key skills. 
 
To find out more, contact us:  
Telephone: 01749 822801 

Email: route1businesssupportadmin@somerset.gov.uk  
Website: www.route1advocacy.co.uk or scan the QR code  

Route1 Advocacy 
& Independent 
Visitors  

@route1advocacy  route1advocacy  

mailto:route1businesssupportadmin@somerset.gov.uk
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.route1advocacy.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Chelen.mcinnes%40somerset.gov.uk%7C354669a0eeb4414d658808dbe5188fff%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C638355665883277046%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs

